
“Before you start breeding, 

you have to know for 100% what you have! 

Otherwise don’t start with it!”
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level in the sport for many years stand a better chance 
of passing this quality on to their offspring. 

You can not do without power. But the horses of today 
and of the future need another kind of power than what 
was needed 20 years ago. They need a fast, powerful 
take-off and have to be exceptionally light-footed and 
very supple. Like a rubber ball bouncing up. Horses 
with the classic, heavy power and an enormous stride 
are no longer the ones we need for the top sport. In my 

“When I look at breeding and see the success of one 
and the disappointment of another breeder, I can not but 
deduce that breeders who follow the sport and analyse 
sport results, dam’s lines and family results, nowadays 
breed the most modern and successful horses. 

I believe that it is very important to know what you 
have got and not lie to yourself and then choose the 
best fitting stallion for your mare. Figures and results 
in the dam’s line are very important, they do not lie. 
This does not mean that not every horse should get a 
chance to become a remarkable one. In the trotter and 
race world one even goes farther; they only breed on 
results, it is the only thing that counts. Dams, dams, 
dams! Results, results, results! I believe that you 
should start with a good and solid basis and after that… 
you still need to have luck on your side to produce that 
very special horse. 

Health is a very important aspect! The quality of horses 
is improving, but health still leaves a lot to be desired. We 
can get a lot of important information from X-rays and 
other tools, but do the horses have enough hardiness?  
The answer to that question you can only find in the 
ring. I believe that horses that have performed at high 

In a couple of months, it is time again, the start of the 

2017 breeding season. For many breeders winter is the 

best moment to choose the stallions for the next season. 

But what are the requirements for a sire from the point of 

view of a top-class rider? The mares that are inseminated 

in 2017 will bring us the top-class sport horses of 2025… 

But what will the sport look like by that time and what will 

the breeders have to provide? Z-Magazine asked Christian 

Ahlmann for his vision about breeding. A vision inspired 

by the top sport. 

eyes Taloubet Z is the definition of this modern power, 
he is light-footed, fast off the ground and supple.

The decision of the FEI to accept more and more 
countries for the Olympics is a good example to show 
where our sport is going. It has to become more global 
and more riders should ride at the highest level (even 
when they may not yet be quite ready for that level). 
How can you build a course like that without producing 
bad scenes in the ring? The time allowed will certainly 

be reduced, the technical requirements will go up and 
the fences will become more delicate. For that you 
need, nowadays but certainly by 2025, an extremely 
careful horse with light-footed power, a flexible canter, 
intelligence and the necessary hardiness.

 I know it, those are stiff requirements but if we work 
together we will reach our goal. And apart from that, I 
wish everyone that little stroke of luck! “ 
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