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Horse in the Picture:

Aktion Pur Z

By: Björn Van Bunder

What a machine

Aktion Pur Z, a name like some kind of car model. 
One of those made-in-Germany machines, a 
vehicle with loads of capacity and horsepower. 
A real top brand, precious and valuable at the 
same time. A car you cherish with heart and 
soul, you do not drive through the car wash and 
no one but yourself gets his hands on. An Aktion 
Pur Z is for long-distance driving and bridging 
large differences in altitude. You can ride him at 
top speed but he´s always remarkably easy to 
steer. He´s got all it takes, all buttons in place, 
this car offers all the likely options. Being at the 
wheel feels like ‘sitting in an armchair’. Safe, 
comfortable and shockproof. What´s more, it´s 
also a beautiful car. An ‘Elegance’ model, stylish 
and dark brown. 
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 ‘The name 

Aktion Pur Z suits 

him perfectly.’
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Aktion Pur Z is our ‘Horse in the Picture’ because after 
his successful sports career with Judy Ann Melchior in 
the saddle he is now making a comeback in the field 
of breeding. His first crop of foals have been born and 
the results are truly stunning. At Stud Zangersheide they 
have recognised this stallion´s quality like no one else 
and they have been customers right from the word go. 
Ratina Alpha Z, Ratina Gamma Z, Abba Z, Cocaïne Z 
and Carlaya Z have already given birth to Aktion Pur Z 
foals and other great breeders were also quick to jump 
onto the bandwagon. Pieter Devos, Harrie Theeuwes, 
Christian Ahlmann, Joris De Brabander, Leon Spronken, 
Catherine De Buyl and Ton Vullers, just to name  few.

The Aktion Pur Z foals have a strong resemblance to their 
father. They are fine foals with their feet firmly planted 
on the ground in next to no time. You could actually 
compare them to adult horses, but just at a miniature 
size. Gabriele Wierling from Senden remembers that 
back then, Aktion Pur himself was also such a complete 
foal. Gabriele is the daughter of Aktion Pur´s breeder 
Josef Wierling. He died in 2006, at the time when 
his best breeding product was at the beginning of his 
international jumping career. Gabriele Wierling tells the 
story: ‘My father was a farmer in the Westphalian village 
of Senden. Every year he used to breed four or five foals, 
mostly from the same dam line as Aktion Pur’.

Pilot x Goldlack I
Josef Wierling developed Aktion Pur´s dam line all by 
himself. It was his life´s work. His yard in Senden saw 
the arrival of four generations. The line of the Pilot mare 
Parodie in particular proved to be rather successful 
in sports. Besides Aktion Pur, the mare Parodie also 
brought the brown mare Rocky Mountain (Rockwell), 
who competed successfully at international level in the 
Youngster Tour under Toni Hassmann. In 2008 when 
this mare was still only eight years old, this combination 
won the German Championship for professional riders 
in Bad Oeynhausen. Before this she had also achieved a Aktion Pur Z and Judy Ann won the Masters in Mechelen in 

2006 and 2008

Aktion Pur Z x Ratina Gamma ZAktion Pur Z x Cocaine Z
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to underscore the popularity of this Westphalian 
crossbreeding. Meanwhile, the offspring of Pilot and 
Goldlack I have won more than a million Euros in prize 
money.

Ars vivendi: The art of living
For Parodie, one of his youngest mares, Josef Wierling 
used the young stallion Ars Vivendi. Via Accord II this 
stallion was the grandson of Ahorn Z, from the Holstein 
top class line 18a1 which also produced the mare 
Roofs. He turned out to become a producer of modern 
jumpers who in addition to Aktion Pur Z also brought 
H&M Actrice, owned by Malin Baryard-Johnson. This 
crossbreeding with Ars Vivendi proved to be the crown 
on Josef Wierling´s breeding career. During his lifetime 
he was aware that Aktion Pur was a very promising 
stallion indeed, but the fact that he would turn out to 
be his best breeding product ever emerged too late for 
him to witness. In 2006, shortly before Aktion Pur Z 
was sold to Stud Zangersheide, his breeder passed away.

Sire Ars Vivendi was a Holstein who was presented at 
the inspection in Westphalia. At the age of four in 1997, 
he had completed his 100-day test in Neustadt/Dosse 
with the maximum score of a 10.0 for jumping. Before 
that, still a 2-year-old, he had made quite an impression 
at the stallion inspection with his three fantastic paces 
and received a premium. This is what convinced Josef 
Wierling to use this stallion, even more so because he was 
standing stud at a yard closeby. In 1997 that resulted in 
the S horse Ass of Medistar and in 1998 the same pairing 
brought Aktion Pur. 

9,000 DM
The time at his breeder´s yard in Senden was short-lived 
for Aktion Pur. He was soon included in the collection of 

sixth place at the Bundeschampionat in Warendorf 2005 
in the category for five-year-old jumpers. A year later she 
also jumped into the top ten in the 6-year-olds where she 
came in eighth place under Eva Deimel. Together, Toni 
Hassmann and Rocky Mountain scored ten victories in 
class S. In just one year she amassed a total of 17,035 
Euros in winnings. Under Jens Baackmann and Sebastian 
Holtgräve-Osthues Aktion Pur’s one year older full 
brother Ass of Medistar also acted at S-level in Germany.

During her entire life the mare Parodie was a great 
achiever in breeding. She never actually competed 
herself but she certainly had proper jumping genes. In 
Westphalia where Aktion Pur was born, his sire Pilot is 
looked upon as a flagship. In the nineties he produced 
lots of top class horses such as PS Priamus (Dirk 
Hafemeister), Pirol V (Lesley McNaught), Peter Pan 
(Beat Mändli), Bugatti Pedro (Wolfgang Brinkmann), 
Showtime (Nick Skelton), Pro Pilot II (Edouard Couperie) 
and not to forget Pialotta (Edwina Tops-Alexander). But 
Pilot commanded just as much admiration for his mare-
making qualities, a view echoed by Christian Ahlmann. 
His former top horse Lorenzo had a Pilot dam, just like 
Warren (Lutz Gripshöver), Grandilot (Otto Becker), 
Cornet’s Cristallo (Marco Kutscher) and the stallion 
L’Arc de Triomphe. And Pilot also happens to be the 
sire of Aktion Pur Z´s dam. Aktion Pur’s dam Parodie 
for her part had Goldlack I, a son of the Hanoverian 
Goldfalk, as her dam´s sire. Goldlack I was the sire of 
the horse Goldlights on which Markus Fuchs won team 
bronze in The Hague at the 1994 WEG. Just like Parodie 
the breeding stallion Prominenz also carries the Pilot x 
Goldlack I genes. And like Aktion Pur, the stallions Van 
Schijndel’s Rascin owned by Piet Raijmakers Jr. and 
Chiquitin La Silla (Jeroen Dubbeldam) also have a dam 
by Pilot x Goldlack I. These are merely a few examples 

Aktion Pur’s half sister Rocky Mountain, here as a six-year-

old under Eva Deimel. Rocky Mountain and Toni Hassmann: 

triumphed in the German Championship for professional riders 

in Bad Oeynhausen

Just like Aktion Pur Z, the stallion Van Schijndel’s Rascin was 

bred from a mare by Pilot x Goldlack I
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sponsor in El Campeon’s Farm. This resulted in a direct 
sale, even though it came sooner than Ralf Herden had 
hoped. ‘It was absolutely not my intention to sell Aktion 
Pur, but Ludger convinced me that we had no other 
option, really. I didn´t need the money. I wanted to keep 
him. The reason why I finally agreed to sell is because 
the price for the insurance was so high. Maybe I will 
try to get a foal by Aktion Pur Z, even though I am not 
a breeder at heart. I happen to have a mare and I am 
planning to pair her with Aktion Pur Z next year.’

The leap across the big pond
Aktion Pur Z was scheduled to cross the big pond at the 
age of seven, but before that he toured around Europe 
with his new lady rider. With Nicole Simpson in the 
saddle he kept a clear record for three days running in 
the youngster classes in Valkenswaard. Barely seven years 
old, the stallion competed in 1.45m classes In Brussels 
and Stuttgart, mostly finishing with clear rounds. ‘He 
had an incredible capacity for jumping and the will to 
stay clean each and every time.’ One month later Steve 
Guerdat got the chance to take her stallion with him to 
La Coruna because she had a bit of a crowded calendar. 
Just like Marco Kutscher and Nicole Simpson before him 
he had nothing but praise for the stallion, even though 
his partnership with Aktion Pur was a short one because 
the next competition was the Winter Equestrian Festival 
in Wellington. This event lasts a couple of months and 
here Nicole Simpson and her 8-year-old Aktion Pur Z 
made their debut at 1.50m level. Straight in he became 
third after a double clean round. At the same time this 
heralded the last achievement for Simpson and Aktion 
Pur because a change of plan on the part of his owners 
El Campion’s Farm caused the relocation of the stallion 
to Europe. Nicole Simpson: ‘I was devastated to lose such 
an exceptionally talented horse. For me it came out of 
the blue. Two years later, after the Hong Kong Olympic 
Games, the relation with the sponsor came to a permanent 
end. Will Simpson´s horse that helped him win gold for 

Ralf Herden chiefly remembers Marco Kutscher´s 
overflowing competition calendar which left little time 
to work with the younger horses. In that year Aktion 
Pur did not reach the finals of the Bundeschampionat 
but did make first reserve. He came in sixteenth place in 
the Small Final.

Towards the end of 2004 when Aktion Pur was nearly 
seven his performances started to rocket. He travelled 
to the largest international Youngster Tour competitions 
and really held his own among the field of most 
promising horses in the world. In Genève he showed 
everybody that he was now there to stay. In 2005 he 
won the Youngster Final in Neustadt-Dosse and at the 
outdoor competition of Aach he caught the eyes of Will 
and Nicole Simpson who back then had a very strong 

the NRW Foal Auction where he was sold for 9,000 DM. 
So there is not much for Gabriele Wierling to remember 
him by, other than that he was indeed a very handsome 
foal. Aktion Pur´s dam has now reached the age of 24 
and has been withdrawn from breeding, but Gabriele 
continues her breeding programme with the mare Dinard 
L x Goldlack I who is a half sister of Aktion Pur´s dam. 
‘We still keep the horses at our parental home but we no 
longer breed on the same scale as my father used to do. 
We´re not farmers and that makes it difficult to combine 
with our jobs. We breed just one or two foals each year’, 
explains Gabriele, who works at the secretarial office of 
the Westphalian Studbook.

At the Westphalian foal auction in Münster-Handorf 
textile merchant Ralf Herden´s eyes were drawn to this 
colt, which at this point in time not even had a name. 
He dispatched the colt to Lars Rethemeier´s raising 
establishment and he himself took on the task of naming 
the foal. ‘That wasn´t easy. The initial letter had to be 
an A because of Ars Vivendi but the P of Pilot also had 
to be included. But when I observed the foal the name 
Aktion Pur suddenly jumped to mind. That name suits 
him perfectly.’ Ralf Herden is an industrialist in textile 
imports and exports and for him horses are a way to 
unwind. Just a couple of horses is all he needs, but he 
insists  on quality, for otherwise it would all be pointless 
as far as he is concerned. ‘Well, that quality came to the 
surface soon enough. As a 2-year-old Aktion Pur was 
quite a stunner so I decided to ask Rethemeier to present 
him at the stallion inspection in Westphalia. But the 
results were disappointing. He was not selected because 
they had the impression that the stallion had been 
over-trained! Unbelievable. This horse was a natural. 
He didn´t need whips for free jumping, he kept going 
through the chute all of his own accord.’

Fifth place at the Bundeschampionat
‘After this the stallion came home to my yard where 
I asked a local rider to bring him on. One year later 
when Aktion Pur was four years old I presented him 
under saddle at the stallion inspection of Oldenburg 
International, where he was accepted. The first to 
come and ask me if the horse was for sale was Paul 
Schockemöhle, but that was not what I had in mind. 
He is not a meal ticket, and I was planning to hang on 
to this horse. I wanted a top rider for this phenomenon 
and the odds were between Marcus Ehning and Ludger 

Beerbaum. I chose Beerbaum because his stables are 
located closer to my home which meant that it would 
be easier for me to go over and see how my horse is 
doing. But there was one catch: Beerbaum wanted half-
ownership. That was the only way to come to some sort 
of arrangement. So that´s what we did. His riders started 
him in ridden work when he was four years old. One 
year on and Marco Kutscher and Aktion Pur came in 
fifth place during the Bundeschampionat in Warendorf. 
That year he had shown first-rate potential and he was 
the talk of the town.’

Marco Kutscher is also enthusiastic about the 
exceptional qualities of this stallion. ‘Right from the 
start it was clear that this stallion could sail across any 
jump, which is maybe the reason why he didn´t win 
the Bundeschampionat. Those low jumps simply were 
not challenging enough for him, he practically walked 
over them. Normally, horses achieve better scores when 
they try hard, but he didn´t need to. It all came so easy 
to him that he deserved a long period of rest after the 
championship.’ There were some factors that caused 
Aktion Pur to perform somewhat below par as a 6-year-
old. Kutscher argues that he had probably been given 
too much downtime over the winter months. Owner 

Marco Kutscher: ‘Right from the 

start it was clear that this stallion 

could sail across any jump.’

‘Paul Schockemöhle was the first 

to come and ask if Aktion Pur Z 

was for sale.’

Nicole Simpson: ‘I was devastated 

to lose such an exceptionally 

talented horse.’
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Judy Ann Melchior: ‘He was still 

so full of potential. He was a true 

phenomenon, one of the greatest 

talents of his generation.’

Daniel Deusser: 

‘He had extraordinary power and 

was amazingly athletic.’

America at the Olympic Games also went to another 
rider.’

Aktion Pur went to Jan Tops who passed him on to Daniel 
Deusser, his stable rider at that time, and now he too 
could join the select group of other fans: Marco Kutscher, 
Ludger Beerbaum, Steve Guerdat and Nicole Simpson. ‘At 
that time Aktion Pur was only eight but he outclassed my 
other horses. At our second show, the Global Champions 
Tour in Monaco, we already finished in second place in 
the Great Tour on Friday. He had extraordinary power 
and was amazingly athletic which came together in a 
fantastic technique for perfecting his jumps. It´s such a 
shame that he didn´t stay longer. After Valkenswaard he 
was sold to Judy Ann Melchior.’

A perfect combination
Aktion Pur Z ticked all the boxes to fit in within the 
framework of Stud Zangersheide. Judy Ann: ‘We are 
always on the lookout for talented young stock. When you 
find yourself in a position to purchase a phenomenon like 
Aktion Pur Z you don´t shilly-shally. He was the perfect 
addition to my competition stables and an extremely 
interesting stallion too for breeding purposes. Before this 
time I had not often seen him in action really, but it was 
common knowledge that he is an outstandingly good 
horse. He already jumped Grand Prix classes as an 8-year-
old. And not just that, he is also a very elegant, classy 
horse with a wonderful posture. He stands at 1.69m, 
which is just perfect.’

After some months of bonding and getting to know each 
other Judy Ann Melchior and Aktion Pur Z made their 

first international appearance at Jumping Mechelen in 
2006. Here he proved that we can truthfully rank him 
among the best horses of his generation. He won the 
Landrover Masters with jumps as high as 1.80m. Judy 
Ann: ‘That was an incredibly amazing experience. The 
Masters was a dream start. Not only because we won, 
but also because I managed to  steady him more and more 
as we progressed over the rounds. You see, Aktion Pur Z 
has a strong personality. He is not a wild character, but 
he could be a bit over-exuberant in the beginning. He was 
extreme in every aspect and had to learn how to channel 
his energy. Initially, we therefore encountered difficulties in 
the doubles and triples because he would be too forward-
going. For us, 2007 was a transitional year in which we 
jumped our first Great Prizes. Our breakthrough came in 
2008 with a second place in the Global Champions Tour 
Grand Prix of Arezzo and a fourth position in the GP of 
Doha. That year Aktion Pur competed in seven Globals 
and every time he got through to the second round. That 
same year we won the Landrover Masters in Mechelen for 
the second time.’

In 2009 Aktion Pur Z was selected onto the Belgian 
Team. Everything was set for Judy Ann to take him to 
the European Championships in Windsor. The first step 
was the Nations´ Cup of La Baule, the first of the season. 
Suddenly things went wrong. Aktion Pur Z got injured 
and needed box-rest. He was fit again just in time to take 
part in the Nations´ Cup of Dublin but there his injury 
returned and they were forced to give Windsor a pass. 
He was put on a six-month revalidation  programme. In 
March 2010 he made a comeback with a fifth place in 
the GP of Bremen. Everything looked so promising, but 
it wasn´t to be. Aktion Pur Z never really progressed to 
his old self, Judy Ann Melchior admitted. ‘He was still so 
full of potential. He was a true phenomenon, one of the 
greatest talents of his generation.’

In 2013 Aktion Pur Z became available for breeding. ‘We 
would have introduced him to breeding much earlier but 
because of his injuries we decided to wait to give him 
the best possible chances of healing.’ His first foals show 
potential, Judy Ann describes: ‘They have the same muscle 
mass as their sire. Aktion Pur has a strong back which he 
has clearly passed on to his offspring. They look powerful, 
without being coarse. He also seems to pass on his blood 
as well as presence and his foals have sufficient size.’


