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was then still dominated by politics and the military. In 
the weekends the hard working building entrepreneur 
had to cope with riders who did nothing else besides 
horse riding. He only rode horses which he had bought 
himself. In this he already was revolutionary. He received 
his training in Germany, at the Schockemöhle family, 
amongst others, and bought their best horses. Ahorn Z, 
Wildfeuer, Heureka Z,… With power horses like those 
Léon Melchior reached top level. High jumping classes 
were his favourite. He was a hotshot… Time and again 
he cleared two meter walls and his horses could even 
jump a 2.30m fence. But also in the classic GPs Melchior 
was a name to be reckoned with. With mentioned Ahorn 
he jumped the Aachen Grand Prix. At the CSIO in Nice 
he reached the podium. He rode the Nations Cup of 
Hickstead and won the Austrian GP. Naturally there 
were other riders, who were better trained and had 
more talent, but what Léon Melchior achieved in the 
sport was remarkable. Because he had started so late 
and had no time to train. That was the reason that he 
contracted Johan Heins, who jumped a horse from Léon 
Melchior to gold in the 1977 European Championship. 
Léon Melchior was also one of the first sponsors in the 
showjumping world. He owned the legendary Olympic 
medal winners Gai Luron, ridden by François Mathy 
and Warwick Rex, ridden by Alwin Schockemöhle. 

Heureka Z, born in 1960, was one of the best horses 
in the world between 1969 and 1971. She was a tall 
and powerful mare with a remarkable character, so she 
was described. Under Herman Schridde she won the 
Aachen GP and then Léon Melchior bought the mare. 
He won the Berlin GP on her, but not much later, in 
1972, she got injured. Léon Melchior discovered that 
sport horses could not stand the pace for long enough. 
This inspired him to start breeding horses himself with 
the focus on health. He made enormous investments in 
research. Movement, movement, movement was his first 
motto. Zangersheide was one of the first stables in the 
world with a horse walker conveyor belt, the longest 

Léon Melchior’s 
life with horses
Adorned by a number of famous horse portraits, we give 

you an impression of Léon Melchior’s life with horses. 

From A to Z, from Ahorn Z to Zandor Z, 

from 1963 to 2015.

Ahorn Z, when you read that name you automatically 
think of the stallion bred by Léon Melchior, a son of 
Almé Z out of Heureka Z, which entered history as the 
sire of Accord II. Ahorn Z is still strongly influencing 
the current sport via the bloodlines of the progenitors 
Lux Z, Lordanos, Concerto II, Indorado, Canturano 
and Numero Uno. Ahorn Z was a special stallion with 
a special name. Half a century ago, Léon Melchior 

caused sensation in the top sport also with a horse called 
Ahorn, but that was another Ahorn. That was a gelding 
by the Westfalian stallion Aar. The original Ahorn was 
born in 1963, the year in which Léon Melchior started 
horse riding and bought his first horse. First he did some 
hunting, later he turned to showjumping. He already was 
37 when he first sat in the saddle. Léon Melchior was one 
of the first amateurs in the showjuymping sport, which 

in the world. Nothing less was good enough for Léon 
Melchior. Top-class mare Heureka Z had to retire from 
the sport and went into breeding. Bad luck turned into 
success. With this mare Léon Melchior started his real 
breeding career. Heureka Z was the first foundation 
dam of Studfarm Zangersheide. She would produce 
Argentina Z and is, of course, the grandam of Ratina 
Z, the business card of Studfarm Zangersheide after her 
winning Olympic team gold in Barcelona and Atlanta. 
Heureka Z also produced the stallion Ahorn Z and 
further offspring covering numerous generations. Only 
sport mares can produce sport horses. This is now a 
generally accepted principle, but Léon Melchior was the 
first to intentionally used sport mares to breed with.

Almé Z was the first licensed stallion to arrive at 
Zangersheide, this was in the middle of the seventies. 
François Mathy, one of the main suppliers for Lanaken, 
had managed to get hold of him in France. Léon Melchior 
would breed with him, naturally also with his German 
mares. The outcross system was new and came from pig 
farming. The whole world frowned when Melchior was 
doing the same thing with his horses. Nowadays almost 

Ahorn Z

Wildfeuer Heureka Z
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health were the most important selection criteria at the 
time and this has always remained so for Léon Melchior. 
Already in the days of Almé Z Léon Melchior started 
using artificial insemination. When one of the horses was 
discovered to have Herpes, he immediately switched fully 
over from service in the flesh to AI. Léon Melchior made 
immense investments to improve the technique. This 
paid off immediately, because in that way Almé Z and 
all the following stallions would be able to fertilize more 
mares from the clients and still continue their careers 
in the sport. Eventually, Almé Z, the very first breeding 
stallion of Studfarm Zangersheide, would become one 
of the most influential sires in history. As sire of Jalisco 
B and Galoubet A, grandsire of Quidam de Revel and 
great-grandsire of Baloubet du Rouet, Quickstar, Nabab 
de Rêve and Verdi, he lies at the basis of possibly the 
strongest stallion line ever. Later Léon Melchior bought 
Ramiro Z and he leased, amongst others, Furioso II 
and Cor de la Bryere to give Z-breeding a new impulse. 
The sperm from all those top class stallions was made 
available to the breeders for bargain prices in order to 
improve the general quality of the Belgian and Dutch 
sport horses. 

all horses are outcross products one way or another. 
Almé Z was a 9-yr-old and had proved himself in France 
as one of the best sons of the popular stallion Ibrahim. 
Under Johan Heins he won several GPs for Zangersheide 
and he won the opening class at the 1977 EC in Vienna. 
At the same time he had to serve the mares in Lanaken 
which Léon Melchior had bought in Hanover. These 
were mainly daughters of Gotthard and Agram, which 
had started in the sport themselves or were related to 
good sport horses. Melchior was the first to breed with 
that perspective. He had imported hundreds of mares in 
the end of the seventies in anticipation of a co-operation 
with the Dutch government. The plan was to develop 
a state of the art Dutch national studfarm for which 
Zangersheide would supply the genetic material. Also 
the stallions Almé Z and Ramiro Z had been attracted 
for that purpose. When this plan eventually collapsed, 
Léon Melchior, his breeding manager Alex Korompis 
and current rider Johan Heins began to make a thorough 
selection. Zangersheide had almost a thousand horses 
and in those days went to the BWP stallion selection with 
forty candidates. It had become too big. Also the boss 
realised this. Six hundred horses were sold. Sport and 
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Léon Melchior, Sil Z & Dick Wieken, Caddy Z & Willy vd Ham, Romeo Z 
& Jan Broek, Faroek Z
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Ratina Z was the first breeding product that put 
Zangersheide on the world map. She was a grand-
daughter of the top-class mare Heureka Z. Ratina 
Z was one of the first real blood-horses. After twice 
winning European team gold under Piet Raijmakers and 
Ludger Beerbaum she was awarded the title of Mare of 
the Century. Her bronze statue is standing in front of 
the office of Léon Melchior. Ratina Z won individual 
silver at the Barcelona Olympics, two European titles, 
the World Cup and a World Championship. In 1999 
her sport career came to an end after which she served 
breeding for several years. Nowadays she is living on in 
the stallions Crown Z and Comme Il Faut, but also in 
her three clones at Zangersheide. Ratina Z demonstrated 
that Léon Melchior had made the right choices in 
his breeding. In the mean time he had cleared many 
obstacles and with every step forwards he got the wind 
in his face. The ties with Hanover were broken. There 
was also a lot of criticism from the Netherlands, but no-
one would get the better of Léon Melchior. In order to 
work towards his aim more productively, he founded his 
own studbook in 1992. 

Ramiro Z arrived at Zangersheide a few years after Almé 
Z. This must have been in 1978. He had his active sport 
career behind him and Léon Melchior again surprised 
friend and foe by buying the stallion. Ramiro Z had been 
one of the best stallions of his generation, ridden by Fritz 
Ligges. He had cleared a 2.20m wall and also won several 
of the most important GPs in the world. Also in breeding 
he had proved himself. Holstein had defined him at the 
time as the ideal showjumping horse. That Germany 
allowed to let such a super stallion go was incredible at 
the time. At Zangersheide the Holsteiner stallion would 
fertilize the daughters of Almé Z to create a double 
outcross. This combination of Ramiro Z x Almé Z 
became the key for Zangersheide breeding. The jumping 
power of Ramiro Z in combination with the eagerness 
of Almé Z was the “perfect match”. Remember Ratina 
Z, Renomee Z, Randel Z, Robin I and II Z. Ramiro Z 
is also sire of Nirmette, Royal Kaliber, Royal Bravour, 
Rinnetou Z and Van Schijndel’s Rascin. Via Randel Z he 
is grandsire of the best horse of the WEG in Normandy 
2014, Cortes C, ridden by Beezie Madden. 

Ramiro Z

Ratina Z
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In the eighties, also Robin I & II Z were successful 
products of the well-tested combination Ramiro Z x 
Almé Z. Breeder Léon Melchior once considered Robin 
I Z the best stallion he ever bred. Robin I, as well as the 
stallion Ralmé Z, another Ramiro Z x Almé Z, were sold 
to the Swedish state studfarm Flyinge. All by himself, 
he breathed new life into Swedish showjumping horse 
breeding. Under Peter Ericsson he would first belong to 
one of the best horses in the world, starting at the WEG 
in The Hague and the Atlanta Olympics. He was twice 
Swedish Champion, finished sixth in the World Cup 
Finals, seventh in the EC and he won several GPs. His 
daughter H&M Butterfly Flip became the leader of the 
WBFSH world ranking and won Olympic team silver in 
Athens. Helena Lundbäck featured in the Final Tour at 
the WEG in Jerez de la Frontera 2002 on Utfors Mynta. 
End of the nineties Robin I Z was the best showjumping 
horse producer in the world. His brother Robin II Z also 
moved to Scandinavia, where he jumped for Denmark 
under Thomas Velin. We know him, of course, as sire 
of, amongst others, the top-class mare Utopia vd 
Donkhoeve. Robin II Z built up a good breeding career 
in France and he died last year as a 27-yr-old.

Rex Z was another example of the fact that Léon 
Melchior was not afraid to take risks. In 1987 the 
breeder crossed his highly promising then 5-yr-old mare 
Ratina Z with her one year older full brother Rebel I Z. 
Sire’s and dam’s side are exact copies. The experiment 
caused a lot of discussion. Purposeful inbreeding in the 
purest sense of the word was rarely seen in this sector. 
The result fully met Léon Melchior’s desire. The stallion 
Rex Z would under Piet Raijmakers reach international 
level and his offspring would do even better. From but 
a limited number of foals a large percentage would 

Caretano Z was one of the most popular stallions that 
Léon Melchior ever had in his stables, but the success 
was short lived. He had bought the stallion at the stallion 
jumping in Zwolle. His sire Caretino would become the 
number one of Holstein and his dam produced, five years 
after Caretano Z, also Contendro I, sire of Codex One. 
Caretano Z came out of one of Holstein’s best lines. His 
bloodline was immaculate and under Jos Lansink he 
showed great promise. As a 7-yr-old he won the World 
Championships for 7-yr-olds at Zangersheide. Caretano 
Z was the horse of the future, in all respects. In his 
younger years he served more than a hundred mares per 
season. Just as well that AI and endoscopy had already 
become common practice here! As a 9-yr-old Caretano 
Z jumped the World Cup and was placed for the finals 
in Göteborg. Caretano Z was also scheduled for the EC 
in Arnheim, but a loin rupture during transport to CSIO 
Rome proved fatal for the stallion. Léon Melchior was 
heartbroken, for this would have been the successor of 
Carthago Z. In the meantime Melchior had acquired 
another son of Caretino. He had bought Caridor Z in 
Argentina and also that stallion provided Jos Lansink 
and Zangersheide with many highlights. They won, for 
example, the Aachen Nations Cup and team bronze at 
the WC in Jerez de la Frontera. 

outcross, as her dam was a trotter. Léon Melchior again 
proved one of his theories to be right. Nevertheless pure 
inbreeding never became popular with the large public, 
unlike indirect line-breeding. 

Carthago Z came to Zangersheide in the middle of the 
nineties, at the time that World Cup winner Jos Lansink 
became the Zangersheide rider. CarthagoZ was to be 
an Olympic horse at all costs. Eventually he rode two 
Olympics on the horse, in Atlanta and Sydney. Again 
Léon Melchior had found a top-class horse in Germany. 
At that time Holstein was the best studbook in the world 
and Carthago Z was the most promising son of Holstein’s 
standard bearer Capitol I. Carthago Z  and Lansink won 
the Nations Cups of Aachen, Rotterdam and La Baule. 
Zangersheide has two sons left of Carthago Z, Crown Z 
and Cicero Z. Carthago Z had 73 sons licensed world-
wide. Judy Ann Melchior won the WC bronze team 
medal at the WEG in Kentucky thanks to the Carthago 
Z daughter Cha Cha Z. At the time of Carthago Z 
the veterinarians at Zangersheide had specialised in 
endoscopic insemination. This produced considerably 
better results. Mares got sooner in foal and stallions 
would therefore not have to work so hard. In that way 
Carthago Z could combine sport and breeding. After 
his sport career, Carthago Z, who was leased year after 
year, returned to his homeland Holstein, where he died 
in 2013. It has been one of the biggest frustrations of 
Léon Melchior that the owner, the Holsteiner Verband, 
refused to provide cells to have Carthago Z cloned. 

Robin I en II Z

Rex Z

Caretano Z

perform at 1.60m level. The most famous daughter 
Regina Z ridden by Harrie Smolders won the Z-Ranking 
several times and turned her sire into an unforgettable 
feat in the life of Léon Melchior. Regina Z is the purest 
example of pure in-breeding followed by extreme 
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Chellano Alpha Z was born in 2008 and would 
become the first cloned foal at Zangersheide. Again 
Léon Melchior placed a milestone, for he was the 
first to effectively include the cloning technique in his 
breeding. Léon Melchior has always been a pioneer in 
reproduction techniques. He introduced the outcross, 
AI, sperm diluents, sperm transport, IVF, sexing, 
DNA analysis, endoscopic fertilization and embryo 
transplantation. The idea to have Chellano Z cloned was 
developed more than ten years ago, after Chellano Z had 
died so prematurely. Léon Melchior had imported this 
son of Contender out of the full sister of Corrado from 
Holstein, after he was rejected as a sire at the stallion 
selection in Neumünster. In retrospect, this was one of 
his most clever moves. The Holsteiner Verband is still 
biting its lip, as Chellano Z became very successful and 
immensely popular. Chellano Z made it to the top ten 
at the WC in Lanaken both as a 6- and 7-yr-old. He 
became extremely popular in breeding and has offspring 
performing up to Olympic level. That is why it is so 
important that his genetic material has been preserved 
for breeding via his clone Chellano Alpha Z.

As Cold As Ice Z, on which Judy Ann Melchior won 
the Furusiyya Nations Cup for Belgium in Barcelona, is 
currently considered one of the best showjumping mares 
in the circuit. “Ice” is, in fact, the first horse from own 
breeding on which someone from the Melchior family 
is performing at the highest level of the sport. The 
original plan of Léon Melchior worked out perfectly 
one generation later. Isn’t it great that he still lived to 
see this? Sire Artos Z also produced Rotchild ridden by 
Mclain Ward and dam Cold As Ice Z (Carthago Z) also 
jumped GPs herself. The grandam was by Ramiro Z and 
the great-grandam Aglaya Z (Agram), imported from 
Hanover, was the full sister of the Olympic horse Agent 
ridden by Paul Schockemöhle. The pedigree of As Cold 
As Ice Z reflects Léon Melchior’s life with horses. The 
blood of this mare should never be lost, in spite of her 
sport programme. That is why it was evident to clone 
the mare, to preserve her genetic material. Meanwhile 
Zangersheide has two cloned yearlings from her, As 
Cold as Ice Alpha Z and As Cold As Ice Beta Z. “Ice” 
herself has two offspring.

Levisto Z was the first horse to arrive at the start of 
the generation change at Zangersheide. Léon Melchior 
bought the beautiful grey for his daughter, who had just 
finished her youth period and was about to enter the 
Belgian team. The grey was absolutely made for her, a 
classy stallion with charisma and, of course, the best 
jumping qualities. A horse that meets the requirements 
of today’s sport. Again Léon Melchior had made the 
right decision. Judy Ann Melchior and her golden 
horse Levisto Z won several podium places in the 
Global Champions Tour, qualified for the World Cup 
Finals and twice won the Sires of the World, at home 
in Lanaken during the World Championships for Young 
Showjumping Horses. The picture was just right, both 
for the sport and breeding. Levisto Z received the 
recognition from the breeders and is currently one of the 
most popular sires at our station. 


