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Judy Ann´s career as a Junior Rider. Just a few months 
after her arrival Judy Ann and Abba Z triumph in the 
GP for Juniors in Mechelen. The year marking their real 
breakthrough is 2003, with wins in Metz, Valkenswaard, 
Maastricht, Oslo, Helsinki and Moorsele. Judy Ann: 
‘Abba used to have an incredible mentality as a sport 
horse, a strong will to win. Both he and Coriano were 
key to the early stages of my career with horses and 
to making the switch from ponies to horses a success.’ 
Abba Z continues in the sport until the end of 2005 and 
early 2006 she is transferred to the breeding department 
of Stud Zangersheide.

Career switch
In the wake of her sport horse career Abba Z is 
launched into her second career as a broodmare, but in 
the beginning things didn´t go so smoothly. In 2006 a 
couple of attempts were made to get Abba in foal by 
inseminating her with semen from for instance Carthago 
Z, but without success. The mare wouldn´t catch and 
remained barren. Until 2007, when she was paired with 
Level Z, a young Levisto Z son with exceptionally strong 
semen. The mare catches and her first foal is an instant 
hit. Lover Boy Z is a compact muscle horse who can be 
incredibly fast in jump-offs. A ‘perfect match’. Lover Boy 

Abba Z was born at Paul Schockemöhle´s stud in 
Germany in 1992, and started life with the name of 
Aldrilla. Before becoming one of Jos Lansinks´s top 
horses, the mare´s sire Aldatus Z formed a combination 
with the young Christian Ahlmann and once won 
the Sires of the World in Lanaken and the European 
Championships Young Riders in Millstreet. Successes for 
Aldatus Z with Lansink in the saddle include a victory in 
the World Cup of Monterrey. Abba´s dam Dorilla was a 
daughter by Domspatz out of Lavendel and she herself 
jumped at 1.50m level with Hugo Simon.

It took another ten years, until 2002, before Aldrilla 
appeared on the radar of Stud Zangersheide and the 
Melchior family. The eye-catching mare was spotted by 
Pilar Cordon and tried out by Judy Ann at Zangersheide. 
There was an instant click which lead to a quick 
purchase, and renaming the mare Abba Z immediately 
secured her a very special place in the family.

The winner takes it all
In next to no time Abba Z manages to adjust to her 
new home at Stud Zangersheide and weekly tours the 
competition grounds together with her equine colleague 
Coriano Z. Both horses have proven to be invaluable for 

Anybody who takes the trouble to listen to the music during the Open Door Days, the Stallion 
Inspection or while sitting on the VIP patio during the World Champions will be quick to notice that 
the largest chunk is taken up by ABBA music, more than by any other band or artist. The Melchior 
family have a soft spot for this Swedish pop group as well as an unconditional love for the mare 
known by the same name, Abba Z. Abba Z has made the transition from successful sport horse to one 
of the best brood mares of her generation. Mamma Mia! What a mare!

ABBA Z
 – the ‘dancing queen’ of 

Zangersheide

Lover Boy ZLay Your Love on Me Z

Angel Eyes Z
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Z receives his education from stable rider Ken Ruysen 
who then hands the reins over to Judy Ann. When he 
secures a place in the finals of the WC Young Horses 
for 5-year-olds his rider is totally convinced. Later when 
Lover Boy Z is a 7-year-old this combination gives a 
repeat performance by winning the finals of the Young 
Horses in Göteborg and also excels during Knokke 
Hippique.

Abba´s second son ‘Take a Chance on Me Z’ is a son by 
Taloubet Z. Take a Chance is a very careful horse and 
one of Christian Ahlmann´s favourites. Being a Taloubet 
Z son probably adds to this too. As a youngster Take a 
Chance was often kept somewhat in the background, but 
in September 2015 the good-looking chestnut stallion 
jumped himself onto the radar of breeders when he won 
Bronze under Christian Ahlmann at the 2015 WC for 
Young Horses. So now that Take a Chance has settled 
into the stallion quarters at the start of the 2016 season 
breeders have renewed access to the Taloubet  blood.

What´s in a name
A year after Take a Chance Z a full sister to Lover Boy Z 
is born and keeping within the theme, she too is named 
after one of the cherished Abba songs. Her name is Lay 
Your Love on Me Z and she is a beautiful, tall grey mare 
who turns out to be a terribly keen athlete under saddle. 
Like most other Z-mares in the past, she also brought a 
foal before she was prepared for a career in the sport. In 
2014 a chestnut filly by Zandor Z was born so by now 
the Abba blood has progressed to the third generation.  

After Lay Your Love On Me Z it takes three years before 
ABBA Z brings another foal. Angel Eyes Z is one of the 
very first foals by Aktion Pur Z. In 2012, a year before 

Aktion Pur Z became available to the larger public, 
several mares were paired to this strapping fellow from 
Stud Zangersheide. Abba was one of them. Angel Eyes 
Z is a filly with rather distinctive markings who displays 
enormous capacity and great prudence when free 
jumping. She is definitely a mare to keep tabs on. This 
spring Angel Eyes Z will be inseminated with Taloubet 
Z semen.

The Coke side of life
Thanks to a controversial technique, 2014 was a 
successful breeding season for Abba Z. The name Coca-
Cola Z would have been a far better choice for the Cicero 
Z colt Capsone Z. In Germany, Judy Ann has discovered 
a technique that modifies the pH value in a mare´s uterus 
which produces a considerably increased fertility in 
mares who have always been difficult to impregnate. In 
consultation with the Zangersheide vets a douche has 
been developed which has the world´s most famous soda 
as its basic ingredient and this technique proves to be a 
success! By means of embryo transfer Abba Z produced 
three foals in 2015, practically doubling her offspring. 
In addition to the exceptionally well-built colt Capsone 
Z by Cicero Z two athletic fillies were born, one by Air 
Jordan Alpha Z and the other by Asca Z. And it comes 
as no surprise that these two top models continue life 
as Agnetha Z and Anni-Frid Z, the lead singers of the 
former Swedish pop group.

Capsone Z

Anni-Frid Z


