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EDITORIAL

Breeders premiums: to acknowledge 
and stimulate top-class breeding

Where is the breeder when the horse he produced is triumphant? In the sidelines 
and fi nancially speaking in the cold. This subject has been item of discussion 
of breeders and their organisations for many decades. A few initiatives were 
developed, but nothing on a world-wide scale. Studbook Zangersheide now 
proposes to structurally include breeders of top-class horses in the prize monies 
won by their products.

Top-class breeders and top-class riders have the same objective, a top-class 
performance of ‘their’ horses. Yet they are living in separate worlds. The breeder 
is biting on his tongue watching from the stands or in front of the telly and is 
jubilant when the performance is a success. The rider is at least as happy at that 
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same moment, but in most cases does not have a clue about who put this great horse into this world. The creator and 
his creation, what does still connect them? It takes at least ten years before it is truly revealed what a good job the 
breeder has done.

Bar a single exception, breeders have to sell their creations before they reach the status of international sport horse. 
To guarantee the continuity of their breeding activities, most breeders sell their products when they are still foals or 
when they appear at a selection. In any case long before the genetic value has become clear. Is not it a sad fact that a 
breeder is forced to sell if he does not want his production to come to a stop? Horse breeding is a passion pursued by 
many at nothing more than cost price.

“We are the ones who take the initiative and the risk”, many breeders say. A reward for their top-class performance 
would not only be justifi ed, but also bring the worlds of breeding and the sport closer together. After all, it is also in 
the interest of the riders that their best suppliers get an advantage. For this, in turn, would stimulate the production 
of good sport horses.

Studbook Zangersheide rewards the best breeding results as a standard part of its organisation. We pay out 90,000 
euro in breeders premiums every year. The winner of the Z-Ranking this year even received a BMW. The Confederation 
of the Horse reserved 6,000 euro this year for the breeders of the best 7-yr-old showjumping horses in Belgium. And 
there have been other praiseworthy initiatives. But the step to structurally stimulate top-class breeding has not yet 
been taken.

Not only is it well possible to take that step, we even have an example. In racing breeders premiums are connected to the 
winnings. Surely, the FEI can set up a system like that? As umbrella organisation this world-wide equestrian organisation 
is able to appreciate and reward high quality breeding. Studbook Zangersheide made the proposal to reserve one or 
two percent of the prize money in the Ranking classes (23,000 euro and more) for breeders premiums.

We certainly do not underestimate the efforts made by owners and riders to get their horses starting at international 
level. Our proposal is about the recognition and stimulation of the indispensable role played by the breeder in the 
over-all horse sport.

Our proposal is just that, open for discussion and improvement. But it is essential that this discussion takes place. 
Some top-level riders have already indicated to approve. They, unlike any other, understand the surplus value of top-
class breeding. They realise that new foals have to be born next year for winning any prize money in 2023.


