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Diviano Z (Dominator Z)

Gert Geyskens from Ham is a passionate sportsman. A 
former motor-crosser who has now totally fallen in love 
with real horse power and this is thanks to his daughter. 
‘Now, in the evenings, I am sitting in a chair in the field 
and watch my daughter and the foal and that is much 
more beautiful than television’, says a laughing Gert, 
who immediately adds that he knew nothing about the 
horse-world. But a new world has opened up for him 
and he would never have believed that an animal could 
have such an impact on a person. ‘It all started when 
my daughter and a girlfriend came into contact with 
horses. She is now 12 years old, still riding a pony and 
we believed that it was time for her to move on to a 
horse. She gets riding lessons at Woutershof and there 
Kristof Wouters persuaded us to buy Celeste Z (Coriano 
Z). As my daughter is still too small for horses, people 
suggested that we first have our mare get a foal. I know 
nothing about the horse-world but Kristof introduced 
us to Dominator 2000 Z, not least because Celeste Z is 
a smallish mare. I went to take a look at Dominator and 
I immediately fell for him. As a motoring fan I always 

‘Dominator Z is the Harley 
Davidson among the stallions’

New
Life

P a r t  I I

say that you need a Harley Davidson. And that is what 
I saw in Dominator Z, a Harley Davidson among the 
stallions. I saw Dominator Z at the Open Days. I also 
went to Zangersheide in person to collect sperm and 
I saw him again. What an animal, laughs Gert, who is 
extremely happy with the result. ‘I realise that it is like 
with your own child, you think it is beautiful, but people 
with more know-how also say that it is a great foal.’ 
For Gert and Celeste Z it was their first foal. ‘All thanks 
to Kristof van het Woutershof and the people from 
Twinkeling who monitored the birth. I can watch it for 
hours on end. When I notice how much impact those 
horses and breeding have on me, I am only sorry that I 
did not start earlier and that I never rode myself. I have 
become an absolute fan. Originally the intention was to 
have Celeste Z have one foal until my daughter could 

Diviano Z
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ride her. Now I fear that this will not be her only foal. 
I believe that I have lost my soul to breeding, says Gert 
Geyskens, grinning from ear to ear, who will present his 
foal at Z-Festival. ‘Simply to have a go at it and see what 

the professionals think. I have not given the auction any 
thought. It is the first foal that I bred and it gives me 
enormous pleasure.’

Cees Maas from Vught was a full-time pig farmer before, 
the last eight years he has been a full-time horse-keeper. 
The Blokhoeve is a livery stables and studfarm, where the 
horses are trained at home. ‘Before it was a hobby, now 
it has become my profession’, Cees explains, who breeds 
some six foals per year. Feleonora VDL (Corand x For 
Pleasure) is not a terribly tall mare, that is why he chose 
the formidable stallion Dallas VDL. The resulting filly 
is called Daiquiri Z. Cees also bred a foal by Cornado 
II. ‘Because I originally wanted to breed with Cornet 
Obolensky, but that would have been a difficult birth. 
That is why Cornado II offered a perfect alternative and 
I want to bring this foal to Z-Festival. Maybe even to 
sell it at the Z-Auction. That would be a first, last year I 
only came to watch and your foal championships look 

very correct.’ Cees does not per definition register his 
foals with Zangersheide. ‘Let us be honest, nowadays the 
stallion himself is more important than the studbook. 
The fact that I went to Zangersheide has a lot to do with 
my choice of stallion. This year I will use Dominator Z. 
He is a young, but very promising stallion’ Cees Maas 
concludes.

8

‘Your foal championships
look very correct’

Mum Elegance Lady (Carolus) in combination with 
dad Dominator 2000 Z (Diamant de Semilly) produced 
Dancing Lady S Z and breeder mister Schaap is 
extremely happy with her. ‘Dominator  Z is a real eye-
catcher, I think, an extremely handsome stallion with a 
lot of power. I have done with dreaming, but this filly 
is more beautiful than I dared to dream’ says a happy 
Schaap, who honestly admits: ‘I tried Diamant de 
Semilly twice, without success, and Dominator Z seemed 
the best alternative. I first saw him on the internet, later 
live and he immediately convinced me. Dominator Z is 
still a young stallion, so that is always wait and see, but 
this foal looks very promising. And in my experience 
the dam is even more important than the sire and 
Dominator Z is more than alright.’ Elegance Lady was 
bred by Schaap himself, as was her dam Joyful Lady 
(Nimmerdor). Schaap’s breeding evolved from a hobby 

‘I have done with dreaming, but this filly is more beautiful 
than I dared to dream’

to a full-time job. ‘I have five broodmares myself and I 
have twenty other broodmares in my stables from other 
clients, from which I rear the foals.’ Schaap normally 
sells his foals off his stables. ‘Over the years I built up a 
circle of clients and developed a market. That does not 
mean to say that he may present his foal at Z-Festival. 
‘Because that is a great and successful event. It is a fair 
distance from Groningen, but it is worth travelling to.’ 
Is Schaap a consistent Z-breeder, we ask him. ‘In all 
honesty, I first look at the stallion and only later at the 
studbook, but I admit that Zangersheide always has very 
interesting stallions on offer, that is the way it is. They 
are very professional, no fuss or palaver and it is, above 
all, a sport orientated studbook and that is what it is all 
about.’

Cornada Z (Cornado II Z)

Dancing Lady S Z (Dominator Z)

‘I saw another foal by Cornado II Z recently and that 
was also an unusually beautiful foal…just like our 
Cornada Z’, Bart Boering starts. ‘I follow the sport 
more or less and the Cornado brothers are doing simply 
magnificently in the sport. When I saw Cornado II Z in 
the flesh at the Open Days, I immediately fell for him. He 
would be the sire for me and I am happy I chose him’. 
Bart Boering only had one foal this year, although he 
breeds four foals on average every year. He breeds for 
private use. His daughter trains his breeding products. 
‘We want to breed functional sport horses. That is my 
point of departure and when all the genes are okay, the 
result will show, I am sure.’ Bart is a member on the 
board of the Dutch studbook KWPN. ‘But it is always 
good to know your neighbours, isn’t it? After all, you 
can only learn from each other. I have become a member 
of Zangersheide because of its stallions. I already used 
Chellsini Z, for example, but even apart from that, I 
simply like Zangersheide. Besides, Z-stallions are not 
expensive. You do not pay too much for the quality you 
get.’ Dancha, the dam of Cornada Z, was also bred by 
Bart. He would like to visit Z-Festival one day, although 
not with Dancha. ‘We have to travel down all the way 

Daiquiri Z

Cornada Z

Daiquiri Z  (Dallas VDL) & Chardonnay Z (Cornado II Z)
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from Groningen and that is several hours driving. But 
the main reason is that Dancha once injured herself 
on the trailer. She lost a lot of blood and fortunately 
survived, but it was a traumatic experience for her. That 
is why I travel her as little as possible. And certainly 
not with a foal at foot. I do want to come to your foal 
championships, but not with Dancha. I do not want to 
sell Cornada Z, anyway. My daughter will train her later 
and, who knows, perhaps one day I will bring one of 
Cornada Z’s offspring to Z-Festival.’ That Bart Boering 

is so enthousiastic about Cornado II is demonstrated 
by his choice for this year. Dancha is again in foal to 
Cornado II Z. ‘You must not change anything that is 
good’, Bart explains, who also fancies Dominator  Z. 
‘I have seen some fine foals from him. You would not 
expect this from such a castle of a stallion, but he 
produces exceptionally good products. And my daughter 
wants a foal by Levisto Z. So we already have two more 
Z-stallions on our wish-list.’

‘When I saw Cornado II Z in the flesh at the Open Days, 
I immediately fell for him.’

‘This will be a tall foal’, Ludo Mesotten begins when 
talking about Dominus Z, a son of Dominator Z. ‘I am 
really very pleased with the result. Many people agree 
with me and ask me why I did not use Dominator Z 
again. But I have now chosen Corico Z. You know, in the 
past I used the same stallion three years on end and they 
turned out totally different. That is the problem with full 
sisters and brothers, you always want to compare them 
with each other. Dominator Z has two good progenitors 
in Diamant de Semilly and Cassini I, but Corico Z has 
this, too, with Coriano Z and Caretano Z.’ Ludo has 
been breeding since the 80s. ‘I started as a rider at local 
level and soon discovered that I would not make it as 
a rider. Breeding seemed a full-worthy alternative’, says 
a smiling Ludo. His two sons did not follow him in his 
footsteps and do not share their father’s passion for 
breeding. But the grandchildren are interested. ‘They 
are now riding ponies and, who knows, maybe one 
day they will ride a horse bred by their grandfather?’ 
Ludo secretly hopes so, for now he always has to say 
goodbye to his foals, ‘because I did not have a good 
experience with riders. That is the reason why I always 

Dominus Z (Dominator Z)

sell my products as foals and, quite honestly, that always 
makes me sad, for I would like to see them grow up.’ 
That is why we will see Dominus Z at Z-Festival. And 
in previous years he has done well by those visits. In 
2007 Ludo had a foal sold for 44,000 euro in the Z 
Quality Auction. ‘I like going to Z-Festival, anyway, the 
foals gain a lot of experience. They get extra attention, 
grooming, transport, a new environment. Apart from a 
possible selection for the auction, Z-Festival is always 
good training for the foals. And it is the same for us 
breeders, it is always greatly organised and I appreciate 
that as a breeder. After all, I breed for my own pleasure.

Dominus Z will soon find out: ‘if it had been a filly, I 
would not have offered her for sale, but now I would like 
to make it to the auction.’ Dominus’’ dam is Ushuaia, 
which Ludo bought as a 12-yr-old. ‘She produced several 
foals for me that I quite liked and also her new owner 
in the Netherlands liked her products. So much so, that 
I was sorry that I had sold her and bought her back 
four years later. And she has now rewarded me with yet 
another fine foal.’

Ganache Z (George Z)

Ganache Z is the very first foal for Peter Leen from 
Peer, a local level rider who as application engineer has 
increasingly little time to ride. Breeding seemed a good 
alternative. ‘My father bred many horses in the past. Until 
one of his mares and her foal died a few years ago. Then 
he stopped breeding. My girlfriend bought Caretina St 
Ghyvan Z, for riding purposes, but I have since started 
breeding with her mare. To be honest, I know little 
about this business. I am a beginner and have sought the 
information from several experts. It was a long quest and 

in the end I found Zangersheide and George Z. I find 
the price/quality ratio from the Z-stallions perfect and 
you receive extensive information from Zangersheide. 
When George Z was presented to me, I immediately 
liked him. I studied his pedigree, saw some clips 
about him on the internet and I fell in love straight 
away.’ Peter was too late to see the birth himself, but 
fortunately he could still count on his father who, 
experienced as he is, handled everything perfectly and 
so got again involved in breeding. ‘I am quite happy 
about this, Ganache is a fierce, temperamental foal’, 
Peter explains, who now has developed a real taste 
for breeding. ‘The entire event, the birth of my first 
foal, could not have proceeded any better. I, like my 
father before me, breed for own use. And this is a filly. 
I do not know Z-Festival, but it does sound good. I 
am sure that one day I would like to present a foal 
of mine there. Simply, just for the sake of doing it. 
This year we will not breed with Caretina, so perhaps 
it will happen next year, because, as I said before, 
everything has gone so smoothly, from the contact 
with Zangersheide, the choice of stallion to the birth, 
that I want to do it again’, Peter Leen concludes.

‘I find the price/quality ratio 
of the Z-stallions perfect’

‘Foals gain a lot of experience at Z-Festival’

Ganache Z

Dominus Z
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Crazy Touch Z (Corico Z)

Hubertus Kläsener (27) from Marl won silver as a 
Young Rider in the German Championships and he may 
still be considered a talented young rider. He does not 
have his own stables, but he is ambitious and stables his 
horses with Christian Ahlmann. Sport has top priority, 
but this year Hubertus also became a breeder. ‘Last 
year I was forced to retire my 10-yr-old Up To Date x 
Argentan mare from the sport because of an injury. She 
had jumped up to 1.45m level, but her injury was such 
that she could only be used for breeding. Suddenly I had 
to find her a stallion. At the stallion presentation here in 
Marl I had noticed Corico Z. My mare was always rather 
hot. Corico seemed great to ride and jumped with a lot 
of power. An ideal combination, according to me. This 
year my first foal was born, a filly. She is a real beauty! 
The intention is that I keep her, so that she will later be a 
horse for me to start in the sport.’ In the meanwhile the 
mare is in foal again, this time by Aktion Pur Z.

Laphroaig SKB Z (Levisto Z)

Laphr…how do you say that? Like the whisky, a superb 
Scottish single malt. Alright, understood. Laphroaig 
it is, followed by SKB for Stal Kleine Broek and then 
the Z from Zangersheide. The inventor of the name 
and the foal by Levisto Z is Jos Wouters, industrial 
engineer, instructor, rider and breeder. And a whisky 
drinker probably? Did you finally find a stallion with a 
name starting with an L, Jos? He laughs: ‘Levisto Z was 
recommended by my girlfriend. I have a tall and over-
long daughter of Cento which would be matched well 
with a stallion with blood, fire and a good back. So that 
meant Levisto Z and this combination has turned out 
more than successful. As was her last year’s foal, when 
I had chosen Candillo Z. I have since learnt that this 
Cento daughter already produced several good horses. 
Some of them jump at 1.45m level. Laphroaig is like a 
statue, an extremely beautiful and well-muscled foal.’ 
Jos Wouters gives instruction, to people and horses, as a 

‘The stallions from Zangersheide all have proven sport blood, 
both on the sire’s and dam’s side’

Crazy Touch Z

Laphroaig SKB Z
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Stable names are often intriguing. Sometimes they 
are truly ingeniously designed, often with a reference 
to their location. But in the case of Buwa it is simply 
a combination of BUckinx and WAgemans, a young 
couple from Limburg that recently started their breeding 
activities. Because we both ride, Anneleen explains. ‘My 
friend likes showjumping and I do dressage and eventing.’ 
Their sixth foal was born this year. Clemi van Buwa Z is 
a daughter of Crowntano Z out of Electre van Vrijhern, 
C’est Chique van Buwa Z is a daughter of Casual Chic 
Z out of Kwinta van Vrijhern. She is a daughter of Cyber 
van Vrijhern which we know from the international 
sport under Patrik Spits and this stallion was bred by 
Anneleen’s parents in law: ‘Kwinta is a 5-yr-old and 
C’est Chique is her second foal. The intention is that she 
goes back into the sport next year. So no more foals for 
the time being’, says Anneleen: ‘I am riding a few horses 
for an owner and he had seen Casual Chic in Hanover. 
As I also do eventing, we were looking for a stallion 
that also could move well enough for dressage classes. 
The owner told us about Casual Chic Z, adding that the 
stallion currently stood at Zangersheide. We looked him 
up during the stallion presentation of the Open Days 
and we immediately liked Casual Chic Z. Our Electre 
gave us a filly by Crowntano Z, which we picked out 
because he was doing rather well already as a young 
horse. We had intended to use Atomic Z. When that 
did not work out, Crowntano was the best alternative. 
Electre is still owned by my parents in law, Clemi is her 
sixth foal, and we all agree: this is the prettiest by far. 
We are pleased with both foals, do not take me wrong, 
we did not name the other one C’est Chic for no reason’, 
says a smiling Anneleen. They came to Zangersheide 

by-line. He breeds for private use. ‘I bought a farm with 
13 hectares of land, which gives me the opportunity to 
rear and train the foals.’ As an amateur Jos jumped at 
1.50m level. Nowadays Liesje Vanderwegen starts his 
better horses. Jos Wouters has his own reasons for going 
to Zangersheide. ‘Because they always give you good 
service and I have noticed that they always get my mare 
in foal. I had less pleasant experiences in the past, even 
with reputable stallion stations. But so far Zangersheide 
has always done the trick. A second reason is that the 
stallions from Zangersheide all have proven sport blood, 
both on the sire’s and dam’s side. You get a sport horse, 

per definition.’ Besides the Levisto Z foal, Jos is also 
expecting a foal by George Z, out of a mare with Darco 
blood which he leased. He does not know yet whether 
we will see his ‘whisky’ at Z-Festival, but his girlfriend 
wants to go. ‘I normally do not afford myself the time 
for such things, because I will train the horses myself, 
anyway. But, you know, when your girlfriend wants 
to present that foal at Z-Festival, what can you do?’, 
says a smiling Jos. ‘She does not make things any easier 
that way, because on the one hand she wants to go to 
Z-Festival and on the other she does not want to sell the 
foal. We must still have a word about this, I am sure.’

Clemi van Buwa Z (Crowntano Z) & 

C’est Chique van Buwa Z (Casual Chic Z)

because of their stallion choice: ‘In the past I have used 
a dressage stallion and we have also picked out several 
stallions at Paul Schockemöhle. This was the first time 
we used Z-stallions and we are exceptionally content; 
you get perfect service and good conditions for very 
reasonable prices.’ It is not sure that we will see the foals 
from Buwa at Z-Festival. The couple normally breeds 
for private use, but Anneleen and her friend will perhaps 
present a foal. ‘We are still thinking about it and have 
not yet decided. We normally keep our foals, you know, 
but it all depends on what kind of offer you get’

‘good conditions for very reasonable prices’

Gotjeu Z (George Z)

‘Many people say it…that it is a beautiful foal’, says a 
content Ad Van Laak. George Z was responsible for this 
foal and on the dam’s side we find the direct influence 
of Lord Z as grandsire. For Ad Van Laak breeding is 
a hobby. He has reached the age of 67 and in the past 
rode up to Z level. He breeds about two foals per year, 
which are either sold/auctioned or stay to be trained. ‘I 
have had the opportunity in the past to sell a foal via the 
Z Quality Auction,’ Ad tells us. ‘I use the stallion that 
appeals to me, independent of the studbook. Normally 
I pick out proven stallions. Out of this Lord Z daughter 
I bred foals before, by Nabab de Reve and Action 
Breaker and I am now expecting two foals by Aganix 
du Siegneur Z, also because that stallion did very well in 
the sport and his exceptional genes are bound to reveal 
themselves, I am sure!’ But Ad does not always go for 
veteran sires, as he had now chosen George Z. ‘If I do 
use a young stallion, he must be extremely good and that 
is what George Z is, with an exceptionally fine dam’s 
line. And the foal looks more than good. Another young 
stallion that I like is Solid Gold Z.’ Ad will bring his 
George Z foal to Z-Festival, hoping to earn a selection 
for the auction.

‘If I do use a young stallion, he 
must be extremely good and 

that is what George Z is

Clemi van Buwa Z

C’est Chique van Buwa Z

Gotjeu Z
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Taloubea Z (Taloubet Z)

The filly Taloubea Z was born in Austria in May. The 
Schwarz family from Riding School Pelmberg, not so 
far from Linz, breed three foals per year. Their breeding 
combines well with their large agricultural business 
and sport stables. Taloubea Z is out of the former GP 
mare Carmen (Costar), A Czech mare which until 
recently jumped at international GP level under Josef 
Schwarz Jr. Father Schwarz: ‘My son is an international 
showjumping rider. He knows the horses from the circuit 
and was an absolute fan of Taloubet Z. It was his idea 
to use him for our Carmen when she retired from the 
sport. The result is a magnificent filly. I already had it 

‘Het feit dat Christian Ahlmann deze hengst uitbrengt, betekent 
dat hij voldoet aan de eisen van de grote sport.’

pass over a few cavaletti and she tackled them with great 
suppleness. Our intention is to keep her for the sport, 
as long as she turns out good enough, of course. Then 
she, in turn, can continue our breeding.’ Meanwhile 
Josef jr and sr have already chosen their next stallion at 
Zangersheide. This year they picked out Take a Chance 
Z, a son of Taloubet. ‘My son saw him in action at one 
of his international competitions. The fact that Christian 
Ahlmann is starting this stallion means that he meets the 
requirements for the big sport.’

‘The fact that Christian Ahlmann is starting this stallion means 
that he meets the requirements for the big sport.’

Taloubea Z


