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‘I just don’t get it... this is absolutely staggering, I am so 
surprised, confused, how could this happen?’ Andre van Hooft 
(46) from Veghel is clearly overwhelmed. As a professional in 
horsekeeping he is regularly asked to present foals and horses. 
That is how he originally came to Z-Festival with Zeppe de 
Sabette Z, a don of Zandor Z, which he presented for Ad van den 
Hoogen. And since that meant that he was going to Z-Festival 
anyway, Andre van Hooft also entered his own foal Beagle Z 
(Big Star jr K Z). That day Andre walked the fi nals twice; Zeppe 
came fourth an his Beagle Z became champion!

It has not completely penetrated to 
you yet?
II do not understand it! I went to 
Z-Festival without any expectations. 
I own the Zandor Z foal together 
with Ad van den Hoogen. I have 
prepared and presented foals before, 
that is how it came about. We just 
wanted to have a good day out, that 
was the idea. The Zandor Z foal 
was our main reason, I only took 
Beagle Z along, because we went to 
Z-Festival anyway and then you go 

home with this! I have been third or 
second in the past, but fi rst? That 
is really special. I can not speak for 
the rest of the Netherlands, but in 
Brabant and Limburg that is quite 
something, here Zangersheide has 
become the standard. I noticed that 
from the reactions, so overwhelming. 
It says a lot about the value that is 
attached to the title. I have thought 
a lot about that in the days after 
Z-Festival...I came to the conclusion 
that breeding is still appreciated at 
Zangersheide and that makes Z so 
special, you see?

Please, continue!
I come from the KWPN, although 
nowadays breeders are less tied up 
with a single studbook. Zangersheide 
has something special, it has an 
international orientation and a similar 

charisma. Unlike other studbooks, 
Zangersheide still appreciates the 
breeder. Perhaps nowadays breeding 
is not the most interesting choice 
you can make. You have to make 
investments, it is a long road and only 
a few reach the top. It takes a good 
effort and then it is great when you 
fi nd a place where value is attached 
to your efforts. Once you experience 
what happened to me at Z-Festival, 
you feel motivated again. I put it in 
place for myself, if I could choose 
between a foal championship from 
the KWPN or from Zangersheide, I 
would go for Z any day. You have 
no idea how many reaction I got. I 
am fairly cool, but what has been 
happening in the past few days has 
really moved me. Breeding still 
matters at Zangersheide. I do not 
look up at anyone, although I feel 

a lot of admiration for people such 
as Leon Melchior or members of the 
jury such as Thormählen. I also have 
the impression that at Z-Festival 
it does not matter who you are or 
which stallion you used. That is also 
unique. No-one knows me at Z and 
yet I can fi nish up front.

How did you feel when you heard?
At the moment itself you have no 
time to think about it. It is all going 
so fast. I had two foals to present and 
they had both made it to the fi nals. 
You submit your foal to the jury and 
as a breeder you just have to endure 
it all. That is exciting, but you do 
not have a moment to think about it. 
You hear the numbers being called in 
French, German, Dutch, you have to 
pay attention and listen well. It is like 
a merry-go-round, you are playing in 
a movie with a happy ending. That 
sounds like a cliché, perhaps? But 
it is true, it has been one week long 
feast, everyone is happy for you and 
we had cake every day. My girlfriend 
is a KWPN inspector and she is also 
very happy for me. 

It was Beagle Z who caused all this, 
how did this come about?
Where shall I begin? I come from a 
family in pig farming and I was a 

riding club rider. I still am, by the 
way. We bred horses at home and 
schooled them. One day I bought 
my fi rst own horse from an uncle, a 
yearling by Voltaire x Pantheon, for 
the sport. nowadays everyone buys a 
horse to sell it again, money is the only 
thing that matters. We still bought a 
horse for the sport. I jumped at green 
horse level. When he turned into a 
5-yr-old, people wanted to buy him. 
Eventually Emile Hendrix bought 
my horse and four years later he was 
jumping the Olympics in Atlanta 
under Ian Millar (Play It Again). 

Would you believe it? That is how 
it began, you get in touch with the 
breeder and you start to study. From 
Toon Verhagen, the breeder of Play It 
Again, I then bought the full sister of 
Play It Again, also as a yearling. 

The dam of Beagle Z, Tinka Bella 
(Manhattan) also comes from that 
family?
I bought Tinka Bella as a 3-yr-
old from Toon and I used her for 
breeding. Then comes the moment 
that you have so many horses that 
you can not all start them in the sport. 
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Once a mare is covered, I no longer 
ride her. You start with one foal and 
this year I have seven. I try to limit 
myself to three, four foals per year. 
That line of Voltaire x Pantheon has 
become a good one, it has produced 
many international horses, one was 
European champion for Germany in 
the juniors, Albert Zoer had one too, 
it was called Hallo Hallo.

Was Tinka Bella a well-considered 
purchase?
You always need a little bit of luck 
in your life. And when you do, you 
should give it a chance. I do not 
believe people who say that they know 
it all. Zoer was Dutch champion of 
the 6-yr-olds with Hallo Hallo, at the 
KWPN selection they throw him out. 
No-one knows it all. I now chose Big 
Star jr, who has Big Star as sire out of 
the dam of Taloubet Z. You wonder 
if, with such a pedigree, anything can 
go wrong? Surely, that is a genetically 
perfect combination? But you never 

know for sure. Last year, besides Big 
Star junior, I also twice used Chester 
Z (Calvaro Z x Rebel II Z) ridden by 
Mathijs Van Asten and once Asca Z 
(Askari).

How do you fi nd the match between 
your mare and a stallion?
Wat is the ideal match? I do not 
know. For a small mare you look for 
a tall stallion perhaps.. but what you 
need is to get lucky. Big Star jr K Z 
is perfectly bred and it is something 
different for a change. I once bought 
Nacorde at an auction, a Concorde 
x Renville x Jasper x Akteur. I kept 
him on until he was a 9-yr-old and 
by that time I jumped 1.30m level 
classes on him. That horse later won 
the Hamburg Derby three times 
under Andre Thieme. The pedigree 
is full of proven sport stallions and 
that I believe to be an indication. 
But it does not always need to be a 
proven stallion. This year the fi rst 
foals of Big Star jr were born and 

he does have a pedigree of top-sport 
stallions. I do look at that. The mare 
who produced the Zandor Z this year 
is now in foal to Big Star jr K Z and 
for my mare I chose Arezzo VDL. A 
proven stallion is good, but using a 
young or unknown stallion also has 
its good sides. Chellsini Z (Chellano 
Z x Cassini I) is perfectly bred and 
not expensive. I do look at the stud 
fee and 500 euro for a stallion like 
that is not a lot.

You have a stable, what exactly do 
you mean? 
My parents were pig farmers here in 
this street and at one time they sold 
their farm. I was looking for a job, 
but perhaps I am not smooth enough. 
I was already riding horses and then I 
decided to go into them. I am a decent 
rider and I know my limits. I breed 
horses, break them, prepare them for 
selections and championships, school 
them. I started Harley VDL and 
Pitareusa, for example. I am patient 
with horses and I believe that I am not 
doing anything wrong. I think that 
I can get on with a youngster, even 
though I am not a Harrie Smolders, 
Leon Thijssen or Jur Vrieling. I try to 
make a living. Oh, those horses, it is 
a crazy world, is not it?

What do you mean?
Everyone agrees that you should 
build things quietly up with a young 
horse, but when you get a horse to 
saddle-break and two weeks later 
you still have not been on top, the 
owner gets impatient. It should not 
cost too much money, you see. 

Is it a lucrative business?
Well, I try to pay all my bills every 
year. It is not as if I have earned a 
fortune. It is just a way of life and I 
love to live among horses and try to 
make ends meet. I do not care about 
money, but I do feel the pressure of 
money, for you have a lot of costs. I 

now have one-and-a-half foal in the Z 
Quality Auction, Beagle Z and Zeppe 
de Sabette Z, but I am not counting 
on anything. I normally do not sell 
any foals, because as a breeder you 
are still expecting so much from it. I 
take the fi rst steps and then wait and 
see. Like I said, I went to Z-Festival 
in the fi rst place for Zeppe, just took 
Beagle Z along and now we have two 
foals in the auction. For me, that is 
exceptional. 

Do you have a certain amount in mind 
for the auction?
No, I do not do that on purpose, 
because it can be very disappointing. 
These are crazy times. I think that it 
is hard to predict anything. Look, I 
am over the moon right now, I really 
enjoyed Z-Festival and that feeling 
stayed with me for many days. I do 
not want to spoil that by fi xing my 
mind on a price and later perhaps 
drive home disappointed. I only 
want to keep good memories of this 
Z-Festival. As in breeding, also at an 
auction you need a bit of luck. I only 
hope that the new owner will be as 
happy and have as much fun with the 
foal as I have had. 

Was this champion’s title the fi nest 
thing that happened in your breeding 
career?
It was a fi ne moment when my horse 
became a European champion with 
the German team. That was only 
covered in a few lines in the media. 
And now you are here! I will have 
an article in Z-Magazine. I do not 
like photographs and interviews, 
I am not a slick talker, but I admit 
that standing in the limelight can 
be fun. All those phone calls and 
congratulations. I had not expected 
that impact. I am getting the feeling 
that I belong. I needed that, to be 
honest, such recognition gives you 
a boost and that is more important 
than the money you fetch at the 

auction. You know what is also 
great? At Zangersheide they are really 
exclusively concerned with your 
foal. In many studbooks you have to 
know people who know people and 
when you do not, you do not stand a 
chance. At Z-Festival everyone starts 
with the same chance, that is how I 
experience it. 

You are an experience expert, can you 
assess the qualities of a youngster?
No! There are many tall stories going 
round, but they never work out 
(grinning). I was at Aachen and saw 
a Heartbreaker go around, out of a 
driving horse mare. I once had that 
horse, as well as his full brother, one 
year older. I bought the one for 5,000 
euro and later sold him at a loss. 
The other is Unique IX who jumped 
under Tina Fletcher in Aachen. How 
did I manage to miss that? Some tell 
you that they can know, but I do 
not believe them. Of course I can 
recognize qualities, but you only 
know what they can do when they 
can no longer do it.  

When will you say goodbye to your 
horses?
I breed about three to four foals 
a year. Sometimes I also buy a few 
more ad I mostly rear and train 
them myself and then they may go. 
At what age? When they 4- or 5-yr-
olds? That depends of the demand. 
The horse I kept the longest stayed 
until he was a 9-yr-old. I am not a 
real dealer, I do not have a website, 

I do not advertise. I take my horses 
to shows and there they can be seen. 
Hendrix, Schep, Waldman, they all 
bought horses from me. When the 
horse is good enough, there will be 
a buyer. I have always been a modest 
breeder and rider. And I always take 
all the time in the world for my 
youngsters. I mostly start them a bit 
late, but when your horse is good 
enough, he will fi nd his way. And a 
bad one, yes, he cost you.
 
Do you see yourself ever starting in 
the WC for Young Horses?
No, I am too old for that. As a rider 
I feel too old, as a breeder I am still 
fairly young. The WC would not be 
my thing. Let me stay at riding club 
level, those are my classes. I would 
get nervous if I had to jump a ZZ. 
If I had a horse to start in the WC at 
Zangersheide, I would fi nd a suitable 
rider for him. I would have as much 
fun watching them. The WC is too 
high a level for me, it is the Global 
Champions Tour for the youngsters! I 
do not have such ambitions anymore. 
My current ambition is that Beagle 
Z will have a fi ne future and gets a 
great new home. 

Vika Bella (v. Heartbreaker)




