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on the Sunday. We were sitting in the stands and, boy, 
what a joy it is to see your product go so well. I had 
not expected it, but, after all, in the end one of them 
must win. This is the first time I win a prize and what 
an impressive reception. They sure got their business 
together there at Zangersheide, I must say. And the 
premium…well, money is always nice, but the honour 
is also very important. All the reactions afterwards are 
great. Now I hope to come back next year. Hopefully 
Early will not be sold to a faraway country but will 
stick around, for I certainly want to come back to the 
world championships. I did visit stallion selections at 
Zangersheide before, but the WC was my first and will 
not be my last time’, says Martin. 

Casuality Z, Ton Vullers
The 7-yr-old Casuality Z (Cassini II x Chellano Z) was 
reserve world champion for the second time. The first 
time was with the 5-yr-olds under Pieter Clemens, who 
had earned his start via the Z-qualifiers. Casuality Z 
was later sold to Zangersheide and this year he won 
the silver again, now in the 7-yr-olds, under Christian 
Ahlmann. The stallion was bred by Ton Vullers from the 
Animal Embryo Centre and was sold for fifty percent to 
Leon Spronken, a Limburg entrepreneur. ‘Two years ago, 
we started in the WC at Zangersheide for the first time 
and when we were overcome when we reached the prize 
award. This year, two years later, it is the same. It gives 
you an extremely pleasant feeling that at Zangersheide 
the breeder is not forgotten, for that is often the case’, 
Vullers remarks.  As horses are our core business, they 
get sold, as a foal, yearling or youngster. You can not 
keep stacking them up and we find that they end up 
well.’
 
Hui Buh, Günter Feldmann
For Günter Feldmann, the breeder of Cornado I & II, 

I was. It was the first time that my breeding received 
a prize. Not counting last year! I was deeply touched 
that, as a breeder, you are part of the prize award. We 
breed and sell, horses come and go and then comes that 
serene moment, when you are standing beside your 
world champion. Such recognition is worth a lot more 
than the lucrative prize that comes with it. It is great that 
Zangersheide pays so much attention to the breeders. 
It was a warm moment for many, demonstrated by the 
many reactions. It was a moment to really cherish’, says 
Theo Bles, who had bought Baldwin, the sire of Barnike, 
himself: ‘That is why Barnike was born. Baldwin is an 
easy going and well-tempered stallion. Since we had him 
anyway, we used him for our own breeding, with Barnike 
as a result and it looks like she wants to be in front 
everywhere’, says a grinning Theo, who almost missed 
the ceremony last year. ‘We sold Barnike as a 4-yr-old 
and I often lose track of my horses. Then I saw her again 
at last year’s WC at Zangersheide. I was already on my 
way home when they called me and urged me to come 
back for the prize award and the breeders premium. I 
now closely follow Barnike’s doings’, says Bles.
 
Martin van Kollenburg: ‘First time in the 
prizes’
I was a rider myself before and I have always had horses, 
but what happened to me at Zangersheide was simply 
unique’, says Martin van Kollenburg from Best: ‘And I 
have seen a lot, after all, I am 71.’ Thanks to his Early, 
world champion of the 5-yr-olds, a new world opened up 
for Martin: ‘I breed one dressage and one showjumping 
foal every year. I sold Early as a 2-yr-old to a local dealer. 
I saw Early again in Ermelo, where he finished third and 
so qualified for the WC in Lanaken. You know, I do not 
have a computer, but a friend called me and told me that 
Early had reached the finals, so we decided to go and 
see the horse in action. So I only was at Zangersheide 

Champion breeders 
also on the platform
Not any competition or any championship attaches such great value to the breeders as the World 
Championships of Zangersheide. To bring sport and breeding together was the initial intention of 
the World Championships for Young Horses, where horses, breeders and riders stand together and 
at the same level on the platform. Not any studbook receives so much appreciation as Studbook 
Zangersheide. The breeders praise it unanimously: they are pleased about getting the appreciation 
they get nowhere else. And recognition is worth at least as much as the breeders premiums. The 
financial reward only underlines the real appreciation which Zangersheide feels for the breeders. 
That is what makes it extra special for the breeders. And it is unique, for whether they come from 
Ireland, the Netherlands, Germany, Sweden or Belgium, nowhere else breeders are looked after 
so well, nowhere else do they receive a breeders premium. For that, they have to be at the WC in 
Zangersheide, where breeders also step on the platform as champions and share in the prizes.

Henk van den Broek: ‘Overwhelming’
For Henk van den Broek it was a happy come-back. He 
worked for a year at Zangersheide as a rider, although 
that was some 17 years ago. ‘It was overwhelming. It 
is always great to win a prize, a little extra great when 
this is at an event with a special ambiance - and that is 
the least you can say about the WC’, Henk feels. ‘That 
premium is a reward in cash, although I rather see it 
as genuine appreciation for the breeder, and believe me, 
you do not easily get such appreciation as a breeder. 
Ah, most breeders never get any’, laughs Henk van den 
Broek. ‘For me it is a double success, I am the breeder 
and owner of Dacantos.’ But above all Henk is modest: 
‘You always need a little bit of luck. You start with 
about 280 6-yr-olds, reaching the finals is already a great 

achievement. I had two horses at the WC and I hoped 
to get at least one jumping in the finals. That happened. 
But I had never expected to get on the platform. You can 
hope for it and dream about it, but you can not expect it. 
A pole can drop so easily. I won bronze with Dacontos. 
That Sunday was a top day; the finals, a platform place 
and receiving the highest appreciation as a breeder.’
 
Theo Bles: ‘Emotional moment’
Theo and Bart Bles are the breeders of world champion 
Barnike and it was the second year on a row for them 
to receive a cheque. ‘Has this ever happened before, that 
one horse is world champion two years in succession? 
Good on Barnike’, says a smiling Theo Bles, who was 
clearly impressed by ‘his’ Barnike. ‘I was deeply touched, 
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it was the first time to visit the world championships 
at Zangersheide. The reason is obvious. A few weeks 
before the WC, he had given Christian Ahlmann a son 
of Cornado, the 6-yr-old Hui Buh. The rest is history. 
Christian won the championship on him and Günter 
Feldmann is happy about the money of the breeders 
premium on his bank account, he admits dryly. We now 
also know what Hui Buh is standing for: in the region 
where he is living this is what they call a spooky horse. 
‘And Hui Buh was spooky as a foal and a youngster’, 
Feldmann remembers. ‘It was the most suitable name 
that I could think of.’ The spooky horse did, however, 
grew into a world champion. The reason that Günter 
Feldmann gave his best breeding product to Christian 
Ahlmann is obvious, according to the breeder: ‘Christian 
is simply the best rider. When he told me that he would 
start in the world championships, I immediately decided 
to go and see the horse in action. I knew that Hui Buh 
had meanwhile grown into a good horse, although you 
never go to a world championship with the expectation 
that he would win. I did notice that the course in the 
finals was exceptionally high and heavy for 6-yr-
olds’, Feldmann remarks, ‘but with a good horse in 
combination with the best rider you can not exclude 
that it will happen’, laughs Feldmann, who was not only 

impressed by the level, but also by the organisation and 
the many visitors. It was the first time in his life as a 
breeder to receive a breeders premium. This stimulated 
him to start closely watching a few young horses for the 
next world championships…with Christian Ahlmann on 
top, of course’, Günter Feldmann concludes with a wink.


