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Unfortunately I did not start any young horses this 
year, for the first time, because I was fully claimed 
by the organisation of the WC. It may have been 
the hardest decision I have had to make. I was 
reluctant for a long time, but doing it all was no 
longer an option. That is just my perfectionist 
side. It has to be top-class or it won’t happen, 
whether in the sport or in the organisation, and 
that implies that you have to make choices. 
Fortunately we have plenty of good riders in our 
stables as well as Christian (Ahlmann) to defend 
our colours.

There was not a lot of time for me to reflect, for I 
was selected to ride the finals of the Nations Cup 
in Barcelona in the weekend following the WC. I 
did ride during the WC, though. Every day, either 
very early in the morning or late at night when 
everyone else was done already, I saddled As Cold 
As Ice Z to train her, in combination with relaxed 
walks along the car parks, rings and stables. Those 
were the moments in which I could completely 
relax. A few days after the WC I was already in 
Barcelona, still driven by the same adrenaline, 
with the result that we won the finals and did not 
touch a single fence.

It was a wonderful month of September: the WC 
has shown again how the quality of breeding has 
improved. The auction, as the display window 
of our studbook, had been the best conceivable 
promotion for Zangersheide and in the sport 
I was part of the team that won the prestigious 
finals of the Nations Cup. I could not have dreamt 
up a greater end of the season. And now what? 
Now we set out for 2016 with the assessment and 
scouting of new stallions.
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