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with horses worth remembering. Top-class horses need 
top-class facilities. It was no coincidence that they gath-
ered in Lanaken. Not rarely a success story begins at 
Zangersheide. For instance, do you remember Papillon 
Z, for example. Last year he was fourth in the GP with 
Jerome Guery. It was at the Z-Tour that Jerome and 
Papillon Z first jumped together. It was an exploratory 

Which horses will break through this year? Which fu-
ture toppers will jump the World Cup Finals next year? 
It is still reading tea-leaves today, but that we have seen 
them at work in the Z-Tour is a certainty. The main play-
ers in the World Cup Finals were jumping in Lanaken 
already the next week. Olympic, World and European 
champions, they had all put the Z-Tour on their agenda, 

It is fair to say that there are few five star competitions with a starters field of the same calibre as that 
of the three star Z-Tour. This tells you a lot, if not everything about the reputation of Zangersheide 
and its events. The Z-Tour started one day after the World Cup Finals had finished and some World Cup 
riders already travelled from Göteborg to Lanaken that very day. The second lap of the Z-Tour looked 
like a blueprint of the WC finals, with the brand-new World Cup champion Steve Guerdat, bronze 
medallist Daniel Deusser, number one of the world Simon Delestre, Marcus Ehning and then we 
almost forget Penelope Leprevost, Rolf-Göran Bengtsson, Gregory Wathelet, Marco Kutscher, Denis 
Lynch and Christian Ahlmann. 

‘The attendance of top-class riders and dito horses is very telling       for the accommodation and the organisation’

Z-Tour
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right. Does he know how many GPs he has already won 
this year? Ahlmann smiles apologetically; ‘Was this my 
third? Or the fourth? His fourth, to be sure, and then 
there were his second place in Göteborg and two third 
places in Doha and Paris. No wonder he lost count.
 
And whether it is with the Zangersheide stallion Taloubet 
Z or with Codex One or, as in the Z-Tour, with Reavnir, 
when Christian Ahlmann reaches the jump-off, you can 
put your money on him. ‘This is the result of a well oiled 
team’, says a modest Ahlmann: ‘And I am lucky that all 
my horses are in good form at present and we are all 
in a positive flow.’ Reavnir is perhaps the least known 
horse of his string? ‘Reavnir is really a dressage horse 
that I bought from my uncle as a 7-yr-old. It was just 
a kind gesture, I did it to please him. We jumped our 
first competition here in Lanaken, by the way. Reavnir 
seemed to have jumping potential, but I did not suspect 
then what I know now about his abilities. Three years 

Is it still a surprise when Christian Ahlmann 
wins? 
It must have been a fine token of recognition for the 
organising team of Zangersheide that the world’s best 
riders stop over in Lanaken and explicitly include the 
Z-Tour in their busy schedule. After the World Cup 
Finals in Göteborg there was the Global Champions 
Tour in Miami and still some top-class riders found 
the time to drop by in Zangersheide. ‘Because by now 
we know and appreciate the good reputation of the 
Z-events’, was the unanimous reaction from the vet-
erans. They brought new or young talents or used the 
Z-Tour to roll into the outdoor season, such as Flora de 
Mariposa with Penelope Leprevost or Ryan, who won 
bronze last year under Simon Delestre at the EC. ‘Those 
top-class horses and pricy animals do not just jump at 
any show, when they pick out a certain event, it says a 
lot about the quality of that event, the facilities, the ac-
commodation and the organisation, for this has nothing 
to do with money.’
Christian Ahlmann (Reavnir) won the second GP of the 
Z-Tour and that was not at all surprising. With 14 riders 
that had gone clear in the basic round they moved to 
the jump-off and Ahlmann was one of them. You never 
get rid of him, his colleagues joked, and he proved them 

Caroline Poels had won the much coveted Queens Cup 
on Apart, later Pieter took over her horse. ‘Because I was 
convinced that Apart is a horse for the real big work and 
there he is better off with Pieter’, Caroline feels. Apart 
and Pieter made their debut in February in the indoor 
GP of Gent, which they won straight away. From Gent 
they went to Lanaken, where the new combination won 
again.

Apparently Caroline Poels knows her horse very well, 
Apart won his latest three major competitions all in 
a row. ‘That is great, isn’t it?’, Pieter laughs: ‘In Gent 
you could still say that it was a coincidence perhaps, at 
Zangersheide he proved that it was not. This was our 
first outdoor class and winning it gives me a good feel-
ing. Three victories in a row are very promising for the 
season to come. Apart is becoming a fully-fledged mem-
ber of my five star horse string. True, so far we have only 
jumped at two star level, but when you win one GP af-
ter another, you know that you have quality under your 
saddle, that it promises more.’ Last year Pieter Devos 
was Belgian reserve champion at Zangersheide. Maybe 
he has a good Belgian Championship’s horse in Apart 
this year? ‘That would not surprise me’, Pieter responds, 
with a wink. 

round and the beginning of a fairytale that may possi-
bly even carry him to Rio de Janeiro for the Olympics. 
Also this time Guery and Papillon Z came back to the 
place where it had all begun for them and in the sec-
ond week they won the ranking class. Also Karel Cox 
is a Z-Tour veteran. He had won the Belgian champi-
on’s title in that same ring last year. Now he finished in 
second place with Attitude Z, a daughter of Air Jordan 
Z, on which Alexander Liefsoens was last year’s Belgian 
reserve champion in the 7-yr-olds. Same Liefsoens, by 
the way, is the breeder of Papillon Z. The man in best 
form during the Z-Tour was no doubt Albert Zoer. He 
won two classes and was almost always on the podium. 
Especially noteworthy were his performances on Gigolo, 
by Cicero Van Paemel Z.

Second GP in a row for Pieter Devos and Apart
The first GP of the Z-Tour was for Pieter Devos on 
Apart. At the Christmas Jumping in Mechelen his wife 

Penelope Leprevost Karel Cox Simon Delestre

Pieter Devos Christian Ahlmann
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it to ninth place with one fence down. In the second GP 
there were four clear rounds in the jump-off. This time 
Leonie Peeters won, because she went two seconds faster 
than Jens Van Grunsven (Cika) and Kim Colaers (Evita), 
who we also know as the rider who gave Dominator Z 
his first training and jumped his first course on him. The 
big winner of the youth GP was clearly Leonie Peeters.
 
Leonie Peeters jumped her first GP this year during 
the Z-Tour and winning it straight away was a more 
than pleasant development. ‘After the indoor in Gent in 

real important dates to come.’ Does Niels Bruynseels 
have the best horse he ever had under saddle in Cas de 
Liberté Z? ‘Easily, I am sure. I will wait and see if the na-
tional coach needs me to fill a place in the national team. 
We have not talked about it yet, but I expect that we will 
have such a discussion before long. In all modesty I may 
say that Cas de Liberté Z deserves to be selected at five 
star level. That is where she belongs with her kind of 
qualities and I am particularly thinking of Nations Cups. 
But let us first see how it goes in the five star of Antwerp.’ 
Does Niels believe that with Cas he has a chance for an 
Olympic ticket? ‘Honestly, I am not thinking about that. 
After all, Cas is only a 10-yr-old and he just had his first 
taste of the highest level half a year ago. If I were to be 
selected for the Olympics, it means that I have deserved 
it, but I am not giving it any thought right now. Every 
sport rider wants to go to the Olympics one day, but 
today that is not an issue yet. No-one has said anything 
about it. Going by our results of the past half year, I am 
expecting a lot of this season. But let us take one step at 
a time. Above all I hope that I will be allowed to ride Cas 
for a long time’, Niels Bruynseels concludes. 

Leonie Peeters wins two U25 GPs
The first U25 GP proceeded curiously; only three starters 
made it to the jump-off in which none of them went clear. 
Nevertheless, Leonie Peeters (Sunny Girl) did put down 
the best time. She went exactly three seconds faster than 
Maksymilian Wechta (Quintus) and Abbe Burchmore 
(Wilandri). Zoe Conter and Irenice Horta (Vigo d’Ar-
souilles) just missed the jump-off after one time penalty 
in the basic round. Pieter Clemens (Corradina) still made 

a better start’, Christian concludes. He went fast in the 
jump-off without taking too much risk. It was possible 
to go faster, but not without faults, so Eva Bitter found 
out with her sparkling jumper Perigueux (Perpignon) as 
did Daniel Deusser (Toulago, Toulon). They clocked a 
better time, but had the last fence down. Evi Bengtsson, 
the wife of Rolf-Göran Bengtsson, came second on La 
Pasion de Caballo Ulika, Penelope Leprevost third on 
Flora de Mariposa. 
 
Cas de Liberté Z, the revelation of this year?
It is almost a year ago that Niels Bruynseels first pre-
sented Cas de Liberté Z (ex. Cas de Liberté Kelfshof Z) 
(Cracky Z x Chellano Z). That was in the two star GP 
of Bonheiden, where they finished in second place. In 
that same month of May he won the three star GP of 
Kapellen three weeks later. Since then you can count 
their fault score on the fingers of one hand and if a fence 
fell at all, it was in a jump-off. They won the four star of 
Liege, stayed clear in the GPs of Oslo and Helsinki and 
concluded the year with a second place in the World Cup 
of Mechelen, behind the inevitable Christian Ahlmann 
and Taloubet Z. 
 
They jumped their first outdoor at Zangersheide and 
also this time they only had a single fault in the jump-off 
of the GP. What may we expect from this golden combi-
nation this year? ‘I certainly did not want to go flat out 
yet in this jump-off, but you should not ride backwards, 
either’, says a grinning Niels: ‘This was a preparation 
class for Cas for the new season and I am looking fur-
ther ahead than this event in Lanaken. There are some 

ago we jumped a 1.20m course in the same ring, now 
we win the 1.50m GP there. A rider trained him at home 
for one and a half years and then I took him over and 
in the five star GP of Barcelona, end of September, we 
were third. It all progressed well, although the indoor re-
sults were disappointing. Reavnir is more of an outdoor 
horse, that is why I specifically started him in Lanaken 
and he proved again that he loves the outdoors’, says 
a happy Ahlmann: ‘It was a deliberate choice to start 
Reavnir outdoor, but that he would win straight away 
was a pleasant surprise. I really had not expected this 
because he still has so little experience. This was our 
first outdoor of the year and he could not have made 
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learning process is my target for this year’, says Leonie 
Peeters. 

Gert-Jan Bruggink wins the GP for the second 
year in succession
The last Sunday of the Z-Tour was for Gert-Jan Bruggink. 
In the morning he was first to go. In the evening he was 
the last rider to leave the ring, after his honourary round 
as the winner and now Bruggink has won the Z-Tour’s 
GP for the second time.
 
In February Bruggink and Vampire had finished second 
in the Neumünster GP, which was won by Christian 
Ahlmann and this time Gert-Jan was only too glad that 
Christian was not on the starting list. ‘This was a good 
opener of the outdoor season’, Gert-Jan begins: ‘Before 
this I went on tour in Italy with other horses, enjoying the 
fine weather. Italy was good, but I prefer Lanaken.’ Why 
so? ‘Because of the smooth going. I mean, everything 
runs smoothly in Zangersheide, it is as simple as that. 
The starting lists are correct and available on time and 
everything goes according to plan in a strict time sched-
ule. That may sound as if it is obvious, but it is, in fact, 
quite a job with all those different rings and a multitude 
of horses. For me this is the ideal preparation and when 
you look at the number of starters and the kind of people 
who start here, I am clearly not the only one who thinks 
so.’ His performance last year did not remain unnoticed. 
On the basis of their results in the Z-Tour Bruggink and 
Vampire were selected for the Nations Cup of La Baule. 
But Vampire fell ill and the combination missed their 
start. Hopefully that will not happen again this year. 
For many Dutchmen the Z-Tour is also a good prepa-
ration for the Dutch Championship. Gert-Jan Bruggink 
confirms this: ‘In that sense the Z-Tour was a successful 
dress rehearsal and I only hope to complete the Dutch 
Championship in the same way on the last day, to be the 
last rider leaving the ring’, says a grinning Bruggink.

February I gave Sunny Girl a rest. This was her first out-
door competition and we know that, after a rest, she 
always comes back well. Sunny Girl is a 17-yr-old by 
now and is still sparingly used. We always try to have 
her peak in the better competitions and in Lanaken we 
clearly managed to do so. We chose the Z-Tour first of 
all to train our young horses. For them it was just a mat-
ter of gaining some experience. Of the 17-yr-old Sunny 
Girl I know that I can get into the prizes’, says a smiling 
Leonie: ‘She knows the tricks of the game. And we also 
considered the Z-Tour a good preparation for Antwerp 
and the Belgian Championship.’ With Catho Peeters 
jumped the three star class, because this year she wants 
to jump higher and wider fences. ‘That is the plan. This 
season I want to grow up among the seniors to 1.50m 
level. Catho can handle that and the intention is now 
to gain some experience at bigger events. It is a learn-
ing process and I realise that it will become harder now 
to finish up front in three star competitions. I want to 
build up Catho and keep Sunny Girl for the U25 class-
es, because with her I can get into the prizes and that is 
motivating. Building up is good and necessary, but it is 
always great when you also have a horse to get into the 
prizes and that is what Sunny Girl is good at.’ Leonie 
Peeters combines her sport career with higher education. 
As a youth rider she was selected for five years on end 
for the EC. That series ended last year, she was not se-
lected. Does she want to take her revenge this year? ‘It 
is for the first time that I am not working towards a EC. 
Until last year that has always been my priority and the 
whole season was geared towards the EC. Now I am see-
ing that differently. Now I mainly want to grow up with 
Catho in the senior classes. Antwerp is my first target, 
then the Belgian Championship and possibly after that 
the Nations Cup of Opglabbeek. When I prove to be 
good enough, I certainly want to go to the EC, but only 
if we are good enough. Let us first prove ourselves in 
the other competitions, without focussing on the EC. In 
the end you learn more from the senior classes and this 


