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2017The year of...

Happy New Year! Would you like it to be as last year? Or do you have new 

desires? What is there to look back on and what to look forward to? 

We asked this question to…...
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Paul Bocken: ‘emotional moment more 
important than money’
‘My father was at home, he was babysitting and was 
following the auction via the live-stream. Afterwards we 
called each other and we were both silent. A loaded con-
versation without any words. It was an emotional mo-
ment and believe me, that is not when you think about 
money.’ This is what Paul Bocken says about his experi-
ence with Freaky Pleasure Z at the Zangersheide Quality 
Auction. Paul is the son who followed in the footsteps 
of his father Jan, the first farrier of Zangersheide. 
Nowadays Paul is in charge of the hooves. Such as those 
from Levisto Z, which he fell in love with to. Besides 
farrier, Paul is also a breeder. It can be no surprise that 
Levisto Z plays an important role in his breeding.  Two 
years ago, at the Zangersheide Quality Auction, he re-
ceived 23,000€ for his Levisto Z foal. This year Paul 
Schockemöhle paid 40,000€ for his Freaky Pleasure Z, a 
colt by For Pleasure out of Licia Z and she is a daughter 
of…Levisto Z. ‘I find it already special for having your 
foal selected for the Z auction. Especially considering 
that it is one of 70 foals picked out from a lot of 800’, 
says Paul Bocken, who also knows something about 
the other side of the medal. He had four foals this year, 

one of which died from a colic. It was one by Aganix 
du Seigneur Z. Paul bounced from the one extreme 
to the other. Freaky Pleasure Z was even the champi-
on of his class! ‘Z breeders already make a selection at 
home. I do, too. Freaky Pleasure Z would have nothing 
to be ashamed about at the Z Festival. I realised that. 
Otherwise I would not have brought him and therefore 
I was hoping for a place in the top 30. The Z jury treas-
ures sport lineages and there I had done well. That we 
would win in the end is something you can never pre-
dict. It just all happened to me and you do not know 
what will happen next. You should know that during 
the event I am the service farrier. That makes the finals 
take a long time, you know’, laughs Bocken. 40,000 € is 
a whole lot of money, don’t you think? ‘It is, but riders 
and owners have come to realise that they have to buy 
and invest in younger horses. And the auction at the WC 
is a perfect timing. In addition, the presentation is very 
professionally and accurately handled. Dana Blue is out 
of the half-sister to Licia Z and she won, under Maikel 
Van Der Vleuten, the Wolden GP end of July. That is the 
sort of thing they mention during the auction.’

our regular date’
Why not? Why not start in the WC qualifiers this year? 
They had planned to for several years, but there had al-
ways been practical problems. This year they went and 
it went so well that the Rooms family has already re-
served a weekend for next year; the weekend of the Z 
Festival. ‘We have put it down in our agenda’, says a 
smiling Wilfried Rooms. 
Understandably, because Emma Rooms won a WC tick-
et at the Z Festival with Tigra Ter Wilgen Z (Taloubet 
Z x Air Jordan Z). In the WC Tigra and Emma caught 
the real spirit. They did not touch a fence, not even in 
the jump-off of the finals and they finished in fifth place. 
 
Emma Rooms had been coming to the WC for several 
years, as a visitor. All that time she dreamt and secretly 
hoped to one day ride in the WC herself. Even though 
that seemed a long way away. Thanks to the Z Festival 
she managed to get there and thanks to the WC she had 
the best moment in her sport career so far. 
 
Wilfried Rooms is both looking ahead and also looks 
back with satisfaction: ‘2017 was indeed an extraor-
dinary year for us. Not only in the sport. Bellissima 
Ter Wilgen Z, a half-sister of Tigra, was discovered 
by Stephan Conter and she got sold. That, too, was a 
fine development. They had five healthy foals this year. 
Mostly they have an average of three foals per year. All 
the pieces of the puzzle fell into place. “We use the young 
mares first for breeding before they go into the sport. It 
was the same with Tigra. That is why she entered the 
sport at a somewhat later age, but in spite of her lack of 
experience she still jumped six clear rounds in the cycle. 
We had her flushed several times, which is not good for 
her sport performance. Fortunately she is a fast learn-
er. When we qualified at the Z Festival for the WC, we 
have given the sport priority. You could see the result at 
the WC. And it so happened that she got in season soon 
thereafter. That resulted in an embryo by Cicero Z. It 
was a very beautiful year in all respects.’

Familie Rooms: 
‘from now on the Z Festival is 
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will be hard to equal. That is why I fully enjoy the mo-
ment, for I will not likely get another year like this one’, 
says a modest Harrie. He was rewarded for twenty years 
of hard labour, extravagant input, uncurbed engagement 
and professionalism. Such an attitude did not escape the 
notice from the American Coulter. His Copernicus Stables 
invested in the sport stables of Smolders and Euro Horse. 
‘With Axel Verlooy we have been featuring in the top for 
many years, but Euro Horse is a horse dealing business. 
We brought the horses to the top and that was when they 
were always sold. Thanks to Copernicus we can now keep 
the horses for the sport. Before we harvested finances, 
now we also harvest sport successes and they pay off, as 
well’, Smolders explains. ‘I do not like the word “lucky”, 
but this year it all worked out because our stable man-
agement was effective, we did not get any injuries and all 
the horses had the right form at the right time.’ Besides 
the duo Emerald and Don, the next generation is already 
waiting, with Cas, Colmar and Zinius. ‘This winter these 
horses will get the chance to prove themselves and I hope 
that at least one of them will reach the level of Emerald 
or Don. The fact is that nowadays we are investing in 
the sport and can patiently build up the horses and give 
them all the chances to grow on’, Harrie Smolders con-
cludes. Don VHP Z was born in Diest, sold as a colt to 
the Netherlands and from there moved to Great Britain. 
The American Coulter sisters trained in Grobbendonk un-
der the wings of Smolders’, says Axel Verlooy. ‘We were 
looking for a horse for Saer Coulter. In Hickstead the then 
8-yr-old Don finished fourth in the GP under a British lady 
rider. That already was an impressive result at the time 
and Coulter decided to buy the horse. When she stopped, 
she asked Harrie if he would take over Don in the sport.’, 
Axel Verlooy explains. 

‘We should enjoy these unique moments’

Harrie Smolders and Don VHP Z from Stal Euro Horse 
are easily the most successful combination of the year. 
He showed that once again in the finals of the Global 
Champions Tour, which he won. That was the cherry on 
the pie of his best year ever. He stood on top of the podium 
at every important date; victory in the Global Champions 
Tour, the Global Champions League and the finals of the 
Nations Cup. Just a small miss in the EC, where he ‘only’ 
won the silver. Smolders laughs: ‘Isn’t it great to be able to 
put it like that.’
 
Harrie won his very first EC medal this year. Another con-
firmation of their regular performance. That he and Don 
VHP Z (Diamant de Semilly) became European reserve 
champions may have come as a surprise for the outside 
world, because Don is not a spectacular jumper. But no 
other horse is jumping more efficiently and, above all, 
more clear rounds than Don. He does not often win, but he 
reaches the podium wherever he starts; second in the EC, 
second in the GCT rounds in Rome and Hamburg, third 
in Paris. ‘I can not imagine that there are any horses jump-
ing more clear rounds than Don. He is just not the fastest 
horse, that is why he often does not win and rarely reaches 
the spotlights. Maybe that is why he is underestimated by 
the outside world. I have been riding Don now for three 
years and we have become a closely-knit  combination’, 
says Smolders, who, besides Don, can also count on his 
other stallion, Emerald. They perfectly alternate with each 
other and and they can fill each other’s slots. ‘We have 
worked out a perfect programme for Emerald and Don 
which allows them to peak in turn. They have both done 
exceptionally well this year and I realise very well that this 

The wonder year of Harrie Smolders 
and Z Ranking winner Don VHP Z  
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The shining future 
of Pieter Devos and Claire Z
The sport future of Pieter Devos is secured and this 
has a lot to do with Claire Z (Clearway). The finals of 
the Nations Cup in Barcelona was her first five star GP 
and she won. One and a half month later she made her 
debut in a World Cup, in Lyon, and there she finished 
fourth, without having a single fence down. In the past 
year Claire Z gave Pieter the one pleasant surprise and 
confirmation after the other. Pieter Devos is ambitious 
in his race to the top and he invests in his future. We 
could also see that during the World Championships for 
Young Showjumping Horses, where he won the silver on 
the 7-yr-old Flash. Same weekend he was bidding in the 
Zangersheide Quality Auction and bought Charmeur 
du Poteau Z (Comilfo Plus Z) and from the Z Online 
Veiling he fetched Ariane du Poteau Z. Both come from 
the same line as Claire Z. That says something about the 
trust of a rider in a good line with proven breeding.

Pieter Devos talks about his new top horse in superla-
tives, for that is the league he believes Claire Z belongs. 
‘It was incredible how quick and easy Claire Z tackled 
her first World Cup. I have never seen anything like that. 
Without denigrating my other horses, I dare to say that 
Claire Z is the best horse I have ever ridden. That Claire 
Z is doing so well gives me even more satisfaction be-
cause we have trained her ourselves. Claire Z came out 
of the field and was not saddle-broken when we bought 
her. That gives us extra pleasure about her performance. 
We worked hard for it, always believed in it and are now 
rewarded. I should not stick that feather in my cap, it 
was all done by my wife Caroline and our staff at home.’

The Liefsoens family were among 
the winners in the WC in September. 
Their Papillon Z finished fifth in the 
Z Ranking. Two months before, an-
other horse they bred, Sea Coast 
Pebbles Z, won his first five star 
GP. That was at Knokke Hippique, 
where Papillon Z had won the GP 
two years before. Papillon Z did it 
under Jérome Guery, Pebbles Z un-
der Gudrun Patteet, who was world 
champion at Zangersheide several 
years ago. 
It was a season with ups and downs 
and our first five star GP victory was 
our highlight by far, says Gudrun, 
who had her moment of glory in 
Knokke. ‘I am talking about a year 
with ups and downs because Sea 
Coast Pebbles Z is both a genius 
and an unpredictable horse. He can 
certainly win five star GPs, but I 
can never count on it. With Pebbles 
you never know beforehand. It can 
always go any which way’, laughs 
Patteet. ‘I know that I can never 
tell with Pebbles. On the one hand 
I know that he can jump anything, 
but even during the course he can 
change his mind. For us it is often all 
or nothing. I just have to pick out the 
good days for Pebbles and Knokke 
was one of those days.’ For next year 
Gudrun Patteet is looking forward 
to her new stables and new team of 
horses. ‘Our new stables are opera-
tional. The horses are already staying 
there and can be trained there. That 
is an enormous improvement and 
early next year we complete the final 
details. 2018 is looking good’, says a 
smiling Gudrun.

Sea Coast Pebbles Z 
wins first five star GP
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we have chosen definitely for the sport, Be Express is 
gently built up, in his own tempo. That is why we had an 
explicit preference for the stallion selection of Z France. 
Be Express has the quality and awaits a career in the 
sport. In addition, being recognized by Studbook Z is a 
real surplus value. Even in France they recognize that. 
More and more breeders and owners are looking at Z 
France. You could notice this from the attendance, many 
major stables, studfarms and owners were there.’

Patrice Delaveau was the most remarkable presence 
in the ring during the stallion selection of Z France 
in Deauville. The French international from Haras 
des Coudrettes and ruling reserve world champion 
presented Be Express in person and he had a good 
reason to do so. ‘Be Express is one of the first sons of my 
top sport horse Orient Express, which I love. I can not 
say at present if he will become as good as his sire, but 
I am expecting a lot of him. As at Haras des Coudrettes 

Patrice Delaveau; 
‘Z is a surplus value in France’
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Ute Keller was invited to this year’s ‘Z Breeders Lounge’ 
during the WC for Young Horses. Their studfarm dates 
from 1990, since 1995 they have  registered their foals 
with Zangersheide and in those days that was highly un-
usual. ‘We had discovered that things were much simpler 
at Zangersheide; totally clear arrangements. You do not 
need to pay extra for this and that. Zangersheide was 
and still is the simplest way to register your foals. Z is 
clear and correct and that is how we like it. In addition, 
you have absolute freedom and your choices are respect-
ed. In 2000 I did an apprenticeship for several weeks 
at Zangersheide to learn more about breeding. A very 
fruitful period.’ So far, already 150 foals were born at 
Zuchthof Keller. ‘Sometimes we start in the Z Festival, 
but we can not always make it there. In the past we have 

Antonius Schulze Averdiek is breeding fifteen to twenty 
foals every year. His best known products are Cornado 
I and II, two sons of Cornet Obolensky that are ridden 
by Marcus Ehning and Christian Ahlmann, respectively. 
This season Christian and Cornado II Z won, amongst 
other achievements, the five star GP of Dinard. Antonius 
Schulze Averdiek knows German breeding like no other 
and has proved the quality of his breeding with, amongst 
others, the two Cornado’s. He was therefore a very suit-
able jury member for the German Z Festival. ‘It was an 
interesting experience’, is his first reaction. ‘We were pre-

Zuchthof Keller, Z already for two 
decades

also sold foals via the Zangersheide Quality Auction. 
Next year we intend to come with five foals to the Z 
Festival. The WC is also on our agenda and several of 
our horses have started there in the past. This year the 
WC was exceptional, because of the invitation for the Z 
Breeders Lounge. It was great to meet old friends again. 
It was a successful reunion and I realised once again 
that there are more plus than minus points about the 
Z story. To consistently choose for Z is no small thing 
in Germany. Among the breeders the atmosphere is fine 
and fair, but the studbook organisations certainly do not 
like it if you do not come to them. When you pay anoth-
er visit to Lanaken, you always return with more cour-
age and content.’

Antonius Schulze Averdiek: 
‘Z is accepted in Germany’

sented remarkably good foals, with one common char-
acteristic: they were all bred for the sport. And that, 
perhaps, is the big difference with similar foal champi-
onships in Germany. Zangersheide really profiles itself 
in the sport. In that way, it distinguishes itself from the 
classic German studbooks and more and more breeders 
appreciate this. In Germany you still see many breeders 
without any affinity with the sport. Zangersheide brings 
the two together and that appeals to a growing number 
of breeders. I am therefore convinced that in the years to 
come we will get more and better foals to the German 

2017The year of...

Z Festival. An additional aspect is that Zangersheide 
itself offers many good stallions that are liked by the 
German breeders. And if I may say so, I have seen many 
handsome and appealing foals by Cornado II in the Z 
Festival. That makes me happy. Zangersheide made the 
sport stallion Cornado II also a well liked sire.’
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Emmanuel Spinnewyn: 
‘My finest moment of 2017? 
The period from the Z Festival to the 
Zangersheide Quality Auction!’
My finest moment this year? That started on August 6 
and finished on September 23, says a smiling Emmanuel 
Spinnewyn. He bred Bellagio Classic Z (Balou du Rouet 
x Chacco Blue) which on August 6 became the champi-
on foal of the Z Festival in France. ‘Breeding a champi-
on foal is already quite something. When it is also se-
lected for the Zangersheide Quality Auction, it is the 
cream on the cake. Per September 23 Bellagio moved to 
the Emirates for 40,000€. ‘Never before did I receive so 
much money for a foal and it could well be that Bellagio 
thereby became the most expensive foal bred in France. 
2017 was really a great year, thanks to Zangersheide. 
Because what happened to me could only be realised 
thanks to Z France. It was a dream come true’, says a 
content Emmanuel. And everything went immaculate-
ly, the communication, the clear arrangements, the af-
ter service. Z only asks a 10% commission for the auc-
tion. The proceedings are honest and correct and that 
is unheard of in France. Perhaps that is because we do 
not have a thing like that in France. For me, Z is more 
than a studbook, it is my partner’, says Spinnewyn, who 
is running an AI and ET centre. He learned the tricks 
of the trade at Keros, where he was employed for five 
years. Emmanuel reserved Bellagio specifically for Z and 
the Z Festival. ‘Because I believe that Bellagio perfectly 
fits into the breeding philosophy of Z. I bought the dam 
Dorradina when she was 18 months old, for her genetic 
value (Chacco Blue x Carthago Z x Coriander) from the 
breeder of Carthago Z.  You breed with a certain objec-
tive and that is why the Z Festival was such a success, 
because I received confirmation from the jury. And in the 
Zangersheide Quality Auction I received further confir-
mation. When your foal is knocked down for 40,000 
€, you have done well above average. 2017 was the 
year in which my breeding was recognized’, evaluates 
Spinnewyn. And the French breeders noticed. ‘Breeders 
have to commercialise their foals and in France many 
eyes were opened. I received many congratulations from 
fellow breeders and I believe that many have discovered 

E x c e p t i o n a l  L i v i n g
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a new world; the world of Zangersheide. Perhaps in 
that way Bellagio Classic Z has given something back to 
Zangersheide’, Emmanuel concludes.
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enough to keep and if it had been a filly, we might never 
have sold Herbel. This is, in fact, my point of departure: 
always breed a foal that you would like to keep for your-
self. That is another approach than breeding a foal for 
an auction’, Kluskens explains, who has been working 
together with Luc Henry for several years. ‘We are good 
friends who trust each other very much. Quasibelle al-
ready proved herself in breeding and the combination 
with Heartbreaker was very special. That was confirmed 
in the Zangersheide Quality Auction.’ 
 
‘I do not normally sell my foals’, Luc Henry starts. 
‘When Zangersheide learnt that we were working with 
this combination, they tactfully inquired if it was our 
intention to offer the foal in the Zangersheide Quality 
Auction. Herbel Hero Z is a colt and that made the de-
cision easier. As he had been born on 19 July, it was im-
possible to show him at the Z Festival. It is to the credit 
of the Zangersheide Quality Auction that they honour 
their good reputation with their clients by offering the 
best bloodlines.’ Herbel met all expectations and has 
everything to grow into a top-class modern sport horse 
and sire. 

76,000 euro for Herbel Hero: 
‘I am a level-headed breeder’
Herbel Hero Z, going for 76,000€, was the most expen-
sive foal of the Zangersheide Quality Auction. Herbel 
Hero Z is a creation of Luc Henry and Mark Kluskens. It 
is an example of high-grade technique, realised via ICSI 
(Intra Cytoplasmatic Sperm Injection) with the sperm of 
Heartbreaker and Quasibelle du Seigneur as dam and 
her dam is also dam of the Olympic reserve champion 
London. In February Quasibelle already appeared in the 
limelight when in the Online Auction of Zangersheide 
of February € 70,000 was bid for an embryo by Casall. 
In September it was knocked down for € 76,000 in the 
Zangersheide Quality Auction. The sponsor of René 
Tebbel is the new owner. Mark Kluskens keeps a level 
head. ‘With breeding you should always keep your feet 
on the ground,’ he states. But surely these are extraordi-
nary amounts? ‘Absolutely. You can not call this normal. 
On the other hand - and I say this not because I am not 
trying to please anyone - the fact is that the Z Auctions 
are the best in Europe, because no other auction attracts 
more and better clients. That makes a difference and this 
is a purely subjective conclusion. The prices confirm this. 
And why I am staying level-headed? Because everyone 
needs a bit of luck in this. We, as breeders, and the buy-
er, during the rearing phase. If Herbel Hero Z will have 
luck on his side also in that period, he will be worth even 
more as a 4-yr-old. We believed that this foal was good 

Een ‘taste’ voor elk event 
Umami gaat voor een tevreden glimlach. Niet enkel door verfijnde hapjes, gevarieerde 
buffetten en smaakvolle wijnen maar evenzeer door een feestelijke aankleding en een 
stijlvolle bediening. 
Het verzorgen van grote ontvangsten, diners, recepties, buffetten is een specialisme op zich, 
dat in onze genen zit. De zin voor verfijning, de gastvrijheid en de culinaire prestaties zijn 
onze belangrijkste drijfveren. Umami neemt de volledige organisatie in handen tot en met 
het huren van meubilair, de aankleding van de feestruimte en uiteraard de culinaire invulling 
volgens de wensen en het budget van de opdrachtgever. 
Professioneel opgeleide medewerkers staan in voor een verzorgde en vriendelijke 
dienstverlening van begin tot einde. 
Wij werken uitsluitend met verse producten, seizoensgebonden en volgens het 
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Wij gaan voor een tevreden glimlach! Voor minder doen we het niet…
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