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appreciation and attention as at the WC in Zangersheide 
and that acknowledgment carries more weight than a 
cheque. Surely, those 3,000 Euros are very welcome, 
but bonuses are not what breeding is about, right. That 
should never be the incentive because the chances of 
winning prizes are in truth very slim indeed for breeders. 
The satisfaction you get out of it cannot be translated 
into money’, are Bart Keisse´s final words.

Harrie Zagers: ‘Crown on our work’
The 5-year-old Formidable won Bronze under Willem 
Greve which is not a coincidence considering that 
Formidable is a Carambole son, the horse that brought 
Greve international success. Willem has only owned 
Formidable since July and came first in the finals in 
Ermelo where they finished third in the final ranking. 
Breeder Harrie Zagers is a first-timer on the podium: 
‘I own three broodmares, Formidable was sold as a 
yearling but I never lost sight of this horse, I keep tabs 
on all my breeding products. I followed the first days of 
the WC from home. When it emerged that Formidable 
was in the finals I got a phone call from my son. He 
was away on holiday but has broken off his vacation to 
come to Zangersheide. I am a relaxed person and nerves 
seldom get the better of me, but that Sunday was the 
most exciting day of the year. It´s a pity that Formidable 
had to start early in the jump-off, who knows what else 
we might have achieved’, Harrie smiles: ‘Even though 
this result was quite amazing as it is. It´s the crown on 
the work of any breeder. And let´s not forget the whole 
context: super organisation, crowds of people and a 
great atmosphere. Hats off for Zangersheide! I was a 
member of Zangersheide in the past and now have one 
mare in foal by Casallo Z. This year I was only present 
on Sunday but if Formidable returns next year I will stay 

all over again. Washington is a fast and careful horse 
with great capacity, as required in present-day sports’, 
Tom states, who is convinced that his Washington is up 
to the 1.60m work. ‘The bonus definitely helps, but the 
medal is more of a treasure. That really fills me with 
pride’, Tom concludes.

Bart Keisse: ‘There is simply no other event 
where breeders are so involved’
Three years ago the Keisse family were among the WC 
winners with Goya vd Begijnakker who took Silver in 
the 6-year-olds. Back then Stephan Conter bought this 
Reserve World Champion who has now been launched 
into international sports with Janne Friederike Meyer. 
This year it was Keops vd Begijnakker who became 
Reserve World Champion, another ‘Begijnakker’ 
product bred from the same line. ‘It is the crown on a 
very special year’, smiles Bart Keisse, also known as 
the breeder of Challenge vd Begijnakker Z (Chellano 
Z). ‘Keops won the Cycle of the 5-year-olds and won 
Bronze at the BC in Gesves. Keops has potential and 
Yves Vanderhasselt is just the perfect rider for him. 
When they ride a jump-off they´re always candidates 
for the top spot. In the wake of this fantastic season we 
travelled to Zangersheide brimming with expectation. 
For us that Silver medal didn´t come out of the blue, 
but of course the tension is always mounting’, says 
Bart: ‘There´s lots of tension because honestly, the bar 
is raised very high. Understandably so, for it´s a WC 
we are talking about and here you find out that all 
finalists of the year collections truly rank among the top 
horses of their age category.’ And it´s really nice to be 
invited along onto the podium: ‘I do prefer to stay in 
the background though, but it certainly is a fine gesture. 
There´s no other event where breeders receive so much 

any better than that for a young horse.’ The cheque is 
a nice extra: ‘Always a much-appreciated gesture. Both 
Talks Cheap and Alberta Mist came top of the list in 
their year collections in Ireland, which also came with a 
bonus for the breeder. That´s always a good incentive’, 
Ronnie Kelly assures us.

Tom Brennan: ‘Coming back for Gold’
Tom Brennan watched his MHS Washington jump to the 
Reserve World Champion Title in the 7-year-olds which 
won him a cheque of 3,000 Euros. Once before he also 
won Bronze in the same year collection, back in 2010 
with Ballypatrick Mystique and Greg Broderick. MHS 
Washington achieved this feat with Laura Renwick in 
the saddle. ‘And now we´re planning to come back for 
Gold’, Tom laughs, who is a professional Irish breeder: 
‘I had a positive feeling throughout the WC, but that´s 
not anything to go by. When you size up the level of both 
riders and horses, it´s clear that here the quality rises to 
the surface. The WC in Zangersheide is the best possible 
promotion for breeding. And as a breeder you want to 
be part of the crowd to show off your assets because 
the WC is the best reference you can get. But before 
you can hit the road to Lanaken it´s a long journey of 
rigorous selections in Ireland. Once at the WC it starts 

Ronnie Kelly: ‘The WC is an essential 
meetingplace’
‘A nice gesture welcomed by all breeders’, is the opinion 
of Irishman Ronnie Kelly. He is the breeder of Talks 
Cheap, who won Bronze in the 7-year-olds with Eoin 
McMohan, and he too was invited onto the podium 
where he was handed a cheque of 2,000 Euros. Ronnie 
Kelly used to have 25 brood mares but has reduced his 
herd to five. He is not a stranger in the horse world, either 
as a breeder or as a dealer. Talks Cheap also jumped the 
WC at the age of five and then won the Consolation 
Class under Alexander Butler. He is the first of Kelly´s 
horses that has made it to the WC. This year he came 
to Lanaken with two horses. Alberta Mist jumped the 
6-year-olds with Greg Broderick. ‘For breeders and 
dealers the WC in Zangersheide is a blessing and a 
necessary meetingplace. I frequently visit Belgium and 
the Netherlands and travel Europe in search of young 
horses, but if you want to find the better ones then the 
WC is the place to be. That´s where you can expect to 
meet the key players in the market’, Ronnie says: ‘And I 
have seen very good horses and year collections. Anyone 
who gets as far as jumping the WC Finals has in theory 
succeeded. If you have also qualified to ride the jump-off 
then that in itself is the icing on the cake. It doesn´t get 

The winning breeders
Not only horses or riders can be winners at the WC, breeders also get their share of prizes and that 
is quite unusual. Most of the time the breeders are overlooked, but at Zangersheide breeders are 
treated as key players. Up to 30,000 Euros in bonuses are presented to the breeders of the medal-
winning horses. That gesture, in combination with genuine acknowledgment, is much appreciated.
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jumper. Earley was sold to a local dealer when he was 
two. This is the second year running to be awarded a 
prize and what a prize it is! Another 5,000-Euro cheque! 
I must say, they´re doing a good job in Zangersheide’.

Marc Kluskens: ‘It´s a good thing the WC is 
based in Zangersheide’
Marc Kluskens´ name is inextricably linked with ‘Van 
het Roosakker’, a stud with a solid reputation. Vh 
Roosakker horses are commonly seen in international 
sports and still this is the first time for Kluskens to be 
a prize-winner at the WC? ‘Well, why is that? There are 
so many factors involved. World Champion Kerswin vh 
Roosakker was sold when he was two and from that 
time onwards his future is out of your hands.’ Four ‘vh 
Roosakker’ horses took part in the 5-year-olds with two 
reaching the finals. Besides Kerswin and Doron Kuipers 
there was Kendy Belle vh Roosakker, who got one mistake 
in the first round of the finals under Dieter Laheyne. ‘I 
have been a visitor of the WC at Zangersheide right from 
the first edition, either with or without horses. And let´s 
get it out in the open, all breeders should be grateful to 
the Melchior family for organising this event. For most 
breeders it´s a prime location.’ And what are Marc´s 
thoughts on the finals and the tribute that followed? ‘It´s 
a nice experience and great to receive a breeder´s bonus 
of 5,000 Euros, but at the age of five there´s no telling 
what the future holds. Even though it´s fairly difficult to 
fully appreciate the quality of a 5-year-old, I have high 
hopes for Kerswin in the long run. When they are seven 
you have much more to go by. Kerswin is quite likely to 
advance to an international top horse, but at this stage I 
hadn´t expected him to become World Champion.’

throughout the whole event. Of course that breeder´s 
premium of 2,000 Euros was quite a nice extra, there´s 
no such thing here in the Netherlands. That kind of 
appreciation for breeders is the unique, Zangersheide 
trademark’, states Harrie Zagers.

Martin van Kollenburg: ‘Beyond expectations’
Goodness me... who´d have thought so, Martin 
Kollenburg laughs, breeder of double World Champion 
Earley: ‘Certainly not me. When Earley dropped that 
first pole on day one I thought it was all over. We had 
already done well the year before, and when I got that 
unexpected phone call on Friday evening with the news 
that Earley had after all made it into the finals I wanted 
to be present to watch him jump. I was glad to see Earley 
finish with a clear round in the finals. But then the jump-
off, the unbelievable suspense of it. My Earley with 
another clean record and so far the fastest time, yet I 
assumed others would be able to beat his time. There 
I was sitting in my chair, waiting for the countdown. 
Another ten combinations to go: ten, long, and nerve-
racking rides if you asked me. Until we finally realised 
that no one had managed to beat their time. That was 
truly something. Pretty extraordinary, I´d say. Naturally 
I felt very proud and happy and the extra cash comes 
in handy, but right then you have an overruling sense 
of feeling honoured. Am I planning to come back next 
year? You bet, although this might generate quite a bit of 
interest for Earley, don´t you think? We´ll see, I´d love to 
come back. That is, if I stay healthy and fit’, says 72-year-
old Kollenburg who sets great store by this Zangersheide 
tribute. ‘I used to ride in the past, have always owned 
horses and have seen and experienced a lot with them, 
but this experience in Zangersheide is new to me. Every 
year I breed two foals, one for dressage and one show 
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