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How has Zangersheide been doing?  
Hoped for but 
not expected’
We asked the question to Judy Ann Melchior and we got the impression that in 2014 she would 
be glad to do 2013 all over again. With one exception, it should be an injury-free year. If we have 
to summarize the year 2013 for Zangersheide in one sentence, it would simply read ‘hoped for 
but not expected’

Hoped for but not expected has been the red line, 
sorry, blue line traversing the year of Zangersheide. In 
Lanaken they hoped for a successful first edition of the 
Z-Tour, but no one had expected that it would become 
such a success. There was hope for a lot of stud work 
for the Z-stallions, but no-one had expected that the 
record number of more than a thousand services would 
be realised. The integral Z team hoped for a successful 
WC, but that the six 5-yr-olds from the Z-stables would 
reach the jump-off of the finals was beyond expectation. 
In short, all that was hoped for came true, and more.

Zangersheide has more than lived up to its expectations, 
although Judy Ann Melchior also had to face some real 
bad luck. Judy and her self-bred As Cold As Ice Z (Artos 
Z x Carthago Z) returned to their familiar five star level. 
The season started promising, with a victory in the 
Nations Cup of Lissabon, where they also jumped into 
fifth place in the GP. ‘Ice’ did not make a single mistake. 
That line was continued in Sankt Gallen and Rotterdam. 
The EC was coming up and then, three weeks before 
this important event, Ice got injured. Judy now hopes to 
pick up the thread again with Ice early this year. Sport-
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wise she had had a dream start, but it did not turn into 
a happy end: ‘As things are rapidly better, that diagnose 
came as a real blow. An injury is always inconvenient 
and unexpected. Even though these are powers beyond 
control, the verdict was bitter’, says Judy Ann, who 
already has so many jumps on her meter that she can 
accept that all things are relative: ‘It is inherent to every 
sport and I have learnt how to cope with it. It was, 
nevertheless, a pity, for we had a very promising start, 
Ice showed her best behaviour, did many wonderful 
things, but in the end the cherry was stole from the pie. 
Fortunately I have other things to occupy my mind than 
just the sport. There is the studfarm, the studbook, the 
events. My ‘sport time out’ was immediately claimed by 
all the other activities. I suddenly had more time on my 
hands, but not for relaxation’, says a smiling Judy. 

The result of putting all that “free time” to use could be 
seen in April, amongst other occasions, during the first 
edition of the Z-Tour. There had been some hassle about 
the available dates, due to a superfluous article in the 
rules of the national federation. Fortunately the KBRSF 
has since realised this to such extent, that the 2014 
Z-Tour can assume its full form with three competitions 

over two weeks and an additional series for young riders 
called ‘U25’. ‘Our point of departure is that riders are 
able to prepare as many as possible horses in the shortest 
time for the real outdoor season’, Judy Ann explains.

Z-events are business cards for Zangersheide and for 
organisations of that calibre the standards are set higher 
than for the horses. That was no different for the Z-Tour. 
‘This was really complete’, the riders said in unison. 
‘Precisely what we can expect from Zangersheide’, they 
add in one breath. From the perspective of the sport it was 
also a success for Judy Ann as a participant; she won the 
first GP, on Aragon Z (Askari), who was the revelation 
of this year for the sport stables of Zangersheide. 
Aragon Z was discovered by Christian Ahlmann and has 
become a family horse. Whether Judy Ann rides him or 
Christian, he almost always wins. For Aragon Z goes as 
well that hopes were high about him, but nobody had 
expected to see what he has shown recently. Aragon Z 
won the Verona World Cup under Christian Ahlmann 
and when it turned out that his other horses were not 
in form yet for the Global Champions Tour Finals, Judy 
Ann offered Aragon Z to Christian again. We know the 
result by now, Aragon Z went clear throughout and 
finished second in the finals of the GCT. With all that 
he has more than earned his oats. Judy Ann looks back 
at 2013 with justified pride: ‘Christian closed the year 
off very nicely. He did put the cherry on the cake, he 
started the season well and finished it even better,’ says 
a happy Judy Ann. Christian started this year as number 
one in the world, a status he kept up for ten months 
and he added a silver medal at the EC in the summer. At 
the WC for Young Horses Judy Ann had her emotional 
moment of the year: ‘The end of the career of Levisto Z 

As Cold as Ice Z

Aragon Z
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was coming. We thought we were ready for it, but when 
the moment actually comes, you find you are not really 
so prepared. Fortunately, it was only his goodbye to the 
sport, he is still staying in his familiar stable as a stud 
and as my best mate.’ 

The WC became a sport success of the Z-stables, with 
seven horses in the finals, six of them reaching the jump-
off. ‘An exceptional and above average performance’, 
Judy Ann reflects. ‘Better seven horses in the finals 
than one on the platform, don’t you think? It says a lot 
about the quality of our stables and explains the record 
number of stallion services that we were able to provide 
this year. Over a thousand breeders used the services 
of our stallions in 2013. We apply strict criteria to the 
stallions, of course, and only bring the best blood to 
Zangersheide,  but that is only the first step. It is not 
enough to just announce that you have the best stallions 
in your stables, because, after all, the stallions themselves 
have to confirm this and they did this very convincingly. 
The popularity of our stallions is strongly related with 
our honest approach. What you see is what you get with 
Zangersheide. During the Open Days we stay objective 
and offer explanations. We give a presentation of our 
stallions, we never call it a stallion show, in which young 
stallions are chased over absurdly high fences. We do 
not want to throw dust in the viewers eyes just to get 
another client. This is because we have a long term 
vision of the sport and breeding and everyone working 
with horses knows that results only come with time. Our 
service station is at the same time a training stables for 
sport stallions. Sport and breeding are one here and we 
show what we have got in the environment in which 
they should be seen, in the ring, at competitions. You 
can not get a more honest picture, our stallions should 
speak for themselves and apparently they have done so 
in a convincing manner’, says a smiling Judy Ann. 

In summary, 2013 was a year not to be ashamed of. 
When we inquire where the emphasis will be placed 
next year, we find that above all we should keep what 
we have got and improve that. ‘Moving step by step’, 
Judy Ann explains. ‘Our website was updated, which 
makes foal registration easier. More and more foals 
find their way via the Z-Market. Our service towards 
the breeders will be a permanent point of attention. We 
will also focus on the stallion owners and offer them 
an attractive selection system, one that is practical and 
accessible. We are already looking across the borders, 
into the direction of France and Germany. 2013 was a 
good year, but everything can be improved and every 

year must be an upgraded version of the previous year. 
That is our major motivation and that is what we want 
to invest in every year.’

Bringing the sport and breeding closer together, that was 
the objective of the WC for Young Horses and this has 
been a success for Zangersheide. There is a development 
of top-class riders looking for their future horses in an 
always younger stock. The WC in Lanaken seems to have 
realised its objective. Riders and breeders have become 
more familiar with and interested in each other, the gap 
between them has gone. This demonstrated by the fact 
that champions such as Jos Lansink and Rodrigo Pessoa 
climbed on the platform. The interest of top-class riders 
in breeding is steadily growing. 

Where the sport is concerned, Judy Ann hopes to pick 
up the thread again this year. Hopefully the period of 
injury is over and she can focus on her comeback in the 
Belgian team.

Candico Z




