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The year of 
Judy Ann Melchior

What is the big difference in your life compared 
to a year ago?
Over the past few years my father had gradually started 
to let go of the reins. He made a point of retreating more 
and more into the background and allowing me to step 
into the foreground. But I stuck to the habit of popping 
in for a chat, which was probably more of an automatic 
reflex. Just to tell him something, discuss some matters 
or to launch an idea. My father was my sounding board 
and I only fully grasped the extent of my loss in the year 
that´s now behind me. I had indeed largely taken over 
the reins of Zangersheide but I still had a back-up, I 
could always fall back on my father. He was always there 
when I needed him. And all of a sudden that sounding 
board vanishes and that hits you the moment you feel a 
need when something turns up.

As tradition has it, the end of the year is the moment for us all to take stock, take time for reflection 
and be frank with ourselves. The ‘Z-Magazine’ approached Judy Ann Melchior to sound her out about 
the year gone by. A year with highs and lows and which was anything but ordinary...

By: Kris Van Loo

Were you at a loss?
Not quite that no, it´s more like I felt lost, which is more 
than just a subtle distinction. I´ve worked long enough 
here in Zangersheide not to be at a loss; I´m familiar 
with all the daily duties so I didn´t feel at a loss, but that 
doesn´t mean you don´t feel lost. 

Have you been able to counterbalance that?
I think that these days we discuss even more with the 
whole team and talk it all through more thoroughly. 

But that is no replacement for my father. Our trusted 
relationship is now in the past and will never return. You 
know, before, we also used to discuss lots of things with 
the staff even though my father´s opinion usually carried 
the day. He always had the final say (smiles). 

It must be a comforting thought to know that 
Zangersheide is doing better than ever? In all 
respects 2016 was the best year ever for Z!?
Yes, but that´s just the point... you know, we females are 

As Cold as Ice Z

Caribis Z



23Magazine December 201622

known for our fickleness, you surely know that (smiles)! 
Of course it does me good to see Zangersheide prosper 
like this. If it didn´t that would hurt. Zangersheide is 
going crescendo but that didn´t appear just out of the 
blue and isn´t a change that happened this last year 
either. My father takes the credit for that and it is really 
a pity that he is no longer around to witness all the 
accomplishments. Zangersheide has become the largest 
Studbook in Belgium, our Studbook comes second in the 
WBFSH ranking, …. It would have made my father so 
proud but he didn´t live to see this happen. Never before 
did I ride such a strong Aachen as this year, with a fault-
free Nations Cup. I always used to be only moderately 
successful at Aachen, until this year when I rode As Cold 
As Ice Z, our own breeding product. What else could a 
breeder and father wish for? This year holds many good 
memories and it makes me feel sad my father hasn´t been 
around to enjoy them.

There wasn´t much time to stand still. Winter-
time is taken over by the stallions. Demand has 
never been as high as this year. How do you 
explain that?
It may have worked in our favour that we were so 
intensely involved with the stallion catalogue in the 
period from October and the next months. There was 
little time to let things sink in. Now then, why are our 
stallions so sought after...? Let me give you a frank and 
straight answer, I am convinced that over the past few 
years we have probably used much stronger selection 
criteria than we had done in the years before. Young 
stallions deserve a chance but when they do not live up 
to expectations they have to go. There´s no compromise. 
At present we hold on to two criteria: first of all they 
need to be real sport horses and it goes without saying 
that the stallions also need attractive pedigrees. For 
us that is like a double investment: stud stallions and 
sport stallions at the highest level. That combination of 
policy and vision appeals to people. This year we broke 
the ceiling of 3,000 stud services with a mix of young 
stallions and those that have proven themselves in the 
sport.

There is another phenomenon at the turn of 
the year that needs an explanation: Christian 
Ahlmann. He won everything there is to win: the 
world Cups of Mechelen, Madrid and Stuttgart. 
Only in Lyon he had to be satisfied with a 
second place. The first five-star GP of the year 
was in Basel and guess who came in first place? 
Christian Ahlmann…

And you´re looking at me to explain that (laughs)? There 
is not just one explanation. I remember that he eased off 
a bit in October to gear the horses up for the winter. In 
that period all his horses were free of injury and in top 
form, which was quite a unique situation. It´s not exactly 
run-of-the-mill to have all your horses in top form at the 
same moment so when Christian makes that happen it 
certainly means he runs an extraordinary yard.

Do you observe any changes in him at a time like 
that?
Christian always abides by his painstaking self-criticism, 
but of course it applies to any rider that faith and 
confidence increase proportionately to the results. When 
you are in a positive flow you enter the arena with your 
mind set on winning. You subconsciously start with the 
idea that you´re not going to make any mistakes. The 
reverse is also true. When again and again you end with 
one pole down it easily gets you into a vicious circle.

You have little or no time for the sport at the turn 
of the year, you are a veritable stallion keeper at 
the start of the year!?
(laughs)...If that´s how you like to describe it... It´s true 
though that at that time of the year the stallions rule 
my calendar. That starts as early as November with 
the search for new stallions: scouring all inspections, 
compiling the stallion catalogue, preparing the Open 
Days in Lanaken, France and Germany. I keep riding 
during that period but not as intensively as during the 
summer.

But you did make time for the World Cup Finals. 
Taloubet Z was set to win those Finals, just like 
he did in 2011. Unfortunately the scenario didn´t 
go as planned. Colorit was supposed to take 
care of the speed class and that was a let-down. 
After the first round Christian was in 25th place. 
Taloubet Z then took over, won the second round 
and never touched a fence in the Finals, ending 
in sixth place...
Colorit had a bad day, which is quite out of character 
because just a day later he came in second in the Grand 
Prix. The sport rules the game and you have to put up 
with it when that happens. But still, it was a bit of a 
downer because these probably were the last finals of 
our 16-year-old Taloubet Z and he was in great shape. 
Taloubet Z would have deserved it. It was the same at the 
Olympic Games. Those were his last Games... Taloubet 
and Christian are a truly outstanding combination and 
both deserved to win an individual medal in the year of 
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their last championships, either at the World Cup Finals 
or in Rio de Janeiro. That would have done justice to 
them considering their exceptional roll of honour. We are 
over the moon that Taloubet Z has managed to achieve 
all this at his age. And that´s exactly why an individual 
medal would have been the ultimate and well-earned 
crowning of his career which I truly hoped for him.

Spring starts with the Z-Tour. Do you stick to the 
3-week principle or are you planning to expand 
the concept?
You must be mad!? I´m afraid you are underestimating it 
all. With the Z-Tour you get this feeling it´s never going 
to end.. .If you insist on a good organisation and always 
and at all times want to be available for everybody that 
means long days three weeks on end. The Z-Tour is a 
succession of horses and riders that come and go, very 
time-consuming and intense. There are just one or two 
days in between competitions, which calls for meticulous 
logistics in planning. In terms of preparation the World 
Championships are much more demanding but once the 
WC kick off it runs like clockwork and is over and done 

within five days. The Z-Tour requires less preparation 
but takes a much heavier toll during its course.

From the Z-Tour to the Z-Festival. Had you 
expected so many foals?
We had an inkling so we slotted in another day. But more 
than with numbers I was even happier with the quality. 
Every year we see better foals. The breeders have fully 
understood that success in breeding entirely depends on 
more rigorous selections. I´m not saying that everybody 
must breed with a Grand Prix mare but when a certain 
line hasn´t produced a single horse with obvious jumping 
capacity for years on end, then one should really start 
wondering if this is the right line of approach.  

You used the Z-Tour to get back in the game with 
As Cold As Ice Z. What about your sports agenda 
in this Olympic year?
(smiles)...The Z-Tour and Antwerp were events to shape 
up so that we would be in form during the Nations Cup 
of La Baule. Unfortunately, that didn´t quite work out 
and the questionable state of the surface was partly to 

blame for it. Ice has hurt herself there and she wasn´t her 
usual self in the Nations Cup. The result was that we put 
Ice on hold for a little while after La Baule. Following 
this enforced downtime we again started to get back 
in shape and then we were away: Rotterdam, Knokke, 
Aachen. From a sports point of view we had a false start 
and maybe we had misjudged that start. As long as you 
jump 1.45m courses a slight ailment won´t show up but 
it caught up with us in La Baule. Things were okay, but 
not good enough for the full 100%.

After your strong performances in Knokke and 
Aachen everybody´s unbiased conviction was 

that you and Ice deserved a ticket for Rio?
And yet, there must have been one person who thought 
differently (grins)...
Anyhow, that Olympic story... I have closed that chapter.
I was so keen to get to the Olympic Games. I really 
trained with that in mind and the last results were 
sufficiently convincing. When the selection was finally 
announced it was a bitter pill to swallow but I have no 
hard feelings. I decided to be a good sport, got into a 
different mindset and completely focused on Christian 
and Taloubet Z.

Dominator Z
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For your sporting highlight we do not have to go 
very far: Aachen!?
Two clean rounds in the Nations Cup and you 
very nearly rode the Grand Prix of your lifetime!
My greatest moment was the Nations Cup. A double 
clear in Aachen after a troublesome start of the season is 
unforgettable, even more so because Aachen is a bit like 
a home game to me. I live closer to Aachen than most 
German riders. It also used to be my father´s favorite 
event. As a kid I walked the courses with him there, so 
this is quite special. Maybe this will prove to be the most 
cherished moment in my sports career...
And as far as the Grand prix is concerned the thing 
that stays with me most is the good feeling Ice gave 
me. In a Grand Prix where you could have won with 
one time point because there were no double clears, a 
slight mistake when tackling the first fence of the triple 
combination is definitely daunting!

After the Olympic Games you shifted your 
attention to the World Championships? There 
were two phenomena: never before were such 
consistently high prices bid for foals during the 
Z-Quality Auction. On the other hand, your own 
horses performed less well compared to last 
year.
Now you are selling us a bit short, we are talking about 
the WC where we did have four horses in the Finals. But 
I see your point. We didn´t do as well as last year, that´s 
correct. Christian had a very busy competition calendar 
with one highlight following the other: the Olympics, 
Calgary, the World Championships, Nations Cups 
Finals. It was just a lot. I´m pleased with the quality our 
young stallions demonstrated. They certainly jumped 
really well at the WC.

Dominator Z seems to have been the most 
conspicuous appearance at the WC. When he 
walked from the paddock to the arena it caused 
a mass movement of people who followed. Did 
you also feel the pressure?
I didn´t, because the quality of Dominator Z is beyond 
discussion. Let´s all take a down-to-earth and realistic 
view. Dominator Z has serviced over 500 mares so he 
had a demanding stud season but still made it into the 
Finals. I´m sure that any level-headed and open-minded 

breeder will be pleased with his performance at the WC. 
Quite the reverse, expecting Dominator Z to become the 
World Champion just like that would have been a rather 
unrealistic notion. Let´s not forget that 270 horses take 
part in the WC and we have learned from the past that 
the WC finalists usually make it to the big sport and 
Dominator Z will not be an exception.

Are online auctions on your agenda for 2017? 
The Zangersheide-Quality Auction will continue as 
usual, but in my opinion there is a bright future for 
online auctioneering. We are planning an embryo 
auction in December and one for 3-year-olds in 
January in the wake of the free-jumping competition 
in Mechelen. We are considering to organise auctions 
at regular, one-month intervals. Zangersheide will keep 
evolving. We will always remain on the alert, continue to 
innovate and create in the honour of my father´s spirit. 
Next year we will substantially increase the number of 
online auctions. The established events on location will 
continue in full force and we will embrace the potential 
of the virtual world.

F E E D  F O R  M A R E S  A N D  F OA L S
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Get those calendars out and make notes...

...because there are a few important appointments to 
keep at Zangersheide next year. It all kicks off in February 
with the Z-France stallion inspection in Deauville. A 
stallion inspection in such a wonderful French seaside 
resort, a fixed highlight on our calendars for a couple 
of years already. An open studbook befitting, this 
inspection accepts entries from every country.

German breeders have found their way to Lanaken 
already for years. To heighten the level of information 
Zangersheide has again fixed a date for next year to show 
their stallions in Marl, which is on Wednesday evening 
the 22nd of February. Free entrance for everybody! The 
address is: Stübbenfeldstraße 2, 45770 in Marl.
 
Spring inspection in March
The dates for the Open Days at our home base in 
Lanaken are March 11th and 12th. A great opportunity 
for breeders to get to know the ins and outs of Studfarm 
Zangersheide and to get acquainted with our stallion 
collection. The traditional spring inspection for stallions 
will take place during the same weekend.
 
Z-Tour in April
Three days of two-stars and two three-day series of three-
stars, that sums up the Z-Tour. Riders shouldn´t dither 
because every year the sign ‘fully-booked’ goes up. In 
terms of sport the Z-Tour offers the same facilities as 
the World Championships, be it on a somewhat smaller 
scale. It´s an ideal set-up to prepare your horses for a 
long and fine outdoor season in quiet and professional 
surroundings. International three- , two- and one-star 
classes are alternated with classes for youngsters and 
young riders, the ‘U25’.

Olympic Champions, World Champions, we welcomed 
them in the past and will do the same next year. Get a 
taste of the first outdoor competitions of the new year 
here at Zangersheide. Three international competitions 
in a row, from 6th through to 17th of April.
 
Z-Festival in July
Two days, three days, four days... foals keep flocking 
to the Z-Festival. It says something about the ever 
increasing number of Z members, breaking records 
year after year. Could it last a whole full week two 
years from now? Zangersheide works like a magnet for 
never before have so many foals been registered. It´s 
the service and quality that creates the pull. From the 
stallions on offer to the ‘after sales service’, meaning: 
the support breeders receive throughout the entire 
process of marketing foals. Zangersheide aims for 
top sports and that requires a high-standard  breeding 
programme. Z is the place to go with quality foals when 
you are looking for the best results . That is because Z 
has consistently opted for dam lines and proven blood. 
And because everyone accepts the unbiased ruling of 
the jury: equal opportunities for all and the only factor 
to determine what premiums are awarded is the foal.
 
Online auctions
Zangersheide has a track record of always being in the 
vanguard, not just occasionally. And it´s no different with 
the online auctions because we are gearing up to give 
them a good boost next year. The most expensive foal 
of 2016 was sold for € 70,000.- via the Z-Online Auction 
in August. In 2017 our Z-Online Auctions will be widened 
with the online auctioneering of embryos, foals, brood 
mares and young stock!

September belongs to Zangersheide
The last Z event of the year continues to be the 
largest: the ‘FEI/WBSFH World Breeding Jumping 
Championships for Young Horses’. In short, the WC, or 
let´s just say: Zangersheide. In the fourth weekend of 
September the entire horse world gathers in its capital 
Lanaken. Parallel to the WC there are the BC Seniors, 
the Stallion Inspection and the Z-Quality Auction.
 

All Zangersheide seasons have something in store to 
suit the tastes of every breeder, rider, owner or dealer. 
Welcome at Zangersheide, where horses and horse folk 
feel at home.

Event calendar 2017

 20, 21, 22, 23 January Zangersheide Online Auction 3-year-olds

 11, 12 February Stallion Inspection in Deauville (Fr.)
 22 February Stallion show Zangersheide in Marl (Ger.)

 10, 11, 12 March Spring Stallion Inspection
 11, 12 March Open Days and Stallion show Zangersheide

 6, 7, 8 April Z-Tour CSI **, CSI* & CSI Young Horses
 10, 11, 12 April Z-Tour CSI***, CSI*, CSI Young Horses & CSIU 25
 15, 16, 17 April Z-Tour CSI***, CSI*, CSI Young Horses & CSIU 25

 13, 14, 15, 16 July Z-Festival

  August Zangersheide Online Auction

 20, 21, 22, 23 September Belgian Championships Seniors
 21, 22, 23, 24 September FEI World Breeding Jumping Championships for Young Horses
 21, 22, 23 September Studbook Zangersheide Stallion Inspection
 22, 23 September Zangersheide Quality Auctions


