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Zangersheide Sires of the World

By: Kris Van Loo

Sire Jérôme Guery wins 
second time running

We all know the Zangersheide Sires as an 
attractive class for breeders, which was reflected 
in the fully-packed grandstands. It´s a nice test 
for stallions and provides a considerable stress 
factor for riders because they are keen to show 
their stallions off to their very best in the Sires.
For the second time in a row Jérôme Guery 
emerged on top, with two different stallions. Few 
riders can emulate Jérôme´s motivation in jump-
offs or for that matter, motivate their horses to 
the same degree. Which he again demonstrated 
in the Sires. The jump-off had Guery´s signature 
written all over it: full-blast from the first to the 
last jump. It took everyone by surprise. When 
Jérôme and Jupiter VH (Pommeau du Heup x 
Heartbreaker) exited the arena the contenders 
all raised their eyebrows. How could this 
combination be outclassed? Well, not, as it 
turned out.

1. Jupiter VG  -  Jérôme Guery
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Am I surprised or amazed? Yes, a little I guess, Guery 
smiles afterwards: ‘With his eight years, Jupiter is still 
fairly young and this was just our third event. Earlier we 
jumped in Valkenswaard, early September we competed 
at the Brussels Stephex Masters and now we´re here. 
Last year I won with Alicante, who like Jupiter, is owned 
by Tal Milstein. He has recently transferred Alicante 
to Marlon Zanotelli. A bit of a downer for me but in 
exchange Tal gave me Jupiter, who he has in joint 
ownership with Bart Anthonissen. And I´m absolutely 
happy with Jupiter, especially after this victory. Let´s 
not forget that Jupiter jumped his first-ever 1.50m 
course here. The previous two competitions were mere 
introduction rounds. I had no clue about how this would 
turn out’, Jérôme laughs. Well, Fabulously! ‘When I ride 
a jump-off I always throw myself right into it, I guess 
that´s what athletes do. And it worked!

Willem Greve second: 
‘carrera is ever so competitive.'

The last starters in the jump-off were Willem Greve and 
Carrera. Michel Hendrix said to him: ‘Beating Jérôme 
will be difficult but the others should be no problem.’ 
Willem decided not to acknowledge defeat ahead of the 
facts and pulled out all the stops. ‘Jupiter has a strong 
gallop. Jérôme went full-blast and so did I because that´s 
what good sport is about. I tried but finished slower 
by over a second. Never mind, I´m proud of my horse. 
Carrera is a superb competition horse.’
Willem and Carrera have been a team for two years now. 

Together they have achieved great results in ranking tests 
at 1.45m - 1.50m. In 2017 alone they came out on top in 
Drachten, ended third in Kronenberg, first and second in 
Tubbergen, third in Münster and second in Zandhoven. 
Now a second prize in the Sires can be added to this roll 
of honour. ‘Carrera may not jump the top end of heights 
but he is extremely competitive. His prize money pays 
the bills of nearly all events. One day he´ll come up for 
sale but while he´s here I´m going to enjoy it to the full.’
According to Willem the Sires of the World is a fine event 
with status. In 2001 he also ended in second place with 
Le Bon (Guidam). ‘Stallions that do well in the Sires are 
the calling card of the stallion keepers. In the days of Le 
Bon everybody took part with their most experienced 
stallions but the focus has shifted a bit. Nowadays the 
Sires of the World is the ideal platform to show off 8- or 
9-year-old stallions. The entire breeding world follows 
this event.’

James BillinGton, three sires, 
tWice Bronze.

‘i Wanted a medal, only this time it had 
to Be Gold’

James Billington (31) is Geoff Billington´s  son whose 
name will forever be associated with It’s Otto, his mount 
on which he represented Great Britain in the Olympic 
Games of Atlanta (1996) and Sydney (2000). This 
combination also won bronze at the EC in Mannheim 
in 1997 and added another medal of the same colour 
at the WEG in Rome (1998). James learned riding from 

2. Carrera  -  Willem Greve

Podium Sires of the World - Jérôme Guery, Willem Greve, 

James Billington
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And fortunately it worked,’ James smiles. ‘The fences 
were high and the course presented a good technical 
challenge. The Sires is built to reflect the level of a good 
Grand Prix. The present standard of stallions warrants 
a difficult and challenging course. The higher and more 
difficult the jumps, the better VDL Cartello performs. It 
was a good round to filter out the best stallions.’
James was aiming for a place on the podium right from 
the start. ‘I was after a medal, preferably the gold one 
that´s for sure.’ He watched Jérôme Guery´s opening 
ride in the jump-off. ‘Jérôme went round at an incredible 
speed. I think that even on the best of days I couldn´t 
equal that’, James laughs out loud. He decided to ride 
as fast as he could. ‘Both Jérôme and Willem (Greve) 
are astonishing jockeys. I did what felt comfortable 
for me and VDL Cartello and am really pleased with 
bronze. Cartello jumped exceedingly well in the jump-
off. It wasn´t just a fluke of luck, he absolutely delivered 
a brilliant performance.’ James describes Cartello as an 
exceptionally plucky fellow and great fun to ride. ‘He 
can tackle courses of any height and difficulty.’ He hopes 
that Cartello will remain in the VDL Stables so that they 
will be in a position to represent Great Britain in next 
year´s Nations Cups.
The surface at Zangersheide worked really well for him 
for he also reached the WC Finals on Sunday with two 
5-year-olds. Harwich VDL, an Arezzo VDL x Darco 
finished in eighth place with one time fault in the first 
heat of the final. Heros S (Zirocco Blue x Numero Uno) 
got unlucky with one pole down which landed him in 
place 15. ‘Harwich and Heros are still fairly green but 
both held their ground pretty well within their year 
collection. I´m very pleased with these horses and all the 
results we clocked in Lanaken’, he concludes. 

Katharina offel fourth With a levisto z: 
‘rememBer that name: 

JK horsetrucKs leasure z.’

When Katharina Offel saw Levisto Z´s billboards it gave 
her a bit of an eerie feeling. ‘Levisto Z and JK Horsetrucks 
Leasure Z look identical. They probably go to the same 
barber’, Katharina jokes. She´s right, Leasure Z is the 
spitting image of his father. This Levisto Z lookalike 
belongs to Joan Kuijpers but was bred by Léon Melchior 
at Stud Zangersheide. His pedigree reveals the very best 
of Zangersheide blood: Levisto Z, Cocaine Z, Ratina 
Z, …On paper this stallion looks more than promising, 
something that is corroborated by his accomplishments.
Some time ago Joan Kuijpers of JK Horsetrucks asked 
Katharina if she would be interested in riding a stallion 
for him. Joan and Katharina know each other from 
events but she had never laid eyes on the horse in 
question. The first time Katharina came face to face with 

his dad and went on to perfect his skills during his time 
with Beezie Madden and Michael Whitaker. Six years 
ago when he heard about a vacancy at the VDL Stud 
James didn´t hesitate but applied for the job and was 
hired.

He has been riding VDL Cartello for three years now and 
has ridden him up through the levels to 1.60m classes. 
Cartello and James have already been to some interesting 
events together, like the Nations Cup of Drammen and 
GPs up to 4* level. It was the third time this pair came 
to the Sires of the World. Each time they made it to the 
final and twice they won bronze. VDL Cartello is a half-
brother of the well-known stallion Cardento (Capitol 
I), whose successes include three silver team medals at 
a EC, WC and the Olympic Games of Athens with the 
Swede Peter Eriksson in the saddle.
The Sires of the World features prominently on the 
agenda of James and VDL Cartello. ‘Normally you 
won´t see more than two or three stallions in a test so 
for breeders the Sires is the only opportunity of the year 
to see all stud stallions in action. It´s paramount for VDL 
Stud and our stallions to perform really well here so that 
the breeders can recognise the quality of our stallions. 
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Leasure Z was at the Z-Tour in the spring when he was 
jumping the 1.40m classes under Sacha Dito. ‘I fell in 
love with Leasure Z on the spot. Joan and I came to a 
good arrangement so that now I´m his new rider. A win-
win situation for both parties.’ Joan Kuijpers´s dream 
was to watch his stallion take part in the Sires of the 
World. When Katharina took Leasure Z on six months 
ago Joan asked if the Sires would be an achievable 
goal. And indeed it was. JK Horsetrucks Leasure Z did 
outstandingly well. With two clean rounds and a final 
position just short of the podium he made his rider and 
owner more than happy.

JK Horsetrucks Leasure Z is ten years old but hasn´t yet 
gained much experience in the higher classes. Within a 
short time span he has progressed from 1.40 to 1.60m. 
Before the Sires they competed in a 1.50m and 1.55m 
GP in Knokke. ‘There Leasure Z´s lack of experience 
really showed.’ But he improved quickly and did well in 
the Brussels Stephex Masters where he won a third prize 
in a 1.45m class. Their last event prior to Lanaken was 
the 3* competition in Bonheiden. After that followed 
this fourth place in the FEI Sires of the World. ‘I´m so 
pleased already with his results so far this year and am 
convinced that in the future we´ll see him in all the great 
classes across the world. JK Horsetrucks Leasure Z is 
cut out for the great sport, I hope he is my future Grand 
Prix horse.’

All women are crazy about Levisto Z, why is that so? 
‘They are so incredibly easy to ride. Wonderful! Leasure 
Z is just like a big pony. Training sessions are always a 
great joy. He has a good character and his behaviour 
is picture-perfect. Leasure Z is a strapping fellow, but 
it´s a piece of cake for my son to handle him among all 
the other stallions. He won´t do anything wrong, I´m 
just so glad to have him. He always gives his best.’ With 
their first-class performance in the Sires of the World 
Katharina and Leasure Z have achieved their goal. It´s 

still open what events they are going to focus on in the 
near future. Up till now Katharina and Leasure Z have 
not yet ridden any indoor competition, but Katharina is 
confident there will be few problems. ‘Leasure Z is quite 
nifty as well as easy. I´m positive we will be able to ride 
World Cups straightaway.’
Katharina was very taken with the course in the Sires. ‘I 
thought it was an honest course and was a bit surprised 
there were only seven combinations who kept clear 
records. The triple was somewhat tightly-built and 
posed a problem for many. The jump-off wasn´t too high 
which is always nice. Winning bronze would have been 
even nicer but a fourth place ticks the box too. Leasure 
Z remained clean throughout and gave a demonstration 
of what he is like. He is one for the big sport. Remember 
his name: JK Horsetrucks Leasure Z.”
Besides the Sires of the World Katharina also started 
Casper J&J Z (Cicero Z x Wiensender) in the WC 
7-year-olds. They missed the final because of one unlucky 
knock-down in the first qualification round.

3. VDL Cartello  -   
 James Billington

Chat Botte du Ruisseau Z - Johnny Pals

JK Horsetrucks Leasure Z - Katharina Offel


