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Joris De Brabander. That is where our interest in breeding 
began to grow. We had already bred three foals out of 
our hacking mares by Nabab de Reve, just for our own 
use. Then Joris suggested that we better start breeding 
with other mares, for we would not get anywhere the 
way we were doing. We decided to buy some embryos 
from him and that is how the ball got rolling.’

Geert and Geertrui Baertsoen met each other at a riding 
school where they both stabled a horse for hunting. ‘In 
fact, we wanted to do ‘something’ to do with breeding’, 
Geertrui explains: ‘whether it was cows, goats or horses. 
We followed evening classes for two years in Belgium 
to get established as farmers and we even visited a goat 
milking farm, for that was also an option. Our study 
programme included an apprenticeship and we went to 

Haras de la Pomme
Breeders are always wrecking their brains on it: how do you create the best match? Which stallion fits 
which mare. It is the existential question for every breeder. But how do you become a good breeder 
yourself? Which male/female will ensure the correct match? We found the answer in Normandy, in 
Haras de la Pomme in Le Pin. The concept? Bring a cabinet-maker to a nurse and that combination 
produced Vagabond de la Pomme, Farfelu de la Pomme, Sandor de la Pomme, George Z and many 
more. The carpenter is called Geert, the nurse Geertrui. Even their first names are a match. 

By: Kris Van Loo
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to Joris’, Geert repeats: ‘We have bred some 30 licensed 
stallions by now. They are not all phenomenal horses, 
but it does say something about the average quality of 
your breeding. I believe that we have made a good name 
for ourselves, not least because we only display our best 
breeding products. That is another thing we learnt; when 
a horse is not good enough, you have to say goodbye at 
once. That is the only way to improve your stock. And 
keep it simple, use your head and good sense. We have 
also had to learn by collisions, by making mistakes and 
learn from them. And good farmer’s sense tells you not to 
take the vet too literally. They scare you with all kinds of 
stories and then send you bill after bill. Vets dry you out! 
And honestly, breeding without too much intervention 

Geert and Geertrui do not only 
believe themselves breeders but 
also farmers and try to farm 
as biologically as possible, 
without fertilizers. The foals 
run among the calves under the 
apple trees. The relationship with the 
neighbours is good; they invest together into materials 
they can use in turn or together and they help each other. 

Haras de la Pomme earned a name in the sport with 
Sauterelle de la Pomme (For Pleasure out of Narcotique 
de Muze). Sauterelle jumped at international level under 
Patrice Delaveau, who was until recently the neighbour 
of Haras de la Pomme. Same Sauterelle is also the dam 
of Vagabond de la Pomme (Penelope Leprevost) and 
also produced three foals by Crown Z. 
Patrice Delaveau also started Nais de la Pomme (Darco 
out of Fragance de Chalus). 

‘Nais and Sauterelle were two embryos that we took 
from Joris De Brabander to France and they were born 
in Haras de la Pomme. We had a dream start thanks 

for fun, but wanted to give it up. Geert and Geertrui 
acquired the studfarm with 23 hectares of fields. 

Noawdays they have 150 hectares of grazing, fields and 
orchards, with an annual production of 100 tons of  
cider apples. ‘We want to be self-sufficient as much as 
possible’, Geertrui explains. ‘We are still real farmers’, 
they say with a smile. Five years ago they bought a farm 
with 200 cows, Charolais, which they also breed, of 
course.

Joris De Brabander co-invested in their project and his 
young colts are reared in Normandy. It was a fine co-
operation, although parties have split up since. 

‘We turned a profit almost from day one’, says Geert: 
‘We are a recognized insemination centre and distribute 
the sperm from Joris’ stallions in France. That is how we 
soon earned a reputation. In mutual consultation the co-
operation with Joris was ended, but we never forget how 
much we owe him. Without him we would not be where 
we are now’, Geert admits.

Geert: ‘Horse breeding appealed to us and Joris had 
helped us on our way. One problem, though, Flanders 
has become too small and too expensive. So we decided 
to move to Normandy. 80% of the French foals are 
born in Normandy, we have moved right into the heart 
of horse breeding. And things are a lot cheaper here. A 
hectare costs 10,000 euro here, which is almost a third 
of the prices in Flanders. And farmers are still welcome 
here. You try setting up a studfarm or agricultural farm 
in Flanders these days with all those rules. We recently 
erected a group stable of 2,000m². It took just 30 days 
to get the building permit. Any idea how much time that 
would cost you in Belgium? So we emigrated for purely 
practical reasons.’

Geert en Geertrui started their search in France in 
2000. ‘We had driven around for a week and not found 
anything that was suitable. A little disappointed we 
drove to the last address on our way back to Belgium; 
Haras de la Pomme….and we wanted it straight away.’
Haras de la Pomme was built in 1927 and originally bred 
bloodstock. Geert and Geertrui bought the place from a 
Frenchman who was still breeding a few horses there 
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and Narcotique any day, even by telephone without the 
buyer having seen them. But is that wise? I do not think 
so.’

Geert and Geertrui are foreigners in France who register 
their foals with Z. Are they not making it hard for 
themselves? Geert laughs: ‘Yes, that is hard, although I 
always tell my clients that it does not matter whether a 
horse is black, brown or pink, as long as it jumps well. 
Then it does not matter which identity or passport a foal 
has. Last year I registered 35 foals with Zangersheide 
because I so have enough of the Selle Français! Here you 
have to pay for everything. For Narcotique de Muze, 
for example, who has clearly proved herself in sport and 
breeding, I was expected to pay 500 euro for the right 
to have her foals registered with SF…. I do not think 
so. Vagabond was born in France and I intentionally 
registered the horse in Belgium. SF does not see that 
they are spoiling it for themselves. Vagabond is, in fact, 
a French horse, born in Normandy, but they missed out 
on it because of their rules and extra costs. And what 
does a breeder want in the end? A French horse or a 
good horse? When it is a good horse, it does not matter 
where he or she is registered. For example, when you 
jump the cycle in France on a foreign horse, you get only 
half the price money. That is short term thinking. For 
in the end the prize money should not be the crucial 
factor. A young horse in training does not always have 
to go clear and certainly not go for the prize money. You 
have to invest in young horses and anyone who jumps 
the cycle to get rich is doing it all wrong. Ah well, the 
SF is always so full of itself! Why did Z get so strong? 
Because they recognize and accept the best stallions from 
everywhere. And why are things going badly for the SF? 
For the opposite reason. And at the end of the ride, SF 
will have lost. We register our foals with Z because it is 
fast, simple and cheaper. Things have almost come so 
far that a French breeder who breeds with foreign blood 
is almost forced to register with Z, otherwise he would 
have a “bastard”. The penny will eventually drop for the 

from the vet is also a form of natural selection. We handle 
everything ourselves with our mares and foals. Unless it 
is anything drastic. This how we can breed and produce 
at a low cost price. That was another thing we have 
had to learn, as a beginning farmer you are emotional, 
but daily practice teaches you otherwise. As does your 
bank (grinning). Fortunately we were already able to sell 
several horses for a good price, such as Vagabond de la 
Pomme, but there have also been others which we may 
have sold too soon. We sold Farfelu de la Pomme (Vigo 
d’Arsouilles out of Narcotique de Muze) as a 2-yr-old 
for, I believe, 20,000 euro. That was good money, but 
when you see what that horse is doing nowadays with 
Jos Verlooy, we would better have kept him on a little 
longer. That is horse breeding, sometimes you sell too 
early because you do not see it yet. It also happens that 
you keep them on and later they disappoint.’

Vagabond de La Pomme is the beste publicity that could 
happen to Haras de la Pomme. That erupted in April 
with Penelope Leprevost after their second place in 
the World Cup Finals in Las Vegas. The month before 
Carnac de la Pomme, a son of Vagabond, was licensed 
by Z France. ‘Horses in the sport, that is the only thing 
that counts’, Geert and Geertrui have learnt: ‘In France 
we recently made the cover of a magazine four times 
with Vagabond. That is an invaluable advertisement and 
causes many telephone calls and mails. Your breeding 
products featuring in the sport, that is real, that is no 
longer hope or expectations but the reality.’

Sauterelle de la Pomme may not have been a very 
powerful jumper, but she was very fast and had respect 
for the fence. That is why as a 2-yr-old she was crossed 
with Vigo d’Arsouilles, because he has ample power’, 
Geert had decided and that was six years before Vigo 
was world champion. The combination of Sauterelle 
times Vigo produced Vagabond. 

An average of 25 foals are born every year at Haras 
de la Pomme. They undergo a selection when they are 
2-yr-olds. Those that are very good in free jumping are 
covered. We do not sell foals as a rule, unless there is a 
tempting offer. We take this very strictly, you have to 
develop a studfarm and when you always sell everything, 
you lose your reputation. I can sell the offspring of Usha 
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his riders. ‘The last time I was on horseback is 15 years 
ago, I simply did not have the time to do it.’ In Haras de 
la Pomme they believe that grazing and the condition of 
the grass is very important. The grass in Normandy is 
very rich and varied.

A tour of the rest of the estate easily lasts several hours. 
We meet the very first mare owned by Geertrui, a solid 
lady of 30, who lies about her age. Geert and Geertrui 
are strict in their selection: ‘We have to be, or they will 
get too much for us. I guess that in the long run we say 
goodbye to half or three quarters of them. Not that 
those foals or horses are bad, on the contrary, but we 
purposefully keep things small scale. We are happy here 

think? Now I had to drive three times from Normandy 
to Belgium and back. Kannan out of Usha vh Roosakker 
is not a bad match. I admit that in the last phase of the 
BWP selection George Z did not show himself well, but 
he should have gotten the benefit of the doubt. Especially 
when you look at his pedigree.’

Is choosing stallions a difficult task? Geert and Geertrui 
think so: ‘Because you sometimes want something else. 
When you stick to classic type horses, you are always 
fishing in the same pool. Last year we had ten Vigo 
d’Arsouilles born. We do not do that anymore this year. 
We have done well by Vigo, think of Vagabond and 
Farfelu. They are from his first crop, which shows that 
we also dare to try young stallions. Vigo is now number 
16 on the licensed stallions list. From the 15 horses that 
earned him that score, 8 came from Haras de la Pomme.’ 

We walk along a field with a score of 3-yr-olds. They 
were saddle-broken last year, can still enjoy the rich 
grass and will come in at the end of the year for their 
further training under the rider. That part Geert leaves to 

The foals ‘La Pomme’ can fully enjoy the wide fields. 
On 1 December they come in by night, but are out by 
day, just like the pur sangs at the time. They are always 
led on a leadrope from the stables to the paddock and 
back, to make them get used to being handled. ‘We find 
it important that also foals have good manners and that 
way you get to know them better. Even before they do 
their first free jumping as 2-yr-olds we already have a 
good idea of our foals. That does not mean to say that 
you can pick out the Olympic ones, but their character 
and attitude tells you a lot about their future.’ 

George Z. This son of Kannan out of Usha vh Roosakker 
was originally presented at the BWP stallion selection, 
where he was eventually rejected in the third round. At 
the Z selection he was accepted, with applause from the 
public. ‘It was the idea of Stephan Conter to present 
George at the Z selection and he did indeed show himself 
well there’, says Geert: ‘I normally accept the decision of 
the BWP jury, although I do not understand why their 
final judgement in round three is that he is not a real 
sire. They could have said so straight away, do not you 

SF, for discrimination is in violations of the European 
ideal. Sooner or later the SF will be legally forced to 
accept foreigners.’

The 4-, 5- and 6-yr-olds are trained at Haras de la 
Pomme by the stable rider. From age seven the horses 
get sold or Geert places them with international riders, 
such as formerly with his neighbour Patrice Delaveau. 
Or with Christian Hermon, who continued the training 
of Vagabond and Telstar de la Pomme.

George Z, bred by Stephan Conter, came to Haras de la 
Pomme as a 1½-yr-old, when the co-operation with his 
owner began. 
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and want to keep it that way. That is why we select very, 
very strictly and only keep the very best genetic material. 

On our tour Geert tells us about some of the differences 
between France and Belgium and the Netherlands: 
‘When you tell them over here that you are selling your 
foal when he is 120 days old, they are flabbergasted and 
do not believe that it will be a good sale. In France the 
foals stay with their dams for 6 to 8 months. Because 
there is a lot more space here.’ In Haras de la Pomme 
about 20 foals will be born this year and just as many 
calves. In addition, they are expected a further 60 foals 
from clients. 

Haras de la Pomme closely co-operates with Stephan 
Conter. He invested in famous mares such as Usha 
vh Roosakker, Narcotique de Muze and Amaryllis 
(Cumano), who jumped the 2010 WEG in Kentucky. 
The foals she produces are half owned by Stephex and 
half by Haras de la Pomme. ‘When they are 4-yr-olds, 
we make a decision about the future of those horses 
and divide our breeding products between us’. And who 
knows, also at a later age there can be a co-operation in 
the sport between Stephex and Haras de la Pomme. But 
that all lies in the future, says a smiling Geert. Also the 
24-yr-old Lorrain Z (Lord Z), the former international 
horse of Eric Lamaze, is grazing between the top-class 
broodmares, as does Valentine (Darco out of Fragance de 
Chalus), the dam of Ego van Orti (Edwina Alexander).

We continue our tour and walk past the dam, brothers 
and sisters of Vagabond de la Pomme and the full sister 
of Bamako de Muze. The lines of Fragance de Chalus, 
Querly Chin and Ta Belle van Sombeke are strongly 
represented here. We also see a few products of Marius 
Claudius, who is now at work in the Netherlands but 
before that stood at Haras de la Pomme. Geert Baertsoen 
also bought the stallion Clapton (Caretino) who jumped 
under Cindy Van Der Straeten.

In the USA they know Haras de la Pomme via Sandor de 
la Pomme (Vigo d’Arsouilles) ridden by Peter Wylde and 
Everlychin de la Pomme (Malito des Rêves) ridden by 
Shane Sweetnam. In Germany Haras rings a bell because 
of the Darco son Twister de la Pomme who ended up 
with Ludger Beerbaum and in Belgium Kasanova de la 
Pomme (Bamako de Muze) was champion of the BWP 
stallion selection several years ago.

It may be clear that Haras de la Pomme has genetically 
very valuable material grazing its fields. Besides their 

own breeding activities, Geert and Geertrui, also offer 
third parties  integral service from fertilization to beyond 
the birth. 

Geert and Geertrui originally brought their mares to 
Joris De Brabander during the breeding season. Now 
they are all doing that themselves, from insemination 
to embryo transplantation. Geert: ‘In France you are 
allowed to do this yourself provided you have the right 
diplomas. Flushing and transplanting is not that hard. 
Getting those diplomas was a piece of cake. First you 
have to be a recognized inseminator, five years later you 
can become ‘chef de centre’.’ By now Haras de la Pomme 
has developed into one of the best known insemination 
and ET stations in Normandy.  

Their AI and ET centre is working together with big 
professional stables and then they also have their own 
stallions. Although that is not a priority: ‘We are not 
keeping them for their career as stallions, that is too 
difficult. When we get a good offer, they go. Shrimps, as 
we are, we cannot fight the big fish. Bois Margot covers 
2000 mares in France…GFE is another big machine. 
They are no match for me. Vagabond served 15 mares in 
his first year. When he came on the telly he suddenly had 
to serve 150 mares. Let us be honest, I sold Vagabond 
for a small fortune. Even if he was to cover a thousand 
mares for the next ten years, that still does not outweigh 
a good offer. You have to move on, you know, and we 
want to make it with only a small number of horses, so 
they have to be of exceptional quality.’ 


