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The breeders and their horses

‘That does something to you’
Studfarm Van Klapscheut from the Van Rossem 
family has a good reputation in breeding. Coriana van 
Klapscheut is their most famous one in the sport. She 
performed under Olympic champion Eric Lamaze and 
Pilar Cordon even jumped the EC with Coriana. She is 
therefore a super mare and her 7-yr-old son Koriano 
(Lord Z) became world champion. Emile Van Rossem 
was asked as a breeder to approach the podium to 

Ad Roefs (reserve world champion Flash)

‘Zangersheide gives the breeders the attention 
they deserve’
Ad Roefs breeds with five to six broodmares per year, 
both dressage and showjumping foals. He keeps them 
and schools them until they are 3½- to 4-yr-olds. At 
that age he often sells his breeding products for 50%. 
That is also how it went with reserve world champion 
Flash. ‘My showjumping horses all go to René Poels. 
We have been constructively working together for many 
years. Logically, also Flash went to René Poels. There 
was nothing special about Flash as a foal, just a normal 
colt. A few years later I did see that he performed well 
in free jumping. Anne Marie, the daughter of René, took 
good care of Flash, as she always does. But Anne Marie 
was pregnant and then we sat down for a talk. Pieter 
Devos, the son-in-law of René Poels, was involved and 
he liked Flash. In April Pieter bought my share in Flash.’ 
The rest is history. Ad always comes over to watch the 
finals of the WC, but this time was different for him. 
That afternoon he saw ‘his’ Flash win the silver of the 
WC! ‘Incredible! That is the stuff dreams are made on’.  
Experiencing that live, that does something to you,’ Ad 
admits. ‘The finals were a tough course, you know. I 
was constantly thinking, if only we would be lucky this 
time. And we were’, says a laughing Roefs. This was 
the first time that a horse he bred jumped the WC! Not 
much later he was standing on the podium. ‘What a nice 
gesture from Zangersheide. Really super. I do like the 
breeders bonus, but I like even more that Zangersheide 
gives the breeders the attention they deserve’, Ad Roefs 
concludes.
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The Van Rossem family (world champion Koriano van Klapscheut)

of the better horses in his age group’, says Emile. Did 
you have high expectations beforehand? ‘You expect 
that all will go well, if you have no bad luck, but you 
never expect to win gold. True enough, you may have 
been dreaming of it, but you will never predict it. For 
let us be honest, to actually win a world championship, 
you need a bit of luck, as well. I felt that a place in the 
jump-off of the finals was alrteady a success. Every horse 
that reaches the finals of a world championship is bound 

receive the breeders bonus. He brought the whole 
family. ‘Because breeding is a family affair, after all. My 
sons train our breeding products. Our Geert started 
on Mugano van Klapscheut in the WC for 5-yr-olds.’ 
Emile and family were in Zangersheide for four days 
and closely followed the proceedings. Understandably. 
‘Koriano had already done well in the BC, although he 
had a fence down. Everyone agrees that Koriano is one 

Podium 7-yr-olds

to have a bright, international future. Look at Coriana, 
the dam of Koriano, she also reached the finals of the 
WC in Zangersheide. When your own breeding product 
jumps on the podium of the world championship, that 
does something to you. And that you are also included 
as a breeder is a fine gesture and means recognition. 
And then the breeders bonus, well, no-one can beat 
Zangersheide!’ says a smiling Emile Van Rossem.
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Joris Vermeulen (Halland van de Mispelaere)

‘Great experience!’
In the 6-yr-olds the bronze went to Halland vd 
Mispelaere. Joris Vermeulen is the man behind the 
studfarm and stallion station with the same name, 
which is not unfamiliar at the WC in Zangersheide. A 
few years ago Wandor van de Mispelaere (Landor S x 
For Pleasure) finished third in the Zangersheide Sires, 
Kadans van de Mispelaere (Wandor van de Mispelaere 
x Lux Z) reached last year’s WC finals. Just as Halland 
did now, but he took the bronze. Joris sold Halland as a 
3-yr-old to Sam Van Den Abeele. ‘I presented Halland in 
the Oldenburg selection, but they did not take him and 
then I sold him’. Joris breeds between ten and fifteen 
foals per year and has always believed in Halland. ‘That 
was the greatest thing about this WC. Not everyone 
believed in the horse, he would not have enough power. 
Halland is indeed not a showy showjumper, but did you 
have a good look at the finals of the WC? Those were 
serious fences, you know! Ah well, it does not matter 
what people say, what matters is what the horses do. And 
Halland did it, in the ring. Imagine that, he has only been 
with Caroline De Laet for three months. Halland had 
hardly any experience at this level. Winning that medal 
was therefore a special moment. And that they involved 
me, too, and that I was part of the prize awarding, 
that was really great. All the breeders appreciate what 

Cynthia Murphy (world champion 

Columbcille Gipsy)

 ‘Unbelievable’
Eamon Murphy did not see it happen, not live, anyway, 
but his daughter Cynthia was there at Zangersheide 
when her Columbcille Gipsy (Toulon) became world 
champion. ‘Unbelievable, truly unbelievable,’ was her 
first reaction.: ‘We bought the dam of Columbcille ten 
years ago and this is her first daughter. I am speechless. 
About everything. It is the first time that I visit the world 
championships and I am really impressed. I came over 
here especially to see Columbcille go.’ Murphy closely 
followed the proceedings. Besides breeder, she is also 
the owner. At least for the time being. ‘It is to early to 
say anything about selling, but the WC is not only a 
sport but also a commercial highlight’, says a grinning 
Murphy. ‘There is a good chance that she will get sold 
here. Hopefully we will see her again next year in the 
7-yr-olds, but there is a good chance that that will be 
with a different rider. I will certainly come back, for this 
event has blown my mind and that has nothing to do 
with the gold medal. This was an informative experience 

Zangersheide is doing for us! That does not only apply 
to the breeders bonus, but the total picture! This has 
been a great experience for all of us; for Halland, for 
Caroline, Sam (the former owner) and for me. 

in all respects. We still have the full sister of the world 
champion at home. She is a 2-yr-old now. It would be 
great if she could ever follow the example of her big 
sister here one day’, says a smiling Cynthia. Her journey 
was more than compensated by the breeders bonus. 
‘That is unique, as well. Great that you get involved here 
as a breeder’, Cynthia Eamon concludes.
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