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You are living in a region in which 
horse trade is a rare profession?
Years ago my Flemish colleagues 
already exported horses to the USA, 
but horse breeding and trade have 
been non-existent in Wallonia for 
many years. Of course, there was 
François Mathy. He is still one of 
the foremost dealers in Belgium 
and far beyond. For a long time he 
was the only dealer of consequence 
in Wallonia. Do you know what I 

believe makes the difference between 
Flanders and Wallonia? The presence 
of the Country Riding Association 
LRV. That has put things in motion 
in Flanders, both at the level of 
breeding and riding. We just do not 
have that in Wallonia. In fact, we are 
lacking in structure and culture. LRV 
introduced and implemented the 
horse keeping industry in Flanders, 
in all its facts, from breeding via 
trade to top sport.

Surely Wallonia also has a large 
agricultural culture?
It has, but it has not been structured 
as the Farmers Association did in 
Flanders where the horse sector is 
concerned. LRV and the BWP were 
from the farmers, sBs was more a 
studbook managed by the upper 
class.
Forty years ago horse sport in 
Wallonia was a privilege for the 
rich, but today’s real top-class riders 

Luc Henry
He paid off his fi rst broodmare by instalments, he went out looking at horses in a borrowed 
car. Luc Henry has earned every penny by himself. He started at zero and today is one of the 
foremost Walloon breeders with his studfarm Hero. Luc Henry is fond of Zandor Z and his most 
famous product Urico, which he discovered. Luc Henry is also the spiritual father of AD Bogeno 
(ex Queen’s Lover Hero) and numerous other international horses that carry the suffi x Hero.
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A Group of host mares, 80% 

of the foals are born via 

embryotransplantation.
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What did the books teach you?
That 95% of the better horses come 
from good bloodlines. Some crosses 
will always work out well and the 
crucial factor in breeding is the dam. 
The dam of the first mare I bought, 
Olonka (Rigoletto x Camillus) also 
produced Zolonka and Baccara, 
who earned international fame under 
Johan Lenssens. Zolonka is the dam 
of Sherry and Ever Mury Marais 
Z and a few other horses in the 
studfarm of Catherine De Buyl. Same 
Zolonka also produced Legato, who 
went to the Olympics. From that line 
I bred AD Bogeno, presently ridden 
by Alvaro Miranda de Neto.

Why do you believe that Zandor Z is 
such an excellent sire?
Because his dam was terribly good, 
she jumped Grand Prix for ten years 
under an amateur rider. Zandor 
himself was also a natural talent of 
the top shelf.

How did you know that your first 
mare would be so good?
I did not, when I bought her, she had 
not shown anything, but she was a 
daughter of Bon Ami out of Olonka 
by Rigoletto and at the time Rigoletto 
was my favourite. I later bought four 
foals from Femke, a daughter of 
Voltaire x Rigoletto. When I started 
breeding I mainly had theoretical 
knowledge and I made my share of 
mistakes. I once built and invested in 
a syndicate for a Voltaire x Almé colt 
and he turned out not good enough, 
in spite of his origins. You learn from 
your mistakes. 

You started without money and one 
broodmare?
That is right, I could only pay for my 
first mare by monthly instalments. I 
later sold that mare for double the 

money. She was then in foal to Cash. 
In those days offspring of Cash were 
popular, I sold the mare in foal and I 
bought my first car with the money. 
I took big risks in the beginning, I 
was convinced that it would work 
out somehow. I am always led by my 
intuition. In passion you go by your 
feelings. Life is about making choices 
and I made many. In my passion for 
breeding horses I have lived in places 
without warm water or electricity. 
When I started I had nothing, I even 
borrowed a car from a friend. I am 
glad that it went that way. I have a 
job with a passion. And a job with 
risks: you keep a 7-yr-old, which 
by that time has already cost you 

40,000€ and tomorrow he can die of 
a colic. 

Is it difficult to find a good 
broodmare?
Yes and no, you just have to recognize 
them. Every breeder will meet a good 
broodmare at least once in his life. 
You have to want to see it. Everybody 
knew Liscalgot, the 2002 World 
Champion under Dermott Lennon. I 
was the First to talk to the owners 
about breeding with her. 

Liscalgot was World Champion and a 
good sport mare, but was she also a 
good broodmare?
Some mares jump a GP with a certain 

‘I am a farmer’s son and was raised with 
the golden rule that nothing comes falling 
from the sky’

come from common Flemish families 
that have worked their way up. In 
Wallonia you have Gregory Wathelet 
and Jerome Guery and there are some 
twenty in Flanders.

Were you born in the wrong side of 
the country?
No. Not at all. I am a farmer’s son 
and I was raised with the golden rule 
that things do not come falling from 
the sky. If you want to get somewhere, 
you have to work for it.

Would it have been an advantage to 
have grown up in Flanders?
I would not honestly know. That 
is where the horse train is running. 
And if I had wanted to get on board, 
I would have had to leap on. Now I 
have been able to calmly find my own 
way, in my own tempo. I am glad 
that it has gone that way, although I 
admit that my professional contacts 

are mainly Flemish colleagues. I 
was born in France, my mother was 
German and my father a Belgian. I 
believe myself rich in this. Because 
of my ancestry, I am very open-
minded, without limits. It does not 
matter where I was born or raised. 
The world is my village. I sell horses 
all over the world. That is why I feel 
connected to Zangersheide. We share 
the same philosophy.

Where do you feel is your place as a 
dealer in this world?
I do not consider myself a dealer at 
all, I am a breeder. My business is 
not to buy and sell horses. Of course 
I sell my breeding products, but not 
always and not straight away. I do 
occasionally buy a foal. I have always 
been very fond of Zandor Z. That is 
why I bought Urico (Zandor Z) as 
a foal, on which Mario Deslauriers 
currently jumps at international level.

I breed or buy foals, have them 
trained and sell them when I think 
that they are ready for it. All foals 
and youngsters have a price, although 
it rarely happens that I sell a foal. 

You have to be prepared to take 
risks?
Indeed, sometimes you win, 
sometimes you lose, that is how the 
game works. Fact is that you must be 
willing to make investments. By the 
time your foal has become a 6-, 7-yr-
old and has clearly developed into 
an exceptionally good showjumping 
horse, they can offer more than a 
hundred or two hundred thousand 
euro. When it is a disappointment, 
you have to sell for ten thousand 
euro. That is the reality and over 
the years that horse has already cost 
you several ten thousand euros It is 
therefore important that you are not 
too often wrong.

As long as there is hope, there is 
money?
That is how it works. Isn’t someone 
who buys a yacht also buying a 
dream? Same thing. And people like 
to buy dreams, young horses with 
promise. 

You have been in the business for 
about 18 years, who taught you?
My father always had horses. I never 
was much of a rider myself, I was 
always more fond of breeding. My 
two grandfathers were into horses 
professionally. But I did not have a 
real background, I learnt everything 
from books at first. When I was seven 
I would already study pedigrees to 
discover relationships. When I was 
ten, you would easily find twenty 
books on pedigrees and bloodlines 
on my desk. I was born a breeder, it 
has always been my interest. 

Darjina Hero Z (2010) by Darco x Air France Z (Air Jordan Z x Rinnetou Z) comes from 

the famous line of Fairness Z and is one of the big promises from Luc Henry.

‘I listen to everybody, but I follow my 
heart. That is my life’s motto’’
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talent, others are simply excellent in 
the sport, with a nature that makes it 
easy for them to jump a GP. I believe 
that Liscalgot belongs in the top of 
latter category. She displayed sheer 
unlimited power, had an incredible 
attitude and respect for the fence. 
If you were to grade her for these 
qualities, she would have three 
elevens out of ten. Those are special 
qualities. Liscalgot also had other 
caractretitics. Her technique was 
unusual and she had a difficult canter. 
That is what you try to improve 
with breeding, finding a stallion that 
complements her. I am currently 
breeding with three daughters of 
Liscalgot.

So breeding is not so difficult?
Breeding a top-class horse is difficult, 
but there is only one method: to 
upgrade a top-class dam from a good 
mares line with a top-class sire. That 
recipe may get you two top-class 
horses out of ten. If you do not use 
that recipe, you will never succeed. 
Realise that nothing is certain in 
breeding. An additional snag is that 
at competitions you can not always 
determine the intrinsic quality, 
because they are well prepared for the 
sport. That goes for the mares as well 
as the stallions in the sport. Natural 

talents are hard to distinguish from 
fabricated horses. As a breeder you 
must follow the horses for a long time 
before you can assess them properly. 

You had Femke, according to the 
experts one of the better broodmares 
in Belgium, and you sell her?
That is the same story as for the foals 
and the youngsters. There comes a 
time that you have to sell. Joris de 
Brabander also sold Qerly Chin 
and all her daughters. That is how 
he got famous. I sold Femke when 
she was a 15-yr-old, of her first 9 
foals 8 are jumping at international 
level. When I sold Femke I still had 
one of her daughters, who is also an 
international showjumping horse: 
Intradella Z ( Interadel Z). Karel 
Geens from Stal de Kalvarie bought 
her on my advice. Femke was really 
an exceptional mare and she is also 
dam of one of the most promising 
horses of Ludo Philippaerts: Femke de 
Kalvarie (For Pleasure) who finished 
in 8th place in the championship for 
7-yr-olds in Lummen this year.

Rinnetou Z is another mare that put 
you on the map?
In the 60s Fairness Z was the best 
mare of her generation. She had 
two daughters, which in turn had 

daughters, one of them the dam of 
Rinnetou Z en Zalza, the other the 
dam of Apricot D and Amaretto 
I. One day Leon Melchior sold a 
daughter of Rinnetou Z. I went up 
there to have a look and asked him if 
he had more products from that line. 
In the end I bought four mares from 
that family. I am still breeding from 
two daughters of Rinnetou Z and 
I now have an exceptional grand-
daughter of hers with Darco as sire 
and Air Jordan Z as grandsire.

How did you get to Z?
Originally I registered my foals with 
the sBs. That was 15 years ago. Then 
I registered a few foals with BWP, 
KWPN, Hanover and Holstein. It 
often depends on their ancestry. For 
example, Tulika (Carthago x Caletto 
II), the dam of Clarissimo Z, and her 
two full sisters were born here and 
registered in Holstein. I registered my 
foals in accordance of the studbook 
of the dam. But now I register 80% 
of my foals with Zangersheide 
because Z is the only studbook that 
does not work like a government 
administration. For Zangersheide 
you are, besides breeder, first of all 
a customer and the client is king at 
Zangersheide. I love that energy. 
Z continues to grow because of its 

‘If you want to do well in breeding, there is only one way 
that leads to the top. If you follow that goal with rigour and 
discernment, your breeding may pay off’

A Group of yearling colts in Land van 

Herve.
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 There is a difference between a very 
good horse and one that easily jumps 
the Olympics. I sold my half of 
Querlybet Hero (Baloubet du Rouet) 
as a 3-yr-old to Joris de Brabander 
who thus was co-owner. I sold Tonik 
Hero (Ogano Sitte) as a 2-yr-old and 
he later went to Pieter Devos but 
Pieter did not get a tune out of him. 
His brother Wouter took him over 
and now he does excellently in GPs 
at 2 and 3 star level. Horses have 
to be so fortunate as to end up in 
the right hands. Steve Guerdat said 
that he believed that For Hero (For 
Pleasure x full sister Stakkato) was 
a real top-class horse. He rode him 
as a 7-yr-old. After that he went to 
Kevin Staut and it never came out. 
It is essential that your horse finds 
the right rider. You need a little bit of 
luck for that.

For the sport you started a co-
operation with Jerome Guery, with 
what ambition?
With the same ambition as in my 
breeding. We have been working 
together for about seven years and I 
know that also in the sport you have 
to be patient. We both want the top 
sport. Tic Tac du Seigneur and Waldo 
we co-own. Waldo put Jerome into 
the international scene. I realise that 
it is not an Olympic horse, although 
it is a very competitive animal, just 
under the absolute top and it was 
the right investment at the time. I 
also have three horses with Michael 
Korompis. He is also a great rider 
who trains the youngster extremely 
well. We just started our third year 
of co-operation and with Michael I 
have the same ambition.

You built your breeding on the basis 
of a number of families, such as 

client-friendly attitude. 

Is your studfarm called Hero because 
you only want to breed heroes?
Precisely, I want to produce top-class 
showjumping horses. But there is 
also a simpler explanation. It is the 
combination of HE from Henry and 
of RO from Roelants, the name of 
the mother of my daughter.
 
How many Heroes are born every 
year?
Between 20 and 30 per year. In 
Ireland every year some six to eight 
Heroes are born in Co. Monaghan by 
my partner Gerry Marron. Because 
Ireland is a genuine horse breeding 
country and because the cost price 
for rearing is lower. Here, it is not 
profitable to buy land for between 

30,000 and 50,000 euro a hectare to 
breed horses. In Ireland there is plenty 
of room. I like to see my horses grow 
up in their first few years in groups 
in large fields. They have to have the 
room to move. I try to imitate their 
natural habitat as much as possible. 
Physically and mentally that is the 
best way to rear them in a healthy 
way.

Young stallions or established 
values?
Many breeders are guided by fashion 
and trends. A horse that jumps well 
at a later age, often also already did 
that when he or she was young. If 
you clearly recognize the natural 
jumping quality or ability at an early 
age, you should not hesitate. I was 
one of the first to use Baloubet du 

Rouet, the same applies to Erco vh 
Roosakker. I bred the first Zandors. 
Young stallions have to do a lot of 
convincing, but once I am convinced, 
I want them, no matter their age. 
Anyone can make a fair estimate of 
the qualities of a youngster, if it is 
possible to see that horse regularly 
in conditions in which he can freely 
show his nature. Then it is not so 
hard to foretell what the horse will 
later be like. When you are born a 
white man, you will not die a black 
man, same thing.

There is a dropping trend in breeding, 
also at your studfarm?
No, and I would not know why. I do 
not breed simply for the sake of selling 
foals, I am investing in the future. 
For foals born today, there will be 
demand again in seven or eight years 
time. I do not understand the fuss they 
make about the crisis. There are good 
horses and bad horses, it has always 
been so and it will stay that way. And 
there will always be a market for 
good horses, crisis or not. Stronger 
still, a good horse is currently going 
for a higher price than five years ago. 
It is my ambition to breed horses for 
the very highest level. There are 80 
horses going to the Olympics, every 
year some 80,000 foals are born in 
Europe. That makes 320,000 horses 
every four years. So as a breeder, you 
have a chance of one in 4,000 that 
your horse will go to the Olympics 
and at present I have one: Bogeno 
(Baloubet du Rouet) and I also 
discovered another that I reared as a 
foal: Urico (Zandor Z). Both are on 
the short list for London. 

Currently we see Tonik Hero and 
Querlybet Hero in the sport, who are 
not good enough for the Olympics?

Van ’t Spieveld, Roosakker and vh 
Paradijs?
With research, thorough study of 
bloodlines, I selected a number of 
top lineages. One of them is the 
Van’t Roosakker family from Marc 
Kluskens in Sint-Gillis-Waas. If 
anyone wants to learn a few things 

about breeding, he should go to 
Marc Kluskens. His foundation dam 
Usha Van ’t Roosakker (Chin Chin x 
Major de la Cour) forms the basis of 
one of the best families in Belgium.
I also discovered the Van‘t Spieveld 
line. Dany Van Lombergen knew that 
the Rooms family intended to sell the 

Prima Donna vh Paradijs, who is jumping at international level under Pedro Veniss, 

already supplied two champions at the WC for Young Horses, Subliem vh Paradijs and 

Ultra Top vh Paradijs.

‘To breed a top-class horse is difficult and there is only one 
method: to upgrade a top-class dam from a good mare line with 
a top-class sire’

Cordiana Hero Z (Cornet Obolensky x Diamant de Semilly x Darco x Chin Chin) is 

this year’s first foal for Luc Henry and comes from the celebrated line of Usha vh 

Roosakker.

‘At competitions you can not easily 
determine the intrinsic quality of horses 
because they are very well prepared for 
the sport’

The yearlings enjoy the vast fields.
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mare Nikita Van t Spieveld. He told 
me and we had her fl ushed. Nikita 
Van Spieveld comes from the line of 
Echo Van Spieveld and Casper van 
Spieveld. I also have Prima Donna 
vh Paradijs (Lys de Darmen x Major 
de la Cour) in my studfarm. Before 
her international sport career Prima 
Donna produced Subliem vh Paradijs 
(Nabab de Rêve) and Ultra top 
vh Paradijs (Heartbreaker) for the 
Rooms family, and both horses won 

the world title at the WC for Young 
Horses in Lanaken.

What is your most promising young 
talent in your stables?
I have high hopes of Just an Hero 
(Erco van’t Roosakker x For 
Pleasure), Class of Touch Hero 
(Radco x Liscalgot) and Zarkava 
Hero Z (Zandor Z x Calvaro Z). 
I believe that these horses have the 
right qualities for jumping at Olympic 

Level. If you want to do well in 
breeding, there is only one way that 
leads to the top. If you follow that 
goal with rigour and discernment, 
your breeding may pay off. But it 
is like trekking through the desert, 
only if you know your way you can 
survive. I listen to everybody, but I 
follow my heart. That is my life’s 
motto.

Yearling fi llies in a group.

The horse in front is Zarkava Hero Z, a product of Zandor Z and Inka van ’t Roosakker (Calvaro Z). Her dam (Inka van’t Roosakker) is 

a half-sister to Electra van ’t  Roosakker, the great promise of Janika Sprunger and she is out of a sister of Cella, pre-selected for the 

Olympics with Mario Deslauriers. 

The second horse is Paluka Hero Z by President out of Baluka Hero (Carthago Z). Her dam is the full sister of the dam of Clarissimo, 

Holstein Lineage 162, which had 4 horses in the Athens Olympics in 2004. 




