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Bying public 
is warming up 
for the next edition
In August and September our auction items were flying all over the equestrian world. Rearers, dealers 
and sport stables filled up their stock. But also riders and horse-owners picked the fruits from our 
collection which was unanimously described as ‘exceptionally good’. We approached a few of the 
buyers and learnt that most of them will also be present this year.

Oleksandr Onyshchenko

The Ukraine showjumping rider Oleksandr Onyshchenko 
bought as many as eight foals at last year’s Z Quality 
Auction including the auction topper on Saturday, Cape 
Verde de Kreisker Z and the champion of Z-Festival 
Lethago Z.

Onyshchenko :”I got the idea to visit Z Quality Auction 
from Judy Ann Melchior. I often see her at shows and have 
a very good relationship with her. When I buy a foal at 
an auction, I mainly look at the dam’s line. I believe that 
it is very important to know if the dam’s line produced 
good sport horses.” Therefore Mr. Onyshchenko bought, 
amongst others, Cape Verde de Kreisker Z, a daughter of 
Cornet Obolensky out of the full sister of the Olympic 
stallion Verdi. The same applied to Feel Good de 
Kreisker Z, a son of For Pleasure out of the direct dam’s 
line of Jalisco B. Arabella van de Berghoeve Z (Arko III) 
descends from the line of Belgian champion Aluna from 
Niels Bruynseels and Karima FZ Z (Kannan) comes 
from the line of the Holstein stallion Corland.

“After the dam’s line I look at the sire. In principal I 
prefer to buy foals with sires that themselves performed 
at the highest level in the sport. Last year these were 
products from, for example, Cornet Obolensky, For 
Pleasure, Kannan and Levisto Z.”, says Onyshchenko.

These foals are peacefully reared in Germany, together 
with the foals he bred himself. “I breed about 10 foals 
per year. I use mares that have performed in the sport 
before. I use, for example, the mare K Club Lady 

(Calido I) which has been active at the highest level and 
I used embryotransplantation with Carlina (Carvallo 
BB). Our studfarm produced, amongst others, the 
Westfalian champion stallion For Contest (For Pleasure 
– Contender).”

Enda Carroll

‘A two days sitting to pick them out’

Enda Carroll, owner of Ashford Farm was present 
in person for two days at the Zangersheide Quality 
Auction. A familiar face, because last year he added four 
young talents to his stock. “We are finding it increasingly 
difficult to find good showjumping horses and to buy 
them. That gave me the idea to bred a few myself every 
year and buy several additional ones. As we do at 
our dealers yard and sport stables, we go for the best 
possible. As far as that is concerned, you find yourself in 
the right place at Zangersheide. Their collection is of a 
very high level. And I have full confidence in the auction, 
the people around it and the manner of selection.”

Ashford Farm managed to lay their hands on, amongst 
others, the remarkably marked Cream Girl JVH Z and 
Cornett Blue PH Z. Saillant detail, both foals were 
bought in shared ownership with breeder Manfred von 
Allwörden from Studfarm Groenwohldhof. “We did this 
for commercial reasons. We developed this idea when 
we both attended the world championships. We both 
have trouble finding real good horses. Manfred is a very 
good and big breeder and I am happy to profit from his 
knowledge and experience. The good thing about the 
auction at Zangersheide is the total concept. The foals 
have passed a strict selection programme. And when you 
visit the world championships anyway, it is nothing more 
than a two day sitting and picking out what you like.”

The picking out happens on the spot. “The dam’s line is 
extremely important. Nowadays, all that matters are the 
very best horses and they often come out of the better 
kind of mares lines. Their papers must be attractive. Next 
we are very critical of the type. Are the bones correct, 
how do they move and do they have the charisma that 
I like? When they come trotting in and start to canter, 
I must feel touched. For me personally, a foal has to 
appeal to me right from the first moment.”
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Jean Miguel Prado-Lacoste

‘I like a dash of French blood’

Jean Miguel Prado-Lacoste is running a showjumping 
and sales stables on the Spanish border. Jean-Miguel has 
used the Online Auction right from its start. “To find 
real quality, I like to look beyond.”

“At the first edition of the Online Auction I bought 3 
colts. The first was Zambo Z (Zandor Z), the other 
two were sons of Nabab de Reve: Nabab’s Joker Z and 
Nabucco van de Pikkerie Z. I was unfortunately unable 
to attend the selection. But I had done my homework. 
The foals I bought all carry a dash of French blood, 
which I like. Also in 2015 I had noticed three foals, two 
of them I managed to buy. Make My Day Z, a filly by 
Mylord Carthago and Dixon MRN Z, a son of Diamant 
de Semilly. My wife is to blame for the daughter of 
Mylord Carthago, she wanted her so badly that she 
persuaded me.”

With four colts and one filly from the last Z-auctions, 
their stock is amply provided for at present. “I am still 
happy about my purchases, although it is still too early 
to see how glad I should really be. You can judge their 
quality only at a later age. But I have no reason to have 
any doubts about their abilities. We always give young 

horses plenty of time. Experience has taught me that 
most Zangersheide horses have blood and are sharp 
animals. They need careful handling in order to profit 
from them later.”

Carlos Mota Ribas

‘Our client immediately agreed’

Olympic rider Carlos Mota Ribas could not resist 
temptation. After a seven years absence, he returned 
for the latest edition of the Zangersheide Quality 
Auction. And also this time Carlos Mota Ribas found 

what he wanted. Atomic Z son Agamemnon Z went 
to the KKRibas Stables. “Buying at an auction is a 
very emotional exercise for me”, Ribas admits. “You 
know how it goes. A table, a good glass of wine and an 
atmosphere that gets more and more exciting. Note well, 
the collection was of a very high level, I found. And I was 
not the only one, everyone was eager to buy.

Together with a Brazilian client at the table, he 
purchased Agamemnon Z, a son of Atomic Z out of 
Pallenger, which by the name of Angelique had jumped 
at international level. “An interesting colt. Especially his 
ancestry appealed to us, there on the spot. At the end of 
the ride you need to be lucky with a foal. But in this case 
the price matched the foal very well. His papers were 
good, he appealed to us and our client spontaneously 
agreed. I am glad that we managed to buy him.”

Ribas is not totally inexperienced with foals. He had 
invested in a foal before at a Zangersheide auction. 
“Seven years ago, to be exact, I bought a foal in Lanaken 
by Baloubet du Rouet. I am not really an auction 

Carroll hopes to return one day to Lanaken with his 
purchased and self-bred stock. “They are all given the 
same chances with us. You have to manage to get them 
through their first years in one piece. Only two or three 
years later can you see how your investment is doing. If 
they seem good enough, we want to return with them 
to the world championships, of course. As far as that is 
concerned, we did not specifically look for stallions or 
for mares. What matters to us is the trade, after all. And 
then you need good horses.” 

The bought foals are grouped together with the self-bred 
foals. “I breed with mares that have had a sport career 
or I flush an embryo out of sport mares, such as ARD 
Ginger Pop which won the silver medal in the 2015 
World Championships for Young Horses in Lanaken. I 
prefer to use a reputable sire, such as Cornet Obolensky 
and Diamant de Semilly, but I also use promising young 
stallions. This year, for example, I have three very good 

foals by Dominator Z. In this way we aim to get a group 
of about fifteen youngsters. When I look at my stock, I 
am still very pleased. Last year’s foals have all developed 
well. And also the youngest appear to have enough 
quality. Now it is wait and see. But I have good hopes 
that our patience will be rewarded.”

shopper. It is hard to explain, but a foal is always a bit 
emotional.”

The same can be said more or less about the breeding 
at KKRibas Stables. It is a hobby grown top-heavy, 
with several foals born every year. “We hope to keep it 
at three to four foals per year. In breeding, too, luck is 
a major factor. But I always try to use the best mares. 
Often horses that have already proved themselves in 
the sport. The choice of stallion is again an emotional 
matter. Sires of horses on which I performed well myself 
have my preference. Those I dare to use confidently on 
my own stock.”

Next season foals are expected by Phin Phin, Vagabond 
de la Pomme and Cornet Obolensky. “Some of them will 

be registered with Zangersheide. That is the studbook 
that focuses most strongly on the sport. The level there 
is high. And you could see that at the auction. The foals 
went for good prices. I am certain that we will see many 
of them back in the international sport. With so much 
quality, that is almost inevitable.”

All the more reason to come back to the Zangersheide 
Quality Auction. “Last time, our Brazilian clients were 
extremely enthusiastic afterwards. At first, we had 
intended to just take a look together. And it worked out 
quite nicely in this way. We were happy and so were the 
clients. They told us that they certainly wanted to come 
back the next time. To start in the world championships 
and to buy foals at the auction.”

Enda with a own bred foal by Dominator Z.
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Kim Kristensen

‘I have always done well by the auction’

Three foals went to Denmark this year, where they will 
find themselves in good company. Also last year three 
foals with a Z-stamp moved to the showjumping and 
sales stables Baekgaarden. And they wetted the appetite. 

“Seven years ago I bought my first foals in Lanaken”, 
Kim Kristensen remembers. “My best horses at the 
moment come from that year. Of course, buying foals 
carries a certain risk. But we have been lucky 
with the Zangersheide auction. Looking 
at my current 2-yr-olds, I believe 
that they are the best I ever 
had. I would be surprised if 
there is not a licensed stallion 
between them. I never find 
such horses on my travels, or at 
least, not for a price I can pay.”

This time he had his eye on foals that 
were convincing all around. “I made an 
intensive study of the foals beforehand. 
I always follow the championships and 
I went to take a look at the presentation. I 
immediately noticed two foals that I would like 

to have. During the auction I found a third. The latter 
showed itself in such a way that evening, that I dared 
take it for the right price.”

At the last edition Kristensen twice fell for Kannan 
blood. That is how Key West HE Z and Kaiser vd 
Haterbeek Z travelled to Denmark. The first is a brother 
of Zoriana on which the Dutch Emile Tacken is acting 
at Grand Prix level. Kaiser vd Haterbeek is the number 
four of Z-Festival. Success guaranteed, so it seems, for 
this line produced, amongst others, Quickly de Kreisker 
(Abdelkebir Ouaddar), Once de Kreisker (Philippe Le 
Jeune) and Kirfa de Kreisker (Athina Onassis). “Kannan 
is a stallion that produces good showjumping horses. I 
liked the foals’ ancestry, in fact I liked all of them straight 
away. When they come in, I want to see character and 
balance. A foal has to be a little bold and be able to 
change gear well. In any case I am glad that I have been 
investing in them for a number of years.” 

Axel Verlooy

‘We all hope to get a good one’

Eurohorse does not yet have a resounding reputation as 
a rearer, but that may well change. They bred eight foals 
last season. And after the Zangersheide Quality Auction, 
four more were added. 

“I like to rear foals”, says Verlooy. “Not a mass of them. 
That is not my thing. Just a few foals with interesting 
breeding. I really love to see them grow up. And, of 
course, we all hope to get a good one.”

Not surprisingly Verlooy will be in attendance at 
the auction. His other foals also have Z-papers. “At 
Zangersheide everything is always perfectly organised. 
One phone-call and they are standing by your door. I 
like a good business attitude.”

The selection for the auction was made in advance. “I 
had my eyes on a specific foal. Purely on the basis of 
the papers. Maybe you should not say so aloud, but 
nowadays the sires are always interesting. I am especially 
interested in the dam’s line. A mare that already produced 
an interesting horse has my preference. At the auction, 
all you do is sit and bid. I picked out three in the end. 
The rest were too expensive for me. I want to make 
responsible investments”, explains the dealer, who has 
one further remark. “The foal by Gem Twist was a bit 
more expensive. Even though I bought it together with 
Stephan Conter. A very special foal out of an interesting 
mares line. It was a lot of money for a foal. But we will 
only know if we paid a good price in a few years time.”

Before, Verlooy did business in the Online Z Auction 
where he got hold of Thunder Bay d’Argilla Z. “With 
any auction, I first look at the entire collection. That is 
how I discovered this son of Thunder. I knew the breeder 
and knew that the dam had already produced a number 
of good horses. Auctioning from behind the computer. 
It was fun”, laughs Verlooy, who is pleased with his 
purchase. 

“The foal is 200% better than I thought. In fact, the 
online collection has, in principle, the same quality as 
the auction foals. It is not as if a breeder can simply place 
any foal on the internet. The same jury has had a look 
at the foals. That is why I am confident about buying 
online.”

If all his expectations will be met, Lacoste will later 
come back with his youngsters to Lanaken. “But that 
is looking very far ahead, of course. We will take it easy 
and will possibly first present them in Fontainebleau. 
From there a selection for the world championships 

may follow. I will be there myself anyway. And perhaps 
I will also visit the auction again. Whether I will buy 
anything, I can not yet say. Our stables are pretty full, 
right now. But the quality of the collection may still be 
very tempting for me.”

Kim Kristensen and Dimitri Z, a stallion which he had bought as 

a colt at the 2009 Zangersheide Quality Auction and on which he 

successfully started in the WC for Young Horses in 2015.
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For rearing youngsters, two factors are of the greatest 
importance, according to Gulliksen. “Luck and 
numbers. You need a number of foals to upgrade your 
luck factor. And even then, you have no guarantees. 
That is the great thing about auctions. A foal for 
5,000 euro may become a Grand Prix horse, while the 
auction topper may never even appear in the ring.” 

Geir Gulliksen has a busy agenda. Jumping at shows, 
running a sales yard and monitoring two children that 
are performing at international level. The latter inspired 
him to make formidable investments on the Online 
and Z Quality Auction. “We can use a lot of horses 
at present. To go out and look for them is getting too 
difficult. The only options are to breed them ourselves 
or buy them young. I did the latter at Zangersheide.”

The Norwegian has full confidence in the studbook 
and the people behind it. “Judy Ann and Christian 
handle the auction really well. I do not have the 
time myself to search it all out. That is why I 
am fully led by their advice. They are not pushy, 
they know the foals and simply give their honest 
opinion. Yes, I am quite pleased with Zangersheide.”

One of the recent acquisitions at the advice of 
Christian Ahlmann was, amongst others, Leonardo 
Z. He is a son of Levisto Z out of Cassandra Z, who 
is a known licensed stallions producer. “Christian told 
me about this Levisto out of the dam of Calvados 
Z. Herself a great horse, that unfortunately had to 
retire early from the sport. Those kind of foals are 
interesting to me. A dam that has proved herself in the 
sport is more likely to produce a good sport horse.”

Although the horses are not for commercial purposes, 
Fedorovskaya still aims for the best possible. “We apply 
high standards for our purchases. For us it is important 
that we find horses that can later handle top level. With 
that in mind, we also bought these foals. We look at the 
bloodline and try to buy products from lines with a lot 
of sport blood. The fillies should have papers that will 
also later be useful. For it is good to first let them have 
a foal, before they go into the sport. With colts we look 
further ahead than a possible licensing. They first of all 
should be promising sport horses. If they do get a licence 
later, then that is just a bonus.”

The foals she bought are being reared at Henrik Klatte. 
“He, as well, believed that we had bought super foals. We 
recently looked them up and were pleasantly surprised. 
All the foals develop precisely as we had hoped. If they 
pass their first years safe and sound, they then come to 
Moscow and our riders will start them. When they still 
look promising after two years of training, we make a 
plan. Then they may well be sent to an international 
rider. But it is still too early to say anything about this.”

Fedorovskaya is already looking forward to the next 
edition. “We had already looked at the foals on the 
internet before. We tried to buy something from the 
bloodlines we had marked. Will I try again this year? 
Of course we will. The quality was great. And I hope to 
find super blood again this time. We already booked the 
hotel.”

The Russian Marina Fedorovskaya visited the world 
championships in Lanaken for the first time last year. It 
turned into an unforgettable occasion. Her two young 
horses jumped under Clarissa Crotta in the finals of the 
WC. And to top it all, she took three foals back with her 
to Moscow.

“It was great fun. First of all, because our horses were 
doing super. And then, because the auction was a great 
success for us. The quality was really exceptional. We 
visited several auctions this year, but we saw the best 
quality at Zangersheide. Of all those auctions, that was 
the best collection. That it was also the most expensive 
auction, has a logical explanation. None had reached 
this level.”

Geir Gulliksen

‘I have full confidence in Judy Ann and Christian’

Marina Fedorovskaya

‘We already booked the hotel’


