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Z Open Days, 
Tomorrowland in 
Lanaken
Who would still ask about Tiësto? In Lanaken most selfies were taken with Levisto Z. People of 
tomorrow and horses of tomorrow; in the first weekend of March you could see them in Lanaken at 
the Open Days in an impressive line-up. Levisto Z continues to be the most coveted star of young 
lady riders, although in the past year there were many who were tempted by an impressive and 
dominant black stallion, Dominator Z. Because of his powerful body, they say. But that is not all. 
His performance attracted a lot of applause, including his encores. And then there was the show 
of George Z, the one but youngest on the podium, who is admired for his dam and her line. That is 
another angle. The experienced artists with world-wide sports records also keep scoring well and also 
the youngsters which have just made their debut in the ring are offered plenty of mares.

By: Kris Van Loo
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and we agree with that. This is how Zangersheide distin-
guishes itself from other studbooks. I do not need to tell 
you who is in charge in Friesland, but when we breed 
with a Z-stallion, we have something new for Friesland, 
which no-one else has. Several years ago we drove past 
Lanaken on a tour of Europe, but it was not Open Days 
then. We only saw the outside and decided to come back 
to take a look. We finally managed it.’ Then follows their 
assessment: Levisto Z is the most charming stallion, but 
Friesian breeders are level-headed: “Our mare is a small 
blood mare and we believe that Dominator Z is the bet-
ter match.’

itors say. ‘The fact that we can also watch the stallions in 
their stables is great. The presentation of the stallions is 
more than show, in Zangersheide you get a more honest 
and complete picture of every stallion. Because they are 
so accessible.

There was a young couple from Friesland, for example 
…that is 340 kilometres away. “We have wanted to vis-
it the Open Days and the stallion show for a long time 
and we finally got round to it. We left very early this 
morning and I have come to pick out a stallion for my 
mare. At Zangersheide the focus is on sport performance 

Tomorrowland in Boom of Zomorrowland in Lanaken 
have the same common denominator. They both have a 
worldwide orientation and attract an international au-
dience. No festival is visited by so many nationalities 
as Tomorrowland, no studbook or studfarm receives 
so many foreign breeders and fans as Zangersheide. 
The studbook that was the first to reach across borders 
has created an interest from all breeders without bor-
ders and perhaps even more from future breeders, for if 
there is one studfarm that appeals to the imagination, it 
is Zangersheide.

More than before they came from further than ever this 
year. There was a mother and her two daughters from 
South Africa, for example. People from Poland, Italy and 
Switzerland came to Zangersheide. And many breeders 
say the same as they do at Tomorrowland; it is the con-
nection you feel. That is the baseline, connected by the 
best in the world and collected in one place. The great 
attraction of Zomorrowland is the noncommittal and 
relaxed ‘meet & great’. ‘It is amazing to see all those ce-
lebrities in the flesh’, a breeder remarked. ‘You can even 
touch them and pat them.’ The stars appeal to the imag-
ination and many admit that their dream has come true 
to see, feel and smell them from close by. 

The Z-stallions visibly enjoyed all the attention, stal-
lion can be just like people. Sticking your neck out, a 
quick wink and being kissed on the nose. Followed by 
a photograph. ‘These stallions are remarkably calm and 
relaxed. You can see that they are happy here’, a breed-
er notices. Many horse people like to be offered a look 
behind the screens and they appreciate the organisation 
of the events. ‘Always when you visit this place, you are 
reminded of the fact that many other studbooks have 
become rusty; here everything runs smoothly’, some vis-
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ty of the blood. Before they were almost all Holsteiners. 
Now I see, for example, Solid Gold Z from Oldenburg, 
Sir Obolensky Z from Westfalia, Dominator Z with 
French blood. A positive evolution. They are right to of-
fer such diversity and no matter what blood, you find 
that they are all sport horses and that is what matters 
when they grow up.

The Dutch studfarm Van Kleef from Ede breeds some ten 
foals per year. ‘We rarely miss an event of Zangersheide. 
Last year our stallion Heineken (Zirocco Blue out of 
Regina Adelheid Z), from the line of Ramiro Z, was li-
censed here.’ They wanted to be surprised by the diver-
sity of the stallions, although they already had a slight 
preference for Cornado II Z. They want to develop their 
own lines and therefore are not eager to see their foals. 
Half of their foals are Z registered: ‘We believe in the Z 
approach because they consistently draw the line from 
sport, sport to sport and that is where all good horses 
go in the end.

A Flemish family who breed three foals a year wanted to 
see eye in eye with Corico Z: ‘because he really convinced 
us with his performance in the stallion competition. Our 
breeding product Finishing Touch Wareslagers this year 
came seventh in Lanaken in the Sires. We visit the World 
Championships every year, this is the first time that we 
use a Z-stallion and we wanted to see him in the flesh, 
see his feet and all that. You do not see everything in 
the ring. It is important to also see the stallions in their 
stables. After all, we are amateur breeders and the hors-
es we breed must be suitable for amateurs, as well. It is 
therefore important to see how they behave. And that is 
possible during the Open Days, which have pleasantly 
surprised us. Very roomy stables and very horse-friendly. 
The stallions are feeling completely at ease.

A Walonian breeder from Andenne has been register-
ing his foals with Zangersheide for 20 years already 
and came to the Open Days to pick out his stallions 
for the next season: ‘I just take it all in. I regularly use 
Z-stallions and I am pleasantly surprised by the diversi-

We heard that more often in that weekend, in the 
Netherlands one has been breeding too much on con-
formation in the past and those pretty dolls now want a 
real bloke who can jump like the best and so they choose 
Dominator Z. 

Mother and daughter are admiring their sire…Hmm? 
Well, you know, last week our foal by Dominator Z was 
born….do you want to see it? Looks very handsome, in-
deed, he looks like his sire. Great, is not it? Absolutely! 
My daughter is the rider, but she is following her aca-
demic studies right now, so the sport has moved more 
to the background for the time being. Our previous foal 
is now a 2-yr-old, by Cascor Z and before that we used 
Cicero Z. This product is now our daughter’s riding 
horse. Mother and daughter both love Levisto Z. ‘But 
our mare barely stands 1.65m and this is her first foal. 
Would it be wise to cross her with Levisto Z? Our heart 
said yes, but our good sense chose a taller model.

A young couple from Strassbourg are breeding for own 
use and are expecting a foal by Sir Obolensky Z. You 
can not find anything of that nature in France, you have 
to go to Lanaken. What a totally different mentality. 
When you ask a question at Zangersheide, you actually 
get an answer. In France you get the impression that you 
are not really supposed to ask questions. Zangersheide is 
far away, but nevertheless we have been coming here al-
ready for six years running. Even if we were not to breed 
this year. We still feel the connection.’

From Strassbourg to Munich: ‘I bred a filly by Levisto 
Z and we have come to the Open Days especially to see 
Levisto Z in the flesh. I always loved Levisto…I com-
pared him with hundreds of other stallions and always 
came back to Levisto Z. I had never seen him live, not 
even at a show. I knew him only from the internet and 
now that his daughter is born, I wanted to see him for 
real. My first foal would have been by Plot Blue, but did 
not make it. And now we have a live foal I am looking 
forward to later see him with Judy Ann..

For 20 years Ellen Hendrikx has been the face and voice of the studbook office 

for our breeders. Everyone recognizes her by her easy and happy laugh. At the 

Open Days Ellen received flowers in appreciation of her 20 years of service.


