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It is easier and faster to list which GP Christian Ahlmann did not won this last winter. In January 
and February alone he won six international classes, three of them GPs, on four different horses. 
In the World Cup qualifiers Codex One won the one in Stuttgart and Taloubet Z claimed two World 
Cup victories and came second in another. Carabis Z won the Zangersheide Sires of Mechelen and 
Casuality Z was the best in the young horse class in Aachen, where Taloubet Z won silver in the EC. 
Christian Ahlmann stepped on the podium 35 times last year.

He would never say so himself, so we will do it for him; 
no-one has been so successful this winter as Christian 
Ahlmann, who is modesty in person, for no-one can put 
success into perspective as well as Ahlmann: ‘Last year in 
the Global Champions Tour I was five times the fastest 
in the jump-off and as often I had one fence down. The 
horses went well then, as well, but apparently not for 
one hundred percent and now we have come closer.’ 

The finest winter of    Christian Ahlmann

True, he has quite a number of top-class talents in his 
stables and, also true, he has good owners and sponsors 
and a professional team, but he has had those for a while 
already, did not he? ‘It is sometimes hard to explain, for 
it is not as if I am doing things differently all of a sudden 
in the past six months. But it is true that I could not use 
several horses for a year because of injuries. Fortunately, 
that bad luck is now behind me, all the horses are fit 
and healthy. In short, everything has fallen into place. 
Can I explain that? Not really, but sometimes you get 
lucky. I have had many ups-and-downs in my career 
and when you look at it realistically, you realise that 
things can change in a moment. That is why I enjoy this 
moment very much’, smiles Christian, who admits that 
success does have an effect on the rider: ‘It is not that 
you suddenly ride differently, but you ride with more 
confidence and the horses feel this. Any rider will confirm 
that being in a positive flow is catching. Unfortunately, 
the reverse is also true… .’ In the last half year we saw 
him win a lot on different horses. If Christian Ahlmann 
had to pick one out in particular, he thinks of his World 
Cup qualifier in Mechelen. That was his third World Cup 
victory in succession and all that on the back of Taloubet 
Z: ‘The power and speed he developed was phenomenal. 
I do not think that anyone had expected that. Taloubet 
Z will be a 16-yr-old and it feels as if I have the best 
Taloubet Z ever under me. He had recovered from an 
injury and the question was how he would come back 
in the sport. Judy Ann always believed in the horse and 
he is now stronger than ever. At his age! This is really 
phenomenal and without exaggeration you can call him 
a world-class horse.’ Christian does therefore not need 
to have any doubts about his most important dates this 
year. In the World Cup Finals and the Olympics he can 
count on Taloubet Z. Naturally, he prudently adds that 
Taloubet Z will be his first choice as long as he stays 
injury-free and in good form. We have already seen a 
lot from Christian and Taloubet Z and, who knows, 
perhaps the best is still to come.

Neumünster HHH (GER)
Codex One  – 1e GP

Braunschweig HHHH (GER) 
Colorit  – 1e GP

Doha HHHHH (QAT) 
Codex One  – 3e GP

Leipzig HHHHH (GER) 
Cornado II  – 1e GP

Basel HHHHH (SUI) 
Codex One  – 1e GP

Mechelen HHHHH (B) 
Taloubet Z  – 1e WB
Caribis Z  – 1e Léon Melchior 
  Sires of the World

Madrid HHHHH (ESP) 
Taloubet Z  – 1e WB

Stuttgart HHHHH (GER) 
Codex One  – 1e WB

Lyon HHHHH (FRA)
 Taloubet Z  – 2e WB

Barcelona HHHHH (ES) 
Taloubet Z  – 2e & 6e NC final

Aachen European Championships 
Taloubet Z  – Silver Medal


