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Première in Deauville: 
fi rst French Z-Stallion Selection

Zangersheide places 
milestone in France

‘Polite, helpful, client-friendly, professional setting……
are the terms with which the fi rst day of Zangersheide in 
Deauville was described. Some people already knew Z 
from the WC for Young Horses, for others it was a fi rst 
acquaintance. In both cases, it was, in short ‘comme il 
faut’ (‘as it should be’). For many French breeders the Z 
invasion was a relief, a breath of fresh air. 

Liberté, égalité, fraternité is the French motto which, 
unfortunately, is not overmuch lived up to in French 
studbook circles. Especially the freedom and equality 
part goes lame but thanks to Z France this is changing. 
A relief for quite a number of French breeders who have 
had to endure the dominance of the Selles Français and 
the Haras Nationaux for many decades. ‘Zangersheide is 

Du jamais vu! Yes, even a chauvinist Frenchman 
can be astounded by ‘les petits Belges.’ 
This was something they had never seen or 
experienced before. Early February the armada 
from Zangersheide landed in Deauville, for the 
very fi rst stallion selection and presentation of 
the Z- stallions. And there was not anyone who 
was not impressed. That weekend for once 
Les Blues did not refer to the French soccer 
team, but to the Z-Team; as passionate and 
professional and better organised. In Deauville 
a business card was submitted that will be 
carefully kept safe.
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our best alternative’, was the general feeling in Deauville. 
And when the French do not come to Zangersheide, for 
practical reasons such as, for instance, the distance, Z 
will from now on come to France. The stallion selection 
was a first initiative, will a Z-Festival be the next step?

In Deauville history repeated itself. Zangersheide became 
a studbook in the spirit of the French Revolution, in an 
atmosphere of freedom and equality. That approach was 
essential for upgrading breeding. An improvement that 
could only be realised by equality, freedom and openness 
of borders and thought. It took several years before 
that concept became the standard in the countries that 
surround us. One country stubbornly stuck to the old 
regime: France, with its grotesque state studfarms and 
overpowering protectionism. This paternalistic attitude 
kept the French breeders in shackles for many decades. 
‘Dans un carcan, un collier métallique monsieur’, (a 
straightjacket, a metal collar) says a French breeder : ‘and 
believe me, we have had enough of this, we want to throw 
off this yoke, look further ahead than just France and 
follow the trend of our neighbours. We put our hopes in 

Zangersheide, our liberators!’ The French breeders sound 
militant, although they will always remain French. ‘Ah 
oui, we welcome Zangersheide with open arms, but that 
does not mean that we feel that everything from France 
is bad and everything from Zangersheide is better. We 
still have good stallions and mare lines and we do not 
like all the Z-stallions. C’est logique. You can find good 
and less good stallions everywhere. The big advantage of 
Z-France is that the collection is expanded, that we get 
the freedom to make our own choice and that by itself 
is an improvement’, says a breeder from Normandy. He 
got his heart’s content, for he was not only presented 
the stallions from Zangersheide, but also 18 new French 
stallions that were first licensed by Studbook Z. 

The first ‘French’ stallion selection in Deauville ran 
identical to the proceedings in Lanaken. More than thirty 
candidate sires were presented with a first, for Joris De 
Brabander was included in the jury for the first time. A 
wise choice, a Belgian as go-between of a Frenchman 
(Xavier Leredde) and a German (Ulrich Kasselmann). 
That promised fireworks in the assessment. Joris De 
Brabander was strategically placed between the two 
gentlemen as a communicating vessel, which created a 
balanced ‘French’ jury.

During the stallion selection yet another, practical 
balance had to be found, between punctuality and 
flexibility. The punctuality of Zangersheide had to be 
reconciled with the joie de vivre which is so inherent to 
the French mentality. It caused the occasional stressful 
moments for the Z-staff, although the French did not 
understand what that was about. You could see them 
think: what are a few minutes in the life of man? I will 
be along with my stallion soon. You noticed the same 
attitude in the paddock. In the Low Lands a stallion 
selection is often a high tension event. The stakes are 
high, the stallion is presented here and now and nothing 
should go wrong. This causes inevitable agitation. But 
not in Deauville, where man and horse stay cool et 

calme. ‘Our northern neighbours have to deal with three 
times as many stallions, that already makes a difference’, 
one handler explains. ‘The big difference is that our 
northern neighbours have their candidate sires presented 
by professional stables, which makes the interest greater. 
We are mainly amateurs, most of these stallion were still 
grazing in the field last week.’ Look at our horses and 
you know what kind of people we are. We are cool and 
polite ourselves, aren’t we? Well,we ask the same from 
our horses. If they behave too wildly or crazy, they are 
immediately castrated, without mercy. This also has to 
do with the demand of the market. In France there is a 
lot of trade in sport horses for amateurs and they want 
well behaved horses.’ And so, everything proceeded in 
a genial atmosphere and Z adapted to the tempo of the 
host. 

For Xavier Leredde, a regular asset for the assessment 
of the stallions and foals at Zangersheide for many 
years, this time was a gift from heaven: ‘This is what 
we have been waiting for for many years in France. It 
was already talked about for years and, believe me, 
the French breeders have been looking forward to this 
weekend’, says Leredde: ‘I picked up that the French 
breeders appreciate the collection of Z-stallions. France 
is still an uncultivated market for the Z-stallions. I have 
been pleading for this for some time, in the long run 
Zangersheide can double its number of services. We 
are a big country, after all, and distances are playing a 
role. When the stallions are brought here, the demand 
will grow. Zangersheide leaves the breeders free to 
choose as they want and that is a great relief for them.’ 
Xavier Leredde from Normandy has a sound reputation 
in breeding. The Leredde family is the name behind 
Haras des Rouge, for more than half a century already 
a famous name in showjumping horse breeding, which 
has produced reputable Olympic horses such as Papillon 
Rouge and Fleche Rouge. Xavier Leredde knows the 
breeding scene as no other: ‘One quarter of the breeders 
are professionals, three quarters are amateurs with two 

or three mares. For the latter it will be a dream come 
true when their stallion gets licensed. They would 
perhaps only use their stallion for their own mares. The 
majority of the licensed stallions will not get any or only 
a few mares. The breeders set more store by the Z-label 
of licensed stallion. For ever more breders Z is a quality 
brand, like Hérmes.’ Z-France is still in its infancy, with 
initiatives like this one it will only grow.’

In spite of the influence of foreign blood, Leredde also 
recognizes differences in French breeding: ‘You only 
have to look at the origins, especially the dam’s line. 
There you still see the influence of Anglo Arabian blood, 
which is typically French; there still is a preference 
for the slightly finer bloodhorse. German horses have 
a bigger engine. Another feature is that French horses 
have a more difficult mouth and German horses have 
a more hollow back. It is the mix of the two that can 
produce a better horse and in this Zangersheide can play 
an important role. In breeding every geografic line has 
its characteristics and qualities, with plus and minus 
points, and you do not lose the latter by staying put on 
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your island. You can only improve by compensating 
and for that compensation you are well advised to 
look at the offer from abroad. To look further ahead 
than your original geographical borders. Looking at 
Zangersheide, we notice that French breeders therefore 
have a preference for Zandor Z, Crown Z, Chellano Z 
and Coriano Z. Of the new stallions Solid Gold Z and 
Zirzo Z are well liked’,  Xavier Leredde concludes.

At the recent London Olympics five horses started that 
were bred by Joris De Brabander. That says a lot about 
his status and studfarm De Muze from Sint Niklaas. If 
there is any breeder that is respected by all and taken as 
an example, it is Joris, who is no exception to the rule: 
at the top everyone excels in modesty. This also explains 
why De Brabander never before sat on a jury. Until 
now? Joris laughs: ‘I have always made a point of not 
sitting on a jury and I did not intend to do it this time. 
But Leon Melchior wanted this so much that I changed 
my mind. He convinced me’, laughs De Brabander: ‘I 
have never asked for it and always kept the boat off, 
because, for of all, as a member of the jury you make 
more enemies than friends. It is an ungrateful task, you 
see! And now I found out for myself how difficult it 
is to assess a horse from behind the table.’ This asks 
for an explanation, especially since these words come 
from a man who has already presented hundreds of 
stallions at stallion selections. ‘That is why I know how 
hard it is. At home you got a few years to assess your 

horse, here you are expected to do so in a few minutes. 
That makes it incredibly difficult’, Joris explains. ‘An 
additional problem is that as a jury you have to take 
various other factors into account; the global quality 
offered, the policy of the studbook and its strategy. As a 
handler you are only concerned with your own stallion 
and that is hard enough. As a member of the jury you 
can only judge what you see, but what you see does not 
always correspond with reality, both in a negative and 
a positive sense. Trying to look through that is very, 
very difficult’, was Joris’ experience. Well, how much 
information does he not have? ‘75%! What you see as a 
jury is just a random moment. When I present a horse to 
a jury, I always try to feel how it is to be in their place. 
How will they assess my horse with the information that 
is available to them? I try to understand why they look 
at my horse in such and such a way and I can often 
understand their decision. As a member of the jury, I am 
very aware of the relativity of my role.’ 

Eventually half of the stallions offered were taken, Joris 
and his two colleagues were mild.  A deliberate choice, 
according to De Brabander: ‘It would be easy to give 
them all the green light or, vice versa, to reject them all 
for not being good enough. If I do not have any indication 
that it is bad, I prefer to give the benefit of the doubt.’ In 
this Joris follows the general trend of the studbooks to 
take a positive view on behalf of the breeders. ‘I prefer 
that approach to the stiff assessments of the KWPN, 

because not any member of the jury is omniscient.’ Joris 
De Brabander, who may have started hesitantly, grew 
into his role and eventually even enjoyed it. 
His conclusion: ‘This was Zangersheide the French 
way’, says a grinning Joris afterwards: ‘On the one 
hand there was the professional implantation from Z 
in Deauville, on the other you saw stallions that were 
not plaited or badly clipped, with eczema or in need 
of the farrier. The lack of preparation of some of the 
candidate sires contrasted sharply with the preparations 
of Zangersheide. The French are simply more easy 
going and that is at the same time their charm.’ This 
also showed in the presentation: ‘The candidate sires 
showed themselves quite naturally. Bar the negligible 
exception, not a single horse gave the impression to have 
been intensively prepared. At this selection we mainly 
saw quiet and well behaved horses, a quality that the 
French must have cultured for years, so Joris believes: 
‘The French do not want complicated horses. That is 
why they are prepared to make that quality prevail over 
beauty. Although you do notice that this is changing. 
Nowadays French breeders pay more attention to the 
quality of a really complete showjumping horse and in 
this Zangersheide certainly has a place in France.’

Among the French stallion offer was a dam of Vigo 
d’Arsouilles and a sire of Vagabond de la Pomme, but 
Joris was best pleased with a son of Orlando out of a 
Desir du Chateau daughter. This horse is called A l’Ouest 
de Jarsay, who, like Akito de Jarsay (Arko III) received 
his license. Both stallions come from ‘Elevage de Jarsay 
from Jean Louis and Delphine Morton. Their studfarm 
has been more internationally orientated for some time 
already and that included Z-stallions, such as Zandor 
Z.

After the stallion selection it was the turn of the 
Z-stallions to show themselves to the public. In that way 
a standard was set and a school example was presented 
for young stallions. ‘The presentation of the Z-stallion 
will have made the French more alert’, remarked Joris 
De Brabander: ‘It will give them food for thought and 
possibly provide new insights.’ 

The stallion presentation drew a lot of attention and the 
public frequently applauded. ‘Every stallion owner has 
good and less good stallions’, a breeder remarked dryly, 
although he does recognize a difference: ‘I noticed that 
the Z-stallions are all of them classier than the French 
stallions. Beauty is not foremost in the mind of a French 
breeder. We should take this into account in the future.’ 

Even the media came to have a look, a camera crew 
of France 5 wanted to get acquainted with the blue 
studbook from Belgium. Especially the clones drew 
attention. ‘That phenomenon intrigues us, because it is 
unknown and not seen in France.’

The handlers
Happy people and not so happy people, it is difficult to 
come before a jury and in Deauville it was no different. 
Not everyone agreed with the jury.

Jacques Chevalier, with a name like that you are destined 
to live among horses. Jacques is a pensioner now, after 
a career of forty years in real estate. ‘Horses are my big 
passion and recreation’, says Monsieur Chevalier: ‘I 
have been having horses for thirty years. My son trains 
them and even starts in international two star shows. To 
provide him with good horses, I started breeding them 
myself, about seven foals per year on average.’ On his 
quest for the better kind of showjumping horse Jacques 
found Zangersheide. He bred Quenecan la Garette 
out of Adelfos, who is a son of Athlet Z (Almé Z). He 
crossed Quenecan with Calvados Z (Chellano Z) and 
the result is called Charly la Garette Z. He was the first 
stallion to be presented and also the first to receive his 
license! ‘He is also the first licensed stallion that I bred’, 
says a proud Jacques: ‘My son will deal with him from 
now on and maybe we manage to come to Lanaken 
one day for the WC for Young Horses. I have never yet 
visited Zangersheide, that would be an ideal occasion’, 
laughs Jacques Chevalier. He also presented a son of Air 
Jordan Z out of a daughter of  Dollar de la Pierre, but 
this stallion - Aragon la Garette Z- found no grace in the 
eyes of the jury.
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Valerie from Haras M’Aurea presented Bamako. No, 
not that Bamako from Joris De Brabander, he already 
has a license, but Bamako M’Aurea, a 3-yr-old son of 
Kannan. And the jury gave him the green light, to the 
great pleasure of Valerie: ‘This is my first time to present a 
stallion. I and some friends have been visiting the stallion 
selection in Lanaken for some years, at the Open Days. 
I observed the proceedings closely and had some idea of 
how it should work. There has been an interest for some 
time and the timing was perfect. I believed that Bamako 
would not do badly at a stallion selection. He is a 3-yr-
old now and when Severine told me that Zangersheide 

would come to Deauville this year, I did not hesitate 
for a moment’, laughs Valerie: ‘It went just as I had 
imagined. The selection in Deauville looked precisely 
like the one in Lanaken. Only the ring is a bit bigger here 
and the youngsters had to get used to that. Therefore it 
all went better the second day.’ Haras M’Aurea lies in 
the point of Bittany, the journey to Lanaken was too 
far for Valerie. ‘To travel that far, you have to be quite 
certain of your horse. The selection in Deauville is a 
good move from Z-France, with this you really reach the 
French breeders.’ Besides  her Haras M’Aurea, Valerie 
also has an insemination station. She breeds some fifteen 
foals per year and the horses graze among the cows, 
who are also part of the studfarm. ‘We will reduce our 
breeding somewhat, because trade is not flourishing’, 
says Valerie: ‘You can still sell a foal, but there is no 
demand for 3-, 4- or 5-yr-olds. We do have a few good 
lines and we will continue with those, we will breed less 
but better’, explains Valerie who got acquainted with 
Zangersheide through its stallions: ‘I was particularly 
taken by Chellano Z. I like the mentality of Z, although 
my feelings were frowned upon originally at the home 
front.’ For Valerie the first stallion selection was more 
than a success, for that same weekend Bamako M’Aurea 
was sold. Valerie still had a long journey before her, but 
she did stay for the stallion presentation, because she is 
considering to use Atomic Z and Air Jordan Alpha Z. ‘I 
already have products from Crown Z and Crowntano Z, 
now I want to get acquainted with the new generation,’ 
Valerie concludes.

The distance to Lanaken is a problem for many breeders. 
That is why a selection in the heart of French breeding 
offers a good opportunity. For example, for Aurianne 
Notin from the D’Anbel studfarm. For ten years she 
has been breeding two foals per year which she saddle-
breaks and then trains herself. ‘I usually sell them after 
their basic training, when they are 6-yr-olds and older. I 
confess, I am a Selle Français, although I am impressed 
by Studbook Z. Aurianna presented Bolero d’Anbel, a 
son of Cassini II x Polack II (Pot d’Or xx). Unfortunately, 
he was not licensed. 
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until they are 6-yr-olds, when they move to a friend in 
Germany who sells them. Celine presented Authentic 
la Meije, a son of Quaprice (Quidam de Revel) out of 
an Anglo Arabian mare by Val de Gane x. So, a typical 
Frenchman. ‘I come from Selle Français and when I got 
acquainted with Zangersheide I liked their views.’ It was 
the first time for Celine to present a stallion. She had 
to, because she had already been approached by a few 
breeders. However, Authentic was not licensed, to the 
great consternation of vet Peter, who did not agree with 
the jury at all. 

It was new and sensitive, but all concerned were mostly 
positive afterwards. No bad stallions and a good 
average, that was the trend of the first stallion selection. 
The jury was offered a vary mixed collection of young 
stallions from BWP, SbS, Oldenburg, Selle Fraçais and 
Zangersheide, which translated into sons of Qlassic 
Bois Margot, Jarnac and Lamm de Fetan for the French 
studbook, the Belgian roots from Wandor and Vagabond. 
Calvados Z, Caretano Z and Crown Z, amongst others, 
were the suppliers from Zangersheide.

Benjamin Robert is a former rider of Haras de Hus. 
In 2010 he left the studfarm of Xavier Marie and he 
was followed up by the Belgian Gilles Botton. We 
have already seen Benjamin Robert at work in the WC 
in Lanaken several times, he reached the finals of the 
7-yr-olds with Quite Easy III (Quidam de Revel) and 
Quickly de Kreisker (Diamant de Semilly) for example. 
He also trained several famous horses, such as Ohm de 
Ponthual, now ridden by Jerome Hurel, and, of course, 
Qlassic Bois Margot (L’Arc de Triomphe), which under 
Simon Delestre won the GPs of Mechelen and Bordeaux. 
So it was not a coincidence that Robert presented a 
son of Qlassic Bois Margot in Deauville. Candice Bois 
Margot is the dam of Quinao de Chandor Z and she 
is a daughter of Coriano Z. The 4-yr-old Quinao is a 
product from the relatively young studfarm De Chandor. 
Since Quinao has a Z-bred dam, he was registered with 
Studbook Zangersheide. His presentation at the selection 
was a logical result. Quinao de Chandor Z is from now 
on a licensed stallion of the studbook and if it is up to 
Benjamin, we will see him in September at the WC for 
Young Horses.

Celine Bourgeois is married to a Flemish vet from 
Brugge. She breeds two foals per year which she trains 




